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"THE 


PREFACE 


TO:THE 


READER. 


Ince I was liſt 
with you in this 
kind, I bave al-. 


moſt been of as 
many Profeſſions and Em- 
ployments, as there be City- 
A 3 Com- 


The Prefane | 
Companics :., and have bad 
as. many ſeveral Names as 


the” Grand Seignior bas 
Titles of Hozoue ; for ſet- 
ting aſide the Vulg ar and 
Fapiliar onee of | R 

Raskal, g and 0 
C which way hides by way 
of endearment , as well as 
out of pxejudice 6r. offence 
as alſo thoſe of more certain 
ſemification ; as Malicious 
R ogue, ill natured Raskal, 
Lay-dog, and {| iohefal 
Thief: I ſa ay, ſetting aſide 
al theſe, they bave travell'd 
#12. almoſt quite through the 


Map: 


to the Reader, 

: Por tna moment, 1 
got ro'the Streights , (bot 
tbe Gulph, ct the Line, 
and was preſently, Barba- 
riah , Indian, Turk and 
Jew. And , notwithitand- 
ing this, the Buſineſs went 
on at home all the while 
beſedes ; for there I was 
Rebel, Traytor , Sto®, 
Sadducee, and Socinian : 
anithen, you know, I bad 
bitt a little way ro Anti- 
chriſt bzmſelf. 

T thought” '#t therefore 
the beff and moſt boneſt 
wiy',. mot to conceal teſe 
A 4 T bings : 
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things ;_ that you being fully 
ſatisfied of, that pernicious 
poyſon that was. in' the tor- 
mer. ' you may. carefully a- 
als, the danger of. being in- 
fected: by.: this ſecond : but 
if you are ſo bold as to: wen- 
tare. ablowing up, look cloſe- 
ly to.it  For.,the Plot lies 
dagaly deep , and *twill\ be 
between 'your Legs before 


You be aware of it ; for this 


is fl out 4s dcally 


contriv'd as the: other was 
faid\, , and thought to be. 
But, of all things, bave a 


care of putting it into your-; 


Pocker, 


Mic. ©. 


tothe Reader 
Pocket, for fear. 3t takes. 
Fire; or runs away with. 
your Breeches, And if you 
can (bun it, read it not 
when you are alone; or, at 
leaft, not late in the Eve- 
ning : For the Venom'is . 
ſtrongeſt about Midnight ; 
and ſeizes moſs eidlrl 
upon the Head , when the 
Partyis by himſelf. And 
if, you bappen on any doubt- 
ful Expreſſion, be ſure you 
take it for, the preſent, in 
the worſt fence; for you 
may abate again , after tbe 


beat of the Weather be 


OVEN. 
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over. And if at any tins 


you find tbe Viper bepin 


to' creep" upon you ; 1 


inflamly ont of your Cham 
ber, and get imo" any con 


pany , and fall to rayling 
immediately as bard as &- 


wer you can ( may,” ſay ſome- 
what to your felf as vole 
go along in the Streets )'for 
fury and » paſſion whþets 
the Blood, and keeps the 
Enemy at a diſtance', and 
is found to be as gooll "a: 
gainſ® any Bookiſh infe- 
Hon , as a Claſs of Sack 
is againſt the Plague” 

ſhall 


*©__— x 


—_— I x 


— 
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| to the Reader 
ſball not tell You one Line 
of what is in it. And 
therefore conſider well what 

you 'do, and hok to your: 
Tel . But, if you be re- 
ſoly 4 to meddle be ſure 
bave 4 care of catching 
cold:. and keep to a mo- 
derate diet, for there is dan- 
ger , and jeoparh in it be- 
zdes. 

And I muſt debre , Ire , that 
when you come at 4 Neigh- 
bouring Miniſter of the 
Anſwerers, looking over 
his five hugdred Sermons : 
that you do not believe me: 


For 


-- watRdae ( 
For I find, that be did not 


look them all over with bis 


outward Eye, but only \ cal- 


led them over in his mind. 
And I deſire alſo . © that 


the Anſwerer would believe | 


himſelf, and not me : For 
[ would not, by any means, 
have bim write a Book only 
about that Miſtake. * And, 
indeed, whereas be ſays in 
his firſt page , that one 
defignof his Writing Was 
to make; an acknowledg- 
ment , that a great part 
of what I writ was true ; 
I wiſh that either he would 


have 


> 


ny Eo 


to the Reader 
have let my Truth have 
ſhifted for it ſelf , with. 
out the belp of bis achnow- 
ledgement (for , I profeſs, 
be bas prevented me  kal- 
ling 1 know not how ma- 
ny Otters) or elſe that 
be would have divided bis 
Letter into two parts; 
and bave placd the Am 
{wer by it ſelf, and the 
Acknowledgement by it ſelf: 
Which if -be bad done, 
and pickd them duely and 
carefully ; be might have 
written all that ; which 
be» calls Anſwer , upon 
very 
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very little more than his 
bumb-nayl. 
And I muſt particularly 
of the Scripture-Non- 
Conformiſts, that they be 
not too ſevere upon 4 ſmall 
E ny miſtake : For my Bi- 
ble not lying juſt under 
my Elbow, I find, 1 
brve in one place made 
our Saviour ſay that, 
which indeed John Bap- 
eiſt ſpoke before-band for 
| bim. 
And , becauſe I am in 
the begging humour, I mu 
crave further , that if a- 


* 


| 


| : 
to the Reader 
' 4xy of you bear of 4 ſecond 
Anſwer goming out againſt 
my former Letter , con- 
cerning my putting tbe 
Tarts before the Chick- 
ens (* for 1 am given to un- 
derſtand, that ſuch an Obje- 
Fon is urged that by 
all means you preſently 
Flop the preſs: for moſt 
certginly Chickens ought 
to bave the Precedence of 
Tarts; both by an in- 
diſpenſable right of nature, 
and by the juiteſ, and 
tradutions of C ookery: and 
. 4 ſhall always be ready 


fo 


The Preface 
to" acknowledge ,” | rather 
than defend ſuch ' mi- 
Stakes. - © | "oe 


" I is 
S” 57 


OBSERV AT IONS 


UPON THE 
ANSWER 
toan ENQUIRY into the 
Grounds & Occasions 
OF THE 
Contempt of the Clergy , 
| &c. ; 
S7R, 


cv23 Hat Service you or I 
2 {2/F ſhould do to Church 
& 


| or State by cracking of 
MA & Vets, I do not under- 
tay 44 ſtand ; excepting the 


IH 


cale of Cheſnsts, upon which, as it 
has been reported , the Kingdom of 
Naples has ſome myſterious 'depen- 
dence, but however to this Employ- 
ment our old Friend, and Acquain- 
| B rance 


C2] 
tance HF. S. adviſes us, rather than 
to diſtarde the wortd wirtridie wiſhes, 
and dangerous endeavours of doing 
any. good. For, although what I 
ſentyon in my laR, may poſſibly be 
moſt of it true, #nd might in the 0- 
pinion of ſome haſty mea be count- 
eduſefal ; yet thefe be others'of a 
more waTry . and deliberate Judg- 
ment, that lay it muft not be true, 
neither ſhall- be true, becaulethere 
iSan ancientand received Axiome a- 
monegſt Statelmen ; 7hat all things vhar 
are irate ate n0t fit to be fail at al 
times; as the Anſwerer to my firſt 
Letter moſt politically obſerves. 
Now, Sir, this ſame Friexd of ours 
does not rl fe plainly, whether- he 
As to hear from me apain z | and 
if he does, for ry ' part, I know ' no 
mdre wharto write, than he knows 
me. Por his Love and Tenderneſs 
wards rtie is fo very great, that it 
willſuffer him to anſwer bur to very 
ſirtle of any Lerrer ( as you know , 
Sir, Friends, if they be dear indeed 
and indeed, are very toth to __ 
| an 


much about that ; butonly he affigns 
me over to, God knows, how 
farther Anlwerers: - as 4 firſt of a 

I am to be quarrell'd with by all che 
Schook-waſters of the Nation , for un- 
dervaluimng the great Ordinance-days 
of Humiliation «nd Repetition. Next 


with Poetical Squibs, and Crackers. 
If theſe do not effc& the Buſineſs, 
then Conley is to be raiſed from the 
Gelive , on purpoſe to make a Pir- 
derique upon me. Aﬀter all this, the 
Forage 108 1s 2 INES 

» on purpole , to out one 
of a wineble Per, and « ready FF, to 
rerover the Reputation of the meaner 
Clergy. But, if theſe all fail , and 
ſhould not humble me, then by way 
of Pigeons, and a Poſtſcript , he' ad+ 
viſes the Gentry of the Nation to 
raiſzs all the 7rain'd Bands, and 
Country-Troopr, to be in Arms agaiaft 
| B 2 mes 
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me; and having well whetted their 
Swords , to make ſherp- Throfts at 
me, and to ' wound my ' Reputation, 
in order to the Redemption of their 
Cozen Hellex,, who was carried Ca- 
ptive to annoy. In __ 
Sir;it1s very plainly the opinion 0 
the Aſwerer , that if ' ſome body 
does not take me in hand, and ( as 
he ſays, p.. 22. ) do wot ſeek to leſſen 
the value of my Letter, and that very 
ſpeedily , the :Charch will certainly 
be all ſunk- by Michaelmas neur; 
and the Szate will tumble after it- 
the following Spring. Bleſs me ! 
think I, what's the buſineſs ? a un 
cannot wiſh a few honeſt, and inno- 
cent wiſhes, but that preſently he 
mult- be rhym'd on, confuted, and 
fought , but that he. muſt be bound. 
over to Weſtminſter Squibbers, hard 
Thrujters, and Reputation-wounders. 
And for what ? Only for endeavour- 
ing to procure the meaner ſort of the 
Clergy a little more Money, and a 
tew more Books. 

But, perhaps, Sir , there may be 
ſome- 


[5] 
ſomething elſe; We had. beſt there- 
fore look @ little into. the Anſwerer, 
to. ſee where. the: offences lie, and 
where weare likely to be quarrell'd.; 
for this (Gentleman * letting off the 
Gun very cafily, fights but very lit 
tle himſelf; ; but only ſets: out the 
groundfor. the Battle:;;-and-claps his 
hands,.and -cries,  Holo, to the Ar-: 


_ miesthat aredrawing up. = 


+. But: before that be done, I cannot 
but take -:nojice , that" although our 
Friend, for old acquaintance ſake 
(which' poſſibly -might-be begun at 
Painx; tor where elſe. I ſhould be ac- 
quainted with any. ##.,$; I cannot de- 
viſe )- in; many places ,--is | veyy pro- 
digal 'qf | bis \ſ\weer Expreſſions to- 
wards me ;: yet, I perceive, it is al- 
ways -doge with a very wary pru- 
dent reſerve : For his Love and good 
Opinion of me ſeldom hold above 
a Page together , if ſo long. In one 
place of his Preface, he. thinks him, 
whom he anſwers, 4 very honeſt Gen- 
tlemen;, butin an other Huff ( ſays 
he) ##/e are as good men as himelf, 
B 3 and 


(6J 
34d bave veaſon to quarrel with the 
_ that we __ More ones 

honoured. \ For my'pare, I began 
to'call for -my ##/hinyard, -_ 
moſt afraid - that he would 
drawn, but' al was over preſent! iT. 
again ; for, in the next "ſide, he fa 
into ſuch a commendatiotiof tne, 

ning the pd and the ber 
neſs of the Clergy —_ / as if ho 
would have fed me with aothing but 
Srarſep ops and ſoft Felliesy bur yer, for 

that, e're he cloſes up his Prefacey 
he ſets my unwilling teeth to the diffi- 
cult task of cr4: king Nuts, Na ar ur 
times his — — - _ 
with ines compalsy for in 
ers. oder the firſt Page of his An- 
fwer, he ſeems' ſomewhat timorous; 
and doubtful: "Either ( ſays he ) the 
Author does truly belive, and * affeitio- 
nately bemail , or does very vkinly, = 
not hypocritical tov, £ ie into the 
Grounds and Octaſcons fn he. Contempt 
of the Clergy. But this © trembling 
andjcalons Fir was quickly over; for 
the yery next Line, he Joyes me like 
mad $ 


[ 2}: 
mad x; that be adil, 
FA 7A 6.8 tis , p34 


vent dr $ might mate ſome 
1. dpu.ty ty 7 Ne? am in 


earvep. "Yi, had read | 


f24 Cake, Bu als, is Fall 
Ig oF is ſuch 2 Paſſion f 
os | for_ before 1 had 


£0d of thay Side, all was 
=2 Coup fas into ano- 
der Coen ng: ,: $ whether in 
many things id we 
And tv, Se 


1E Fes me from 

metimes be makes 

me Hi hy Wngipatl pa Nog as tt 
KA. 


Cry and Mor Lake! vote & 


iy 


me an inevit 


Knave, fla nd 
Priend wo bon wg, s of 
_ % Has of al the x covet > 

and .that :quaints 
yh was the ou * Fat oaly, be 


alas, 


.— 


[8] 

alas, Sir , he knew full well, that 
- this might have huff'd, and quite 

ſpoil'd fuch an unſettled temper as 
mine.; and therefore he knew'how 
to ſpend , good words moderately , 
and how to put in a daſh of hunuli- 
ation with diſcretion. To keep com- 
pany only , with Worthies, and the 
Learned, is too fatning and foggy 
it would in time intoxicate , and 
breed conceit , and bad humours ; 
and therefore my Friend knew very 


, - well, how healthful and ſeaſonable 


it would be for my Conftitution, to 
take ſometimes freſh Air, and to 


ſend me abroad zo - ares Briefs. The: 


truth of it is, I muft perfeRly refi 
up my ſelf to his management; for 
whether I do or no, I perceive , he 
will difpoſe of me according to his 
good pleaſure : Sometimes T am per- 
mitced tobe in the right; ſometimes 
1 muſt be iff. the wrong; cen ac- 
cording to the humour that he: is in ; 
for once io ſo many Pages, to'keep 
me meek, it is convenient, that faulcs 
ſhould be found ; and then' he ap" 
plies 


—_ ww + 


[9] 
| RES to the Book , and 
for them with all earneſtneſs 
_— And indeed, Sir, if I 
may ſo lay without ſeeming conceit- 
ed of my own undertaking ; the An- 
ſwerer might as well have excepted 
againſt all the Book; and to make 
ſhort of it, havepronounced it one en- 
tire and continual Lie from beginning 
to ending, with as much reaſon, as to 
_—_ againſt many of thoſe paces, 
which he fas pick'd out to confure : 
Which will more plainly appear by 
the choice of the ObjeQions , - thar 
he has made againſt my Letter : For 
having moſt carefully peruſed - his 
Anſwer, Iprofeſs, Sir, to you, thar, 
in-my opinion, the moſt ſturdy ones 
 whichareto be found in his whoſe 

Book, are fuch as follow ; v:z. 

' That there is ſomewhat in Homerg 
beſides an Accompt of Achilles's Toes, 
and the Gracians Boots, That take 
two Zads , the one ſixteen, the other 
fourteen years of Age; he of fix- 
teen ſhall be wiſer , than he of four- 
teen, Cateris paribus, 7.ce. as he ex** 

plains 


[10] 
plains himſelf, /f- at , fourteen, the. 
aforeſaid ſixteen Lad hapned ta be | 4s 
wiſe as the other is now. euery 
Gentleman that keeps a Chaplain , has 
not 4 Cozex Abigail t9, wait upon his 
Lady. That it is lawful ta take. & Prev 
face from Adam, becauſe the New 74» 
ftaments refers to _ Tk 9f is 
#5 a Neighbouring Miniſter af bis , that 
bas above five bundred Sermons by hips ; 
and having lately wery well lacked guer 
the ſame, finds not ane of then - ts 


gin with an ingenious . Pilture. 7h, 


it is very allowable ta ſbred inta a Sevs 
mon good ftore of Latin «nd. Greek 
( at leaſt Latin ) though it be in,. 
Country Pariſh , becauſe ald Mr. Dad 
uſes to ſay,ſe much Latin, ſo much Fleſh, 
That it is a preat joy, and refreſhmaant 
to 4 Miniſters own under{iqguding . te 
uote ſeveral Languages, though no- bo- 
ay underiands them bat himſelf. That 
though it ſhould be admitted, that for 
the moſt part in 4 Countrey Fillage 
Latin might be ſpared ; yet, if it be out 
of S. Auſtin, it is very uſeful, though 
no Creature in the Pariſh anderſtands 
one 


ws ww RX Tr _ «<a 


C1) 
ane Title of ut 1 berauſe 1g B07 ant pee 


le are not to be impoſes upon. Zaftly 
Thar theſe little Sentences, vit. as it 


tries to do it; but fays the fame that 
FEdo{only hedoes not know of it ) 
when he-rhmks he contradias me : 
Allwhich will appear afterwards in 
their due places; [for I would wil- 
lingly' be "as -careful to obſerve his 
Method, as he has been induſtrious 
to, miſtake my Meaning. 

The firſt thing wherein: 1 am fo 
ſhamefully and horribly out, is, that 
I have not ſufficiently. rekoned up the 
Grounds and Occaſions of the Con- 
rempt of the Clergy. For that I having 
referred all to Ignorance and 
Poverty , 


[12] 
Poverty, Thave, fays hie, (p.5;"8&c.) 
woſt careleſly left ont the Papiſts,- Fer 
ſuits, Quakers, ——_— - and 
{by his leave). he has: forgot one ,: as 
well as I forgot the reſt, and that: is 
the Dreining of the Fens , there being 
a near relation between Atheiſm and 
the Contempt of the Clergy. 'But-no man 
can think of all things at ance. 

Well; and do you think; Sir, that 
our old Friend is in good carneſt , or 
does he 4rol/? Does he in” his Cons 
ſcience believe that the Papiſts do 
ſlight and undervalue our Clergy ? 
Do they lay their Plots, and | Stratas 
gems to make us daily mexe and more 
deſpiſed ?: and does he chink' that 
they are really at the very bottom -of 
their hearts, Adverſariesand Enimies 
ro: the Church of Znglind? Well; 
{ſuppoſe they be ; what would he have 
me todoin'this caſe ? Muſt I ſer fail 
preſently for Rome, or diſpatch a let> 
ter forthwith to the Pope, deſiring him 
out of all love, to tie upall his Prieſts 
and Ze/uits, and not ſuffer any one of 
them to crols our Seas : and further- 
more 
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more, to-lethis MHe/ineſs know, that 
in good truth:he -does not. do at- all 
like a Gent/eyan, to let his.' Apengs , 
and Zmiſſerjes ramble up and down 
with Swords, and long Perukes; and 
other faſhionable diſguiſes ; inveag- 
ling thoſe of our Cherch,: and 
ing up and down in unknown ha» 
bits, for ſome of the leaſt of our 
Learned Clergy , puzung them -with 
Sophiſmes, and making their Triumphs 
over them ?. Do you not think, Sir, 
that he would liſten to this, as he did 
to the Quaker, that went over to 
convert him? -- Surely the : faſwerer 
cangot be fo ignorant of the Romiſb 
Church, and Conſtitutions, as not to 
ſce, that ſolong as the Pope believes 
himſelf Supreme and infei7#bl:, or 
( which is all one ) endeavours to car- 
ry on the humour of being thought, 
and believed ſo to be ; fo long as the 
Proteſtants ftand in their opinion for 
Schiſmaticks; and they believe, or, 
atleaſt ſay they do, that there is no 
ſalvation out of their own Church ; 
fo long as they think themſelves ob- 
liged 


arenas _ 
formation; y, as 
heal _—_ 


hey will beg our leave 
to comb their Perakes , before they 
come out of their Dreſſag-Room ? of 


delve wi 
cauſe I thought it aext to impoſſible , | | 
co hinder akoperher their contriving 
our contempt { it being ia a manner 
in the Body of their Relagion fo to 
do) as alſo rhat there be ſeveral wiſe 
and wholſom Srarwees of this Realm, 
with all care and Prudenoe at firſt 
made, and ſince often renewed { and 
now larely inforc'd by ſtrift Procia- 
mation yo prevent their bad inenti- | 
ons towards us,and to defeat,as much 

as may be, their plots againſt us ; if 


the 


L 


my 
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the Hſwerer would but have oon- 
ſidered of rhefe things, and had he 
but had thar ſame gratifiing Mafter 
of bis, who nfedas he ſays, fo to 6- 
pen his underſtaniing in the Caſe of 
Juvenal «nd Florus; perhaps he 


ipht begin to gueſs, why I did not 
pace inf upon the Papiffts#as 
great octations of the Contempt of 
our Clergy, but left them, and many 
ſuch thinps, to be treated of by him - 
In doing of which (although I am 
not aprto boaſt of good works )'1 
did very friendlily , For had I not 
lefe rwo or three ſuch things un- 
touch'd , he would have been hard 
= to it ( as far as I perceive ) to 

ve found Furniture for his A»- 
ſwer. 

Bur yer for all that, if 1 were 
highly pleaſed with my own Moat! ; 
and were reſolvcd to hale, and ferch 
in all to my two choſen words of 
Hanorance and Poverty, and ſifly to 
defend the ſame ; I could then, Sir, 
for a need, tell him, that many have 
been tempred to turn Catholi:ks ( as 
they 


4 ar. 
++. 
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they call them ) for want of pre- 
ferment z and many have been #- 
buſed and lighted by them, and 
brought themſelves and others of 
their Profeſſion into Contempt , for 
want of Knowledge. 

Now, though I never expeQed, 
thay all the Clergy of England ſhould 
be /o ſabtile in Logick , þ cunning at 
untwiſtin, « Complex » fo ex- 
perimentally Skilled in Subjec# and 
Predicate, ſo accurate at forming 4 
Perb , and at hunting out an Etyma- 
logy to the firſt Original ( as I per- 
ceive the pt xk - by what be fo 
earneſtly recommends in ſeveral 
places ) butthat here and there one 
in a Country might poſſibly be worſt- 
ed by a_keea and pinching Feſuite, yet 
cerainly , if the Clergy in general 
were better. drniſhed with all ſorts, 
and advantages of Learning, it 
would be more diffi-ulc for thoſe di- 
ligent Zxemies of ours, to meet 
with ſo many frequent opportuni- 
tics of Victory and Conquelt: and 
thereby, you know, Sir,the roumey 
an 
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.and: Occaſions of the Contempt. of 
the Clergy would much leflen'd, 
though not altogether removed : 
For I hope , that no body counts me 
ſo extravagantly mad ,, and doting, 
as to think that 1 ſhould believe , 
that it might poſſibly be ſo contriv'd, 

that there ſhould not be any livin 
creature in Orders in the whole land, 
but ſhould be ſorich, and leatned, as 
that he ſhould never tempt any. man 
to diſeſteem him ; or that he ſhould 
behave himſelf ſo worthily , and diſ- 
creetly, that it were impoſſible for 
the vileſt Raskal, Yarlet, or Infidel 
inthe world not to reſpet him, and 
attend to his DoCtrinez ( which 
is a thing that the Avſwerer has a 
reat mind that 1 ſhould fay, becauſe 
e can contradiCt it ) ſeeing that I 
had faid ſeveral times in my Lerrer , 
as alſo in the Preface, that 1 would 
propound nothing, as near a$1 could, 
but what was hopeful, and pratticable. 
Which thing if he had been at. let-. 
ſure to have minded, he need nor 
then have held up his hands fo 
C tiigh 


[18] 
igh, and Tepeat it ten or twelye 
Ju: with ſuch wonderment, that 1 
ſhould refer all to Poverty and Zzno0- 
YANce | | 
I am very loth, Sir, to go about to 
abate the Aſwerer*s prizing himſelf, 
for diſcovering ſo many other ſeve- 


ral occaſions of the Contempt of the - 


Clergy , belides thoſe which I men- 
tioned : but I perceive he ſeems 
mightily concern'd { as you know, 
Sir, one Friend cannot but be for 
another) that I ſhould be ſo lamen- 
tably miſtaken, as to ſay, that what- 
ever leſſen the value of the Clergy, or 
render it leſs ſerviceable to the world, 
than might be reaſonably hoped , may 
be all referred\to Ionorance and Pover- 
ty. For, ſays he, p. 7. The Occaſions 
of the Contempt of the Clergy are not 
only ( on ou part ) Tonorance and 
Poverty, Again p. 18, 7ou had ſaid 
enough, ſays he, if our [gnorance and 
Poverty had been only ſome,, or the 
main of thoſe thinss that Itſew our 
value, and not the only things. And 
p.22. /Vh:#efore apain , ſomewhat elſe 
| is 
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5s ſomet inzes the occaſion. of the Con- 
tempt of the Clergy. ud p.23.1wiſh, 
fays he, you had not ſaid, Hhatever 
eſſen the value , &c—$0' that 'I 
perceive, if I had faid that Poverty 
and Znorance had been ſome of the 
or” the 14/2 , or chief occa- 
cody hg: pr leo 7 10n _ 
enough ; ( I might pofhibly have 
e Gentlemans Da z } but to 
they are the o»{yz that there is 
aothing beſides ; to put in that tab- 
ing ward HFhatever, it was an un- 
kind, and «»fr ie»dly Expreſſion. 
_.” Truly, Sir, you know pretty well 
my temper; and I believe, would 
vouch for me, that I had no malice 


in my heart, when I ſaid #batever : 


But I much wonder that the 4nſwer- 
e&r , who did fo often, and: folici- 
touſly wiſh, that that ſame offenſive 
word HPhatever had been left our, 
ſhould overlook thoſe others that 
are in the ſame -Senteace ; viz. ther 
might be reaſonably haped ; or if he 
did not , what did he think they 
meant ? he may believe me, that 

CT'Y thoſe 
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thoſe words were not put in | by 
chance, and (being flow to confeſs ) 
4 now made uſe of to deliver ' me from 
s pirmnucpon = = e : But I —_— 
, thereby to _ OO ; tuſt, 
That 1 woulda uire into ſuch cau- 
ſes, and grounds, as might be rea 
ſonable , and proper for. me to en- 

quire into ; and not intoſuch thi 
as were already taken cate of - by 
the Zaws of the. Realm, or Canons, 
and Conſtitutions of our Church, as 
was beforehinted. And had we af 
Ad of Parliament, that were in: as 
good force, againſt the. Poverty of the 
Clergy, ( which a worthy, 'and: very 
- H.4Þ, fiſe tells us, might be ſo or- 
-dered, as it might not be very grie- 
vous to' the. Subje# ) as againſt the 
- :Forreign, and domeſtick enemies of 
our Chirch; 1 had left out. that as 
well as 'thoſe many other cauſes, 
which the .feſwerer thinks fit | to 
mention : :but indeed as to that 'other 
bulineſs of want of Zearning ; that 
would ſcarce be eaſily remedied: by 
vTorn! a YVore 


learned Author in a late 7rea- 
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a Yate of the Houſe , except- it were, 


extragrdinany {+l 


\ "Another, thing that Lintended by 


thoſe words, -was,that I would meddle 
with nothing that was almoſt Impoſſi. 
ble to be, wholly avoided : and there- 
fore at that. time, I did not think it 
cofiyenient .{ though perhaps atrer- 
ward I may ) totell the. people, that 
there are ' a, great many very wicked 
oxes in the world, and always will 
be, *Such Imean, who defying Hea- 
ven, and even God himſelf ; it is no 
wonder. that they are not ſparing to 
n Sferey # ;, although he has a 
Jarge 


very. . Parſonage, and although 
bal thoſe ſame Books, that ithe 


Anſwerer lays { p.46, ) he has heard of : 
nay, though he be one of his »ergh- 
bouring Doftors,with his ratling Coach : 
for we have thoſe that can ow/e and 


ſwear, as loud as that can rattle, and 


ramble, let the road be never ſo un- 
even , and the Coach-may drive ne- 
ver ſo hard, and ſo they will, fo 
long as they. give themſelyes up to 
the Devi/. But thoughtitnot fit to 

C 3 writg 


[22] 
write a Letter t tw, © chain up 
his buſie ſpirits of datkneſs, from in-' 
terinedling with affairs on Earth ; 
- nor to inſert him for one Ground or 
Oceaſion of the Coxterypt of the Clers 
23: But this, I think, (may convent 
eritly be ſaid, that wittyer number” 
we have” of thoſe tht are deſpiltts' 
riot- ory, '6ff the? Ciiryy , but of all 
that isgood 3 4hd'that were] to write 
my firſt Z#ivr'againy-T cannot ( by 
the bleſſins-'of 'God-'Y think of any 
more ptope?' way; either to recover 
them trom'perpetual ruine, or tg a- 
bate- theif mfecting of others, thar 
With all-eavfi6ſtneſs to with that there 
might-be daily additions of ſuch to 
our #orthy'Clergy ,' whoſe Counſel; 
Value, afid'Exarple might win thent 
by degrees into! ſome” ſenſe of  Reli- 
2100 , \atid better '6pinion 'of thoſe 
that are\ribre peculiarly the Main- 
tainers ofthelame. | " 

I know there be ſome,” who haying 
a great '\minid to diſſike fomething or 
other, think they have made a con- 
fiderable' ObjeQtion againſt what T 
writ 
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_ writ before,by ſaying, That I was ye- 
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fteng as'tothe carriage, and comver- 
ſerine: Clog which apr 
ly true,. and yet no. great omiſ- 
parey becauſe I thought with my 
ſelf, that if chere were any want - of 
advice, Kc _ to the or 
, it t be more proper to 
line by ſuck as had futhority 
oyer them, and power -to-mind them 
of wie aa cenſures : but, for my 
rt, I'know. very little ſeryice that 
could--do in that kind, unleſs I 
ſhould: have ' rid up.and down the 
Country, and turned. Parrettor, or u- 
former 3-and ſobriogin a Rell of ſuch 
as are idle and negligent in their Pro- 
fefſion -' An employmeat, I muſt con- 
feſs, that I.-do not much , approve of, 
but ſhall leave it to the ready and 
litning-- Nanconformifts : whoſe ill 
Will to. the preſenr <ftabliſhment of 
the Church, would make- them ve 
glad of the office: and, I am con 
dent, 'they would bring ina very fine 
bill fince..S. Bartholomew the famous, 
if they were but entruſted: with the 
contriving of it. C 4 And 
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And perhaps this may in part fatiſ- 
fie ej Anſwerer x boo it he ſaid 
apainſt me{p. 40. ) viz. that ntegri- 
ty, together with Zearning, and an 
Eſtate, is more conſiderable than ei- 
ther of them or both together. Yes 
truly thatit is, by above teri in the 
hundred : . But yet for all that, he 
nced not to think, that ſuppoſipg the 
great 7ithes ſhould be be d upon 
a Vicar ; that heſhould preſently fall 
to- breaking all the Commandments, 
and ſaying the Creed backwards : for 
that is,or at leaſt muſt be his meaning, 
if he intended to gainſay what-I had 
written: that is,' that Learning, and 
a 200d converiient Eſtate are of -none, 
or very ſmall accompr and uſe 'in a 
Clergy-man ; if there be but integrity 
of Life,and good cowmverſation + Which, 
I ſay, I think. 'is* not extraordinary 
true : For take this ſame integrity, 
that has but ile money , and very 
few Books : and''give this Zntegrity a 
good \Z:brary';"land the knowledge 
thereof, 'and an hundred” poutids a 
year; and'if this'-/»r-g7ity be” not 
INS | MOTE 
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more conſiderable, -and do more good 
in the world, then poor, naked and 
unlearned Zztegrity,. I never faw the 
like of it ; eſpecially in a Clergy-mas, 
who-you know, Sir, ſince miracles 
are ceaſed, 'are ſuppoſed to come to 
a better knowledge of the mind of - 
God, and better able to diſcover the 
ſame tathe people that axe commit- 
ted to'their care, by dedicating them- 
ſelves, - and their tume, to that Deſign 
and Service. 

It is juſt toas much pnrpoſe, and as 
much againt me, what the Azſwerer 
ſays on in the ſame Page, viz. That 
very rich and very learned Clergy-mex 
have been deſpiſed ; witneſs the Bi- 
ſbops in the lace times. Yes truly, I 
muſt needs grant an old Friexd of 
- mine, that taking away all their #- 
flates, the frch-Biſbop's Head, and 
putting may of them in Priſon, are 
notable Signs of their being - deſpiſed'; 
and he may remember alſo, what the 
fame deſpiſing Raſcals did to our S0- 
veraign the Xing ; and what would 
he inter from thence? If any thing at 
E all, 


[26] 
all; it muſt be, that Riches and Anon- 
| ledge are altogether as uſeleſs, and! as. 
ſubje& to Contempt, as Poverty. and. 
Janorance : If he pleaſe, he may-ſ{d 
infer; but when he has done, he 
will ſcarce be able to hire two in a 
Country to believe him, unleſsthey be 
very ſpecial and inward Friends, 
But of all Stratagems that he makes 
uſe of, to ſhew how vain, and: ſuc- 
ceſsleſs all my endeavours were like- 
ly to be; that certainly argues the 
moſt of cloſe and thick thiaking , 
which he lucks upon ( p. 12. ) Nay, 
fays he, Iwill vez:#re further @ li 
to make it appear ( and indeed; if 
there were ever Yentare made; this 
was one ) that /znorance 4nd Poverty 
are not the only grounds of Contempt 3 
for ſome Clergy-men are as much faght- 
ed for their preat Learning, 4s others 
are far their [anorance, Now although 
he ſays in his Preface,” that he would, 
ot much boaſt of comvincing the world, 
how mach Twas miſtaken in what 1 un- 
dertook , yet, I am confident of it, 
that this Comtriyance of his did- in- 
wardly 
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bir hebs.'ns &s, that what 
fr did Anderd vn vn tickle my 
Spleen. But wherein, 'I pray, Sir, 
are they flighted ? O, ſays he, in 
ththy Preathing ; « Zearmed-Scholar- 
Preacher can neither keep the people a- 
wake, nor murbe theme write after him s 
whereas] z plain right-down leſs * hare 
pom all make them flare ' and ftart 
Awith  Beeth, hearel Joke 

1s Beet at 
the Chirch-Door, once in five or fis 
if as yell as the moſt Feclefpatti- 


Oy exerciſing upon 


Boy Fae 
pes he rhink, Sir, that Zpno- 
rence will out-Preach Learning ? He 
4 to remember that into want of 
co I put alfo' Diſcretion, and 
the uſe of Leaming; and al- 
Dok conifideration of the capacity of the 
Anaitors ; and there be many other 
things, beſides Greek and Zatin, hard 


 #ords, and ſome Myſterious Points, 


which to preach to Common People, 
you had as good give them a a 
avout 


| [28] 
about Squaring the Circle +. Andthere- 
fore he didnothear me fay, that the. 


ateft Meer-Scholar is always either: + 
te moſt admired Prezcber, or really 
does the moſt good, becaufe many 0-, 
ther Circumſtances are required, up». 


on which the Fame, and Succeſs of a 
Preacher does ſometimes depend - But 
yet, thus farI durſt venture to lay, 
{ ſeeing that we are got upon the Yex- 
turing Pin) that he that underſtands 
the Holy Srriproves beſt, and therein 
the Mind of God explained ; (under 
which I comprehend all Learning re- 
uilite for the fame ) he alſo that has 
the Command of true and uſeful Rhe- 
torick ; diſcerning what; words are 
| maſt proper., aud intelligible; and 
" how they are ſo to be orderedas. they 
ſhall not make either - any harſh, and 
unpleaſant noiſe , nor be. difficultly 
underſtood ; and that has beſides an 
audible and graceful Voice, . a come- 
ly and unblameable Geſture ; if this 
man thus accompliſh'd, be not more 
reſpeCted, and likely ro do more good 
in general, then he that wants all, « 
as 
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has but ſomeſew of theſe, then is- it 
a moſt Taſh-and idle thing, to wiſh 
the very meaneſt we have ofthe Cler- 
£7, tohave had the opportunities of 
any better improvement. 

But, O, the ſani#ified poſtures, the 
familiar and condeſcending Simili- 
tudes, and the inſinuating and melt- 
ing Voice | 1 hope, Sir, they do not 
relolve to muzzle my Clergy-max, or 
think that Tintendedonly a mnte Di- 
vine; one that ſhould only frown , 
and -forehead his Pariſhioners into a 
- Godly Life, inſtead of prudently re- 
proving them ; and ſaying nothing to 
the purpoſe , ſhould only chear up 
the people, with drawing up his 
Chaps intoa pleaſant Smile, when the 
Hſe of Comfort is ready to come : Of 
which Religious Face-makers, we had 
a great plenty in the late zealous 
times ; thoſe, I mean , that uſe to 
rurn up the Glaſs, and ſpend a quar- 
ter of*it, in rocking of themſelves into 
a ſtill fit of Prayer, and then break- 
ing out into a ſudden fright -of Devo- 
tion,as: if they. were riſen mn mn 

cad, 


C30] 
dead; \Weare, ( thanksbe toGod:) 


-\- paſt thoſe days , -whea the Palpiteers 


uſe toſtrip andtruls themſelves, as! if 
they were to ſhew ſame ſpiritaal tur- 
bling ; and ſo having hung up (their 
Cloaks, and put back their | hair. be- 
-hind their Ears, ſometimes they were 
for bending backwards, as if - they 
would take up a Shilling in their 
'Bye-lids ; ſometimes again for ftretch- 
ing upon the Cuſhion, ' as if they 
would turn over [their heads, and 
ſhew you the idouble Summerſet, but 
then, ifthere came to be any extraor- 
dinary Shew., and the Occaſion did 
require any-tranſcendent Feats of A- 
Qivity , and great Agility 'of Body, 
ſuchas a publick Thanksgrving, or a 
Solemn Day of Humiliation, ſuch a 
time called only for clole Drawers, 
and the Breeches were to be left at 
home, becauſe they. were great damp- 
ers of the power of the Spirit, and a 
vaſt hindrance to the efficaciods - car- 
#ying 0n the Hork of the Day, and the 
immediately ſucceeding Tax: Then, 
it was that Godlineſs - chiefly _ 
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ſtd in the manapement of the Eye, 
and he'tharhad the leaſt Pupil, was 
the moſt righteous ; becauſe moſt ea- 
fily co by the rowling-white. 
Then it was, that they would ſcarce 
letaround fac'd man go to Heaven ; 
butifhe had but a little Blood in his 
Cheeks, his condition was counted 
very dangerous; and it wasalmoſtan 
infallible Sign of abſolute reprobati- 
on: AndIwillafſureyou, 'Sir, a very 
honeſt man of a Sanguine Complexion, 
if he chanc'd to come nigh an offici- 
ous Zealot's Houſe , might be ſet in 
the Stocks, only forlooking freſh in a 
froſty morning z and yet, for all that, 
theſe pale and world. renouncing 
Szints , ſhould lily lick up all the 
Sweet-meats of a {mall Pariſh, and re- 
ligiouſly ſuck down a Pint or two of 
Malags, and then deſpiſe the Crea- 
ture, unleſs taken with moderati- 
on 


What the Anſwerer meant, in ſay- 
ing that an unlearned Preacher had 
many ways to keep people awake, 
and to make them as buſie with their 
Pens, 


[32] 
Pens, as the Clerksare in their Chan 
cery Office ; whereas a man of Reaſon, 
and true Eloquence ſhould not fo 
much as draw torth one Sigh, Tear, 
or drop of Ink, I donot underſtand, 
for, for my. part, I ſee nothing to the 
contrary, but that a Perſon of good 
Education and Diſcretion ( if he. did 
not think it uſeleſs and phantaſtical ) 
may hollow as loud, as the mot illite- 
rate of all; for, Sir, if you remem- 
ber, care was taken, that ſuch as were 
deſigned for the Miniftry , i ſhould 
have,not only all their owtward Limbs, 
but allo good, ffrong, and laſting - Zn- 
trails ; which, you kaow, Sir, if the 
Mouth does but open, and things. be 
but a little ordered, will make »oiſe 
exon:h Jt indeed People were to be 
bellow'd or blownto heaven, then cer- 
tainly their Herd/mez with his Horn, 
might ſave more People of the Pariſh, 
than the 477»iſter,though he ſplits his 
Throat ; and I deny not, but that a 
man may be {car'd by a whole Cannon, 
or a. Crack of Thunder, but ſcarce into 
a good Life that Will hold and con- 


tinue ; 
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[33] 
tioue 3.and alchough to the late fa- 
mous 77zers, it was an approved of 
Sign of Converſion, to have beet in 
a great Storm, or. Zempeſt , and to 
have been alittle frighted or affefted 
therewith ;. yet I cannot forbear to 
fay. , that that perſon, who has been 
kept awake by a meer hideous. noiſe, 
and ſuch a #renuous. Yoice that will 
not ſo muchas let the , paor Zackdews 
reſt quietly upon the Steeple : . when 
he gets bur once. out. of \that jarring 
Din , he. may preſently fall aſleep, 
and as well try to meditate upon a 
Sound ef Trumpets, as any thing that 
he remembers towards the amend- 
ment of his life. __ WY 
, 1 did partly, Sir, promiſe to, ob+ 
ſerve the 4nſwerer's Method ; but 1 
am afraid 1 ſhall not be- altogether 
ſogood as my word; and if I fail, 1 
ſuppoſe it is no great matter, for L 
do not perceive, that the, cloleneſs ,of 
his Siege 1s ſuch, as ſhould ſtriQly re- 
quire any fuch thing z therefore be- 


fore 1. proceed any- further, as be 


tells me p+ 55 that b has no reaſon ' 


F240 


[34] 
thank me, that T ſhould Take notice 
of no ' other Occaſions of 'the Contempt 
of the Clergy, but Ignorance and Po- 
verty; 10, I am ſure I have, very lit- 
tle reaſon to thank him, for trying 
to make” people believe, that I ſhould 
ſay , that ' whatever -Diſgrace or Con- 
tempt did lie npon any of the” Clergy; 
it was altogether their own Fanlts ; to 
which purpoſe, I am confident, he 
ſpeaks nigh twenty times in his Book, 
By two or three places, Sir, you-may 
gueſs at his meaning inthe reft,* p. 6. 
he ſays, 7 do almoſt inſalt over 'the 
Poverty of the Clergy , and that 7 ao 
in a manner exinſe the Laity for de- 
ſpifine the Clergy, and p. 18. © he 
wonders at me for thinking that  zhe 
Clergy is wholly acceſſary to their own 
ſhame; whereas it 1s oft times their 
Mrisfortune , as he ſays, p. .23. and 
the matter had not been much, if 
he would have been content, to 
have been miſtaken all "alone by 
himfelf, but he muſt draw in the 
Countrey Gentlemen', and {candalize 


them; and ſet them to 'make a 
groundleſs 


D 
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-onhdlefs and ſenſeleſs Speech, from 
Rar hie pretends they ſhould find in 
my Book ; ſaying, Zook you here, Par- 
Jon, have you ſeen this Book ? beye is 
one that has .,maae it as plain as the 
Sup , that you are a tompany of dul 
Block-heads , and that the reaſon tht 
YOu (are no more reſpetted, is all your 
own fault ; andſo yo may, Cen fink 
$ your owB [crrows, there. is, no body 


Likely to pity You. 


"Surely, Sir, the Anſwerer has gor 
my Book purpoſely Ptinted for his 
own miſtaking ; For , T can fiad op 
fach thing at all in nine, namely, 
thatz] the 4 wrt or calamity that 
ulls upon diy of the Clergy is wholl 
Ir Zrogetor Raton by his 
ſelves. But the contrary I find almoſt 
every page : .as ſuppoſe a Lad ſhquld 
be" impoſed upon, and made believe 
he'ts fit for the Univerſity , and there- 
tipoti ſhould be prefently ſent away 
with card's Corderius, and Textor's 
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the befintini of the next verſe, fo 
Dsi firted 
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fitted to his tongue, - that it is read 
to ſtart out of his mouth at the” firfi 
ſight ofthe Theatre, or Kings Colledge 
pel : and ſuppoſe when he corhes 
there, that his parts are ſuch, that 
the Muſes come upon him but very 
flowly, or that he cares not much far 
their further acquaintance z havin 
been ſufficiently bang'd out of a 
love to them at Schoot already : or, 
ſuppole he having a mind to ſtudy, 
has neither 7me, Books, ,nor: Money 
to purchaſe 'them : but muſt go to 
the Stationers, to look what's the 
Engliſh of a word: and that his 
friends being either not willing, or 
not .able to maintain him there a- 
bove five os fix months, he goes and 
ſeeks his fortune; and ;ſo as it is in 


the Fable, he ſkips into the pond, in 
hopes of a flock of Sheep ; buto. is falls 


out, that he never arrives. to the [E+ 
. ferment of above twenty Poo ; yy 
year ; whereupon , Sir, upon theſe 
and the like occaſions, it ſo happens 
that ſuch an one poſſibly proves 
not very ſerviceable to the Church, 
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nor much efteemed of by the people - 
Now can anyone in the world, be- 
ſides the p By be fo mad as to 
think, that I who had reckoned up 
theſe, and many ſuch occaſions of 
the Contempt of the Clergy , and 
finding thereupon, here and there, 
a perſon in orders not. ſo honoured 
and uſeful, as might be wiſhed ; 
ſhould preſently bid him / or tempt 
others, by what ſaid, to do it ) go 
hang, damn , or bury bimſelf alive , 
20 ſink, drown, or die in a ditch like 
4 dog : he may cen thank himſelf ;, it 
was perfeitly his own fault : a great 
lazy lubber, that might have had 2 
Ziving of ſix or ſevenſcore pounds 4 
year ; and he muſt} be modeſt, and go 
puling into a private corner with one 
of ſixteen; an idle and unambitions 
Coxcomb , that might have had his 
Barns top full of Corn, beſides two 
great ftacks in the Tard, and when 
be ſhould be gathering in his refreſhing 
Harveſt , for him to be counting up his 
few in-coming eggs ; or ſcrambling 
with the poor Pigg for Plums under the 

7 a 2 Damfin 
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Daman tree : an ill contriving” Raſcal , 
that in his younger years. ſhould. chooſe 
to lug the bag and the bottle 'a mile or 
to ta School : and to. bring home only 


a ſmall bit. of Greek or Latin moſs ' 
magiſterially conftrued ; and mould. . 


not enter himſelf into one of the great 
Schools of the Land, where he migbt 
have received his belly full of know- 
ledge in full chargers , and afterward 
having five or ten pounds 4 year plen- 
tifully afowed him - by his friends, 
ſhould, forſake the Univerſity, and 'the 
Advantages thereof , and go ſneaking 
into the Country, and ſpend the prime 
of his years with a company of ſmall 
Grammer-Singers: 4a careleſs and inp 
provident wretch , that ſhonld be. ſo 
overſeen, «s to be deſcended of ſuch an 
humourſome and phlegmatick Father, 
ipho was ſo ſurly, and dull as to beſtow 
upon him neither Eſtate nor Parts , or 
that ſhould be ſo inconſiderate and un- 
diſcerning «s that he ſhould ſuffer him- 
ſelf to be begotten of ſuch mean and. or- 
dinary Parents: whereas there be ſo 
many fine and tall 'Gentle-folks in the 


world , 
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world, that corld have given or pro- 
cured him: preſent preferment : away 
miſerable and low contented morral ! 
Weep on, and die! ſinking in your own 
ſorrows, and in your own contrived mi- 
ſeries; for you are likely to havelno help, 
pity or reſpett from us. 

Aﬀer this rate, Sir, he dilcredits 
the Countrey-Gentry, in that Speech, 
which he makes for them, as if he 
could find any one creature in the 
whole Nation ( h_ ſaw my 
Book) beſides himſelt, ſo egregiouſly 
weak, as to miſtake me ſo grolly as 
he repreſents them to do. ® 

Neither, Sir, would it {atisfie the 
Anſwerer to endeavour to make peo- 
«ple believe, that it was my opinion, 
that whatever diſeſteem any of the 
Clergy did lie under, was perfedtly 
occaſion'd by their own choice, and 
wholly to be attributed to their own 
neglet?, and imprudence : but he muſt 
needs go about to draw me in, #0 un- 
derwalue the whole Clergy of the Land : 
which he has as much reaſon to hope 
to do( fron any thing that I ſaid } 
D 4 as 
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as to try to-perſwade me, that I pro- 
miſed in my firſt Zerter to cut my, own 
throat ; ' and for ' that purpoſe , he 
has ſo ordered 'the buſineſs, that in 
the Mercarius Librarius, to the end 
of the 7itle of his * Anſwer, theſe 
words are added, viz, herein is 
contained a ſober vindication' of the 
Clergy of England from the imputation 
of "Folly and Tpaorance, Now , Sir, 
alchough 1 did'not ſpend much time 
in contrivirig a ® commendation of 
our wiſe* and honourable Clergy ; yet 
ih ſeveral plpces I ſaid ſo much, and 
acknowledged it ſo far, * that IT 
thought that no body, that would 
bur at all attend to what I writ, and 
were not very humourforne, and pee- 
viſh beſides, could poſſibly miſtake 
my" ' Meaning, my deſign being 
not to 'make a needlels and fo: 
lemn commemoration of the 'Learn- 
ing "and Wiſdom of our Clergy 
('which the whole world has always 
admired, and have reaſon ſtill to do, 
and our Adverſarics-to dread ) but 
ſtill to encreaſe the number of our 
Pr 29% Admirers 
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Adrmirers, and that we:may become 
a greater terrour to the Znemies of 
our Church. Neither, Sir, was I al- 
together ignorant , how much the 
ordinary fort of our £Engliſh Clergy 
dofar excel in Learning, the com- 
mon Prieſts of the Church of Rome. 
But, Sir, as Itold you in my laſt, as 
there were very good reaſons ( ever 
fince /»faliibility, and the ſeveral Arts 
thereunto belonging, was laid a» 
ſide) for which it might be con- 
venient that our Common Cler 

ſhould be richer than theirs : So for 
the ſame reaſons, it might be requi- 
ſite ( or atleaſt very defireable ) that 
it ſhould be more learned ; but for 
all this, Sir, the Avſwerer taking 
rio great delight in — 
what I meant, on he goes p. 25. mo 

hiffor ically ſhewing, that the Z»gliſb 
Clergy, fince the beginning of Queer 
Elizabeth's Reign, is much improved ; 
and the reaſon is, becauſe they can 
now preach much better , than the 
High-Sheriff could then : Whom Imuſt 
grant to be a moſt admirable 'Preacher, 
$3.1 it 


[4] 
if his. Bhanfic, and Birkets held out 
po ro the end of his Sermon ; to 


which, were it warth. the. while to 


reply, it might be ſaid, that ſup- 
poſing the Clergy be. fomewhat im- 
proved ſince thoſe days, he: ſpeaks of; 
and thatthe: reſt of the world ſtood 
ſtaring ſtill at the ſame. low degree 
of underſtanding, then a Clergy man, 
although but a little amended in his 


Judgment , and excelling thoſe of + 


former times, would. be much, va- 
lucd ,' and reſpeted. But ſuppoſe 
the Zaity have an odd kind of _— 
ſie to enquire, to improve , and in 


their way and proportion. to grow in. , 


knowledge allo; * then a' little im- 
provement. in the Clergy will not 
poſſibly be ſo hugely wondered at, as 
the 'Jnſwerer ' expects it ſhould *be, 
unleſs he could procure an' Order to 
have all that are now living in the 


world, to be preſently ' kaock'd 'on; . 
the head, and'to fetch © from the * 


Grave the High-Sheriff, and his igno- 
rant Halberteers' to admire the 
growth and increaſe of Learning, 
that 


* 
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that isnow'to be found in the pre- 
ſent Clergy.- But, for my part, 1 
muſt confeſs, I know no reaſon to 
deny, that the Clergy of the Zand 
does daily conſiderably improve : 
but withal, I do not perceive 
where the Murder, Hitcheraft , 
- or the Feſuitiſme of the buſineſs lie, 
either in wiſhing that they may till 
proceed ;* or in gueſſing wby they 
90-00 no faſter. 

I believe, Sir, you are ſufficiently 
tired with reading the ſmall devices, 
that the. L-/werer makes uſe of to 
defeat the deſign of my Book, and 
the hard ſhifts that he is ſometimes 
put to, to contrive but a conſcionable 
Miſtake; but when his parts grow 
low, - and his Invention flags, then 
heis for ſeeking out for one of my 
own ſuppoſed Objetions ( and pre- 
ſently ſhutting the Book, leſt he 

ould read any of the Anſwer ) he 
$pends histime in paraphraſing upon 
that. How often, Sir, he falls unto 
this humour, it would coſt the Read- 
er near fix pence to know. I ſhall 

| give 
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give you therefore at prefent, Sir, 
but one inſtance of it : About the 
beginning of p. 32. he wonders at 
me very much for ſeeming to - ſay, 
that the wor?? of all Scholars are pick'd 
out for Divinity. For Jays he, 1s it net 
a ſtrange thing, that they who have ai- 
wverted to other Studies , ſhould for a 
great part, prove excellent in their 
kind, able Lawyers, expert Phyſicians, 
Vc. yet they only' who ſettle to Divi- 
nity, fhould for the moſ} part prove 
otherwiſe ? Yes truly, it is a very 
ſtrange thing 3 and | believe the like 
was ſcarce ever heard of; 'eſpeciall 

by an Azſwerer, who: will neithe 

read, nor gueſs tollerably : For, if 
he had but'taken that ſame proſpe- 
dive-Glaſs, which he adviſed me to 
look upon the Laity withal, p. 5. and 
had he but turned either end of ' it 
upon what I ſaid, p: 11, 17, 21 & 
81. perhaps his wondring in time 
would have ſomewhat abated ; for 
there he might have found, ' that ve- 
ry few determin2 themſelves to the 
Profeſſion of Zaw, or Phyſick, with- 
out 
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out the conſideration of ſome Fitates 
upon- which they foreſee they may 
be probably: maintained , untill they 
gain Skill enough, and reaſonable 
Conkidence., to profeſs, what they 
deſign; and, ſure I am, that there 
is ſcarce now to be found a Zanyer in 
the Natien,..that ever got, or'is like- 
ly to, get Sauce for 4 Pallet, but ( be- 
ides his #niverſity-preparations.' 
has ſpent the; beſt part of. his tim, 
for fix. or ſeven years. together to.fis 
himſelf: for. his a Employ- 
ment; andas for thoſe. many, others 
that go. only., to the, /zz5:, of Cour; 
to learn -and , admire. the; excellegt 
Knack of, eating. without. a Zrezcher,, 
or. to know the Porter's. Name, and 
the four. Zerms, thele. are only. a 
ſhame to themſelves,.;ao great dif: 
credit to the. Profeſſion; becaule they, 
neyer | iatend , nor- endeavour , ito; 
practiſe z and if they :ſhould go:aboyg 
it, it would be but to very Finds ad- 


vantage for them to: give; a proof of 
har 1 time; - for he: that pal; 
pably loſes 


bis buſineſs at the Barr, 
once 


| C461 
once and agaiti, meerly for wait of 
Skill, and not out of pardonable tmi- 
ſtake, he may &en run home 'to his 
Chamber, and lay afide his Gown ; for 
his Sword willas well become him in 
Michaelmas-term, as inthe Zong Yack 
Fon, | 

. And theſe, Sir, are the choice and 
beſt of the Reaſons, that I can find in- 
the 4nſmerer , upon which, he will 
not ſuffer any of the infEriour ſort of 
. [the Clergy tocome to any higher de- 
gree of Knowledge, before they eti- 
ter upon their holy Employment. 


The next thing,that he undertakes' to. 


ſhew, is, that ſuppoſing the Ignorance 
of any of the Clergy be ſuch,” as" 'it 
were convenient to wiſh it leſs; 'yer 
that Thave cicher not truly afhgned 
the cauſes of it, or have omitted. ma- 
ny, Ard here in. the firſt place, he 
falls upon me 'as ſeverely, as the ve- 
ry Caſtle-keeper himſelf conld have al- 
moſt done, for finding fault 'with *the 
common Method of ; Sthooting + In 
which, his firſt Afaulr, bout Greet 
and Zatis, isfo forcible and _— 
1s 


mm "7 ee > HO WMH NIH Ame CADE A ae 6 do "= 


+ yy. 


my A, has 


[47] 
hisReaſoniogs [. killingly cloſe and 
feftroying, 'and all his DediiQions io 
fecurely back'd and guard'd ; that 1 
wasalmoſt rempted to renounce Zo- 
vith, andallits: works, and never to 
come again" withih'a. furtong of af 
Untwiſter of complex Themes ; but 
prefently roctap, Hat under 'Arm, and 
torun'as hard as legs would carry me, 


tothe firſt manthat ſold any Amo or 


Tho. About the middle of p. 35. 
{a place T am ſure ſhall no 'more for- 
pet than #/arſtox- Moor ) after a mild 
and pentle ' Preface , 'as ſweer and 
courteous as Friends could deviſe, viz. 
Thez your pardon, lays he, if. 7 be not 
altogether of your opinion, as to the bu- 
faeſ, of Schooling, When, alas ! ( lit- 
tlethinkingI of any ſuch danger, fo 
nighat hand ) without mercy. he ſei. - 
zes upon -me with the utmoſt vio- 
lence, and ding of Zopick , 'and be- 
ginning witha moſt confounding dif- 
junQtive Syflogiſm, called by the wic» 
ked and heard-hearted'a Dilemma , or 
Cornate ( which you know, 'Sir, is the 
moſt barbarous and” unehriſtian that 


can 


[£48] | 
can be invented by man of. Argument ,) 
he tells me after this inhumane -and 
Gyage manner ; Either, ſays he,it is 
eceſſar that Greek and Latin (bouſd 
be learned, or nat, Now , for . my 
part, Fire or Water ; byrn or drown ; 
know not which to chuſe. IF 1. fa 
Not } then he has, me moſt —_ 
upori the Hip, and; brings me. ove 
with a moſt deadly; Gulſh : - For ; 
thinking nothing of this Miſchief, ha 
Zone, and fooliſhly laid, _ that. there 
were very gopd Books in Latin. and 
Greek; and therefore, ſeeing _ 1 
cannot avoid it , I muſt ſay Yes: 
(hough it be. to the undoing of m 
, ite wy, Cn Tes , lays he! 
then if nece[ſary , thoſe {angeuages are 
to p19, wel - Is or __ "well. 
it's Cenas good to be undone, at firſt 
as at laſt; I muſt ſay Yes again. ery 
Lops ! ſays the Anſwerer ;, and now we 
ave got you thus far; 7 proceed, and 
aſſume. Nay, think 1, now I per- 
ceive, he intends to kill me aliye ; 
now come French, Spaniard, Turk, 
Tartar; or ay deviſable thing ; . for 
| fiothing 
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.nothing;'1 am fare ;;\can-be ſ hee: 


theaith, and voihof all” Grace; as a 
cruel and!blood-rhirity -Hſſumer, 2+. Brie 
I muſt |be; content, - for:-6h he: goes, 
and to.make an utteread of i me;;fays; 
that if Greek and\Z/atin! are: to: bd learn 
wed: ut Schoot ;| them 1a gbod' profigiency 
is there tore maae';, \anath if good pros 
fictency:; | then nothunb: hat. thee meek 
words\of the: Langnazes: bes to. he”\ [bin 
fied!» Blt I know; Swury; heb ens 
dyto:'fay: that he goes: pat conclude 
{o:butTcese.ciotitor that z4br he 'urnſt 
conchaid fo , aft ibrtnded:itol onty 
clude againſt what: 4; (aid '3.For 14afd 
nothlag:42ainltItis{LIpgyiecss but 
only tbardome -ot}ter:delightfutsExn- 
ploxatents, mightybo;unixed: 3k 
them';. and thas.a wtry. competent 
Skillthereit mightpofſibly. with more 
advantage be:gainddrontioflame-o- 

ther Authars ,- than gut*of Didfromnr 
ries, 0h Fan's, whith are'notmuch 
better. -A' Lad ſurely» may brang up 
alittle 4rithmetick and Grometry (ber 
ſide a good Bouget - of Latin: .and 

Greek, without breaking the Horles 
ia E Back ; 


the Loſwerer lays, be has'Þ 
Fathers , Gouncils , and the like; 
I have heardthereis a Greek Euclid 
and that there be Latin Books; 
out of which, Knowledge, together 
with words , may be nth 
learned. But alas ! now1thiok of it, 
old Folkes-will nor give unto Chilaren 
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At J, 
Leroy ove, a whole fe” 
all ae d up indi 

Ix for not ble Me. 

ne riftte to get ,, and repeat 

bo _ faces or ” Port of words ; 

ps ſome of them, ha- 

ag nn bur a ſiriall Faculty 

& ons as much reaſon to be 

uijpp' becaiife their Hair is, oor 

and flaxen, or their eyes are 

_ gray: And whatever Senſe the 

pretend is to. be found 

it in Rp Books to affiſt and wp the 


Mematy, yet it is uſually ſo -undiſ- 


cernable to Lads, that. n. "Lad as 
good fer thern 10 ger by heart all the 
_ from 7emple-Bar to Veftminſfer, 
T—_ chat they are ofr-times 


n 2X s fot the buline& of Hower, 
if the Aoſwerer will promiſe me not to 
beangry, I will for once chuſe rather 
to be of my Lord Bacon's Opinion 
than his ; who tells us in his advance- 
ment of Learning, * that he can with- 

** out any difficulty pronounce, that 
q * the Fables of Hamer ( notwithſtand- 
E 2 * 10g 
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* ing he has made a kind of Scripture 
« by the later-Schools of; the Grec;- 
«ans ) had no ſuch inwardnels in- his 
« own meaning, ; but however as the 
Anſwerer well obſerves,there is ſome- 
what elle in; Homer. beſides . Aehilles's 
Toes. But I profels, Sir, my mind did 
{o run upon the ſo often commenided, 
Mcveables of the Captain mids as) 
that I might eaſily forget.the Buckle. 
Garters. But is there no thing elſe. in, 
that ancient and - venerable. Poer, but 
ſtgries of Footmanſbip, & ſuch like low 
accompliſhments? Wasit nothe that 
laid down the firſt Elements of Phyſick, 
& Chirargery;& gave the hcſtGlimples 
far: {crapiag of Lint & ſpreading. Plats 
ſters upon {zather ? Is he ro beunderya: 
lued, that is not only the moſt Chrifti., 
ay but -malt-» Proteſtant, af Potts ;.in 
whoſe Woriss, you may not ,,only , find 
all Prattical Divivity, as Halt as in the 
Little Book of Piety ut ſelf;but moſt Caſes 
of Conſcience warily reſolved, and 
knotty. Controverſies acutely deci- 
ded?” Iske to becalled a Rymbler, who 
glidesas {mouth 2s a Star, or a fired 
| Rocket 
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Rocket of Tow ? wha 'was- not like 
common'confined Mortals,born-at one 
dull place ; but at no lels than ſeven 
the moſt eminent Cries ofthe Fai? Is 
he , with *whoſe Works .Aexander 
alone could take reſt, when as the 
whole world beſides could not con- 
tent him; © and who has been ſo ſ6- 
ſemnly quoted in all Ages, and fo ge- 
nerally relied on as the only Standard 
of Grecian Claſficalneſs , tobe compa» 
Ted with Garagantsa, that was famous 

for nothing elſe but 7orchchals ? A- 
las, Sir, this1s nothing to what might 
be found in Homer, if people were 
but diligent, and go but deep enough 
into the Original, There is the Fe- _ 
ſuits Powder, that the world has made 
ſucha great ſtir about, lies ſo evident- 
ly in one place, that reading but the 
very Verle with true Accent, will al- 
moſt cure anordinary Quartan : And 
apain, there is the Philoſophers Stont' , 
for which people have been groping 
ſo many ' Ages: I could fay fome- 
what concerning a certain long wore 
in the ſecond Ziad, that would 
E 3 _ encourage 
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this puts me in mind of 
what [ have hard {o often ſaid 'con- 
cerning his Zativ Brother , Priace 
Fitgil; namely, that if all Arts and 
Sciences were abſolutely loſt, burnt 
or ſuak; and only /irgi/ lefr ſecure 
in the Capitol ; they might be = 
molt eaſily recovered out of him; by 
one that has but patience, a black 
eye, and a good Commentator. In 
one corner of a FYerſe 'lie very cloſe 
all the Secrets and ſeveral Syitemes of 
Aſtronomy ; ; and though Ricciolus has 
ſcemed 
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ſeemed to ſearch many athors for bis 
curious Obſervatiogs, and to haye 
_— an hour i - his ingenious 
yances ; yet, if you trace him 
and watch his but cloſely , 
you wil hd, Sir, that he is only a 
Paraphreſe of four or five 
price, uponthoſe bare fruicful words 
of I Poet———gqu0 fidere terran. 
agother ſmall quantity of 
Princh 7: yy e may be retrieved, if 
all che praQtical as 
OR rank, of Policy ; 
and that Candis ftood out twenty 
years, only by a right underſtand- 
— WS fs EC tentis 
pap hoop cloſe to the Loaf 2 
and was afterwards taken . by ſome 
idle , and looſer interpretation of 
the ſame words ; there is 
more plain. Nay, Sir, I ſhall te 
you alittle _—_— 5, wha a Noncon 
formiſ ted to me, 
viz. That _— SP preſent Fathers of 
our Church wonld het” lay afide all Fee 
27/0 Hiſtory, Fathers, Councils, 
and Canons ; be would undertake 19 
E 4 ar aw 


[56] 
draw up , Out" of 'the' Frvangelical and 
Prophetical FFritings- of Virgil ( as he 
eall'd them ) {ach « Body® of : Divinity 
#nd'ChurchDiſciplint , as ſhoald "exatit- 
ly agree with the Primitive "Dottriue 
and \/atentions df! our Saviour 5, and 
more thanthat' giving me-a"private 
jogg )| he 'wavialmoſt fure;' that if 
this great. Poeticat Divine had © lived 
tn onr days, heiwould have tarnd out 
at . Bastholomew'z ifor - he" - found 
fome” notable Taſenuations inithe -. At> 
thor 49ataſt the. Surplice, 'and' renoun- 
cing the Covenant. . So that, :Sir , -up- 
on. turther' confiderations,. 1-mult be 
forced to acknowledge what the. 4a» 
brerer. ſays p: 138. that together with 
the: Fahuloas part of Poetry, 'there-4s a 
exeat deal of nſtful Learning to be 
Jolizd, | WC | 

Bat witha!,- Sir, muſt! beg leave 
ro Pr in a-Cauuon or two, as to 
what was fiidalittle before concern- 
11g ' Homer 5 and then nota word 
more of. Homer all this year. + And 
firſt of-:i],1 have made ſome little en+ 
quify-concerping Alexander's la y ing 
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bim under his Pillow 5 and I find 
that ithe Learned- differ z ſome pla. 
. cinghim only upon a Stool by the 
Beds-ſidez and others over his Head 
upon a lictle'Ridgez the ancient fa- 
maſcripts not fully agreeing. about 
my and YR , and as Gr Rablais , | 
ſhall not undertake for his:being of 
the Reformed Religion ; but as. to 
Divine Myſteries, Ithink that * Homer 
and he may equally pretend : and 
though compariſons are odious , yet 
I am-ſomewhat forward to acknow- 
Jedge, that the mighty Spirit of Ga- 
ragantua declining the vulgar way of 
coming; into the world, and cunning- 
.y.crawling up the Hollow Yen, and 
ſormaking his Eſcape under his A/o- 
thers Ear, is not much inferiour ei- 
ther for honour or ſtrangeneſs to that 
Seven-city Birth of Flomer. 1] ggeet 
indeed ſometimes with idle eStra. 
vagant people, that are” ſo prophane 
as to compare his Poems to Chivy- 
chaſe ; but ſuch - 1 always: cheek ; 
ſhewing them plainly, that when the 
Peet has a mind to-recreate his Read- 
ET 5 


and the Polufrarthmaio's arc 
fully difcharged towards the 
end of the School, and the 
thereof came grumbling 
aCart over a wooden —_— 
not ſay, butthat a ſinajl Lad or : 
of a tender Confticution, may chance 
to creep underneath the Table. But 


to make an end, Sir, of this z qut#- 


ſtingſels there is a very peculiar and 


ſecret worth ia ſeveral Authors ; and 
if you wanta Bit of Ancient Avtho» 
rity, to plant Claficaly upon the 
Title-page of your Book , there is 
none that is more fit, or has been 


more ſerviceable, than the worthy 
Poet 


Bolupbloichoids , the Hippadamoio's 


Fitle-pages, 
be warting 


one 


| | could have made Fery eaſily ) it #7 
| my Opinion that thirteen or fourteen 
years of age is old enough for « Boy to 
be dubb'd a Freſhman in the Univer. 
ſtyz whereas I only ſaid, it is but 
yery low and on diet to = ſix- 
teen years ypon the meer ſtrength 
of words : but notwithſtanding thar, 
he hurries en in a moſt ſharp confu- 
tation of me, ceteris paribus , as he 
didabout Greet and Zatin: but yet 
ſomewhat warily quoting by the 
way 


[ 60: ] | 
way 'Dr. Fammond 5 and another 
thut were 'udniitted into the Univer- 
ſity at thirteen; ard did nel. Where- 
=S, in thats place, it ' never en- 
tcr'd into my: thoughts to conſider 
to. what years it was beſt to' conti- 
nue at .Shvol :; bur only, tet the time 
be what irill, T thought that ſome 
of it_ poſſibly might be betrer ſpent. 
But the Anſwerer does no more here, 
than in many places beſides:for where 
the confutable matter” grows "ſcarce 
and- thin', ' then he is for making 
fome certain opinion for 'me'; | and 
having deputed me to'fay- ſuch' and 
fuch words , be bezs leave to ſuggeſt 
fomewhat -p. "4@. and then he falls 
with all vengeance upon that fame 
poor pinoy of ' his own- deviſing : 
and knocks it and bangs it, to duſt 
and alhes: And this humour is fo 
powerful upon him, that within two 
or three pages he 1s at it again, v/z, 
p. 43. it aces not, ſays he 5 always ne- 
. eeſſarily follow, that Rope-dancers in 
the Schools prove Fack-puddings in the 
Palpit .' No.verily, itdoes not; and 
I knew 
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I knew it very . well :+,but that. does 
not. hinder, . but - that 4&-may  fome- 
times follow, or very. often: or 4- 
ſually happen '{ as | ſaid; pag- 33+):1 
pray, Sir, ; when you. -meet the Aw, 
ſwerer next,defire him; to look a little 
better to. his words :  'He. could not 
be content to-put in a/ways inſtead of 
uſudlly, . but he muſt bind it, , and 
ram .it with -| »ece(ſariy , laying ,, 2. 
does not always , neceſſarily follow. I 
owe.him,. as 1 remember, a little cu} 
riolity for treating me ſo barbarouſlly. 
about that ſame . troubleſome © word 
whatever, . I wiſh withall my heart, 
that he had not ſaid a/ways 3. for an 
old - friend, 'an old, acquaintance t0 
lay. always 1 and to put. in weceſſarily 
beſides / it was certainly a moſt. un- 
happy overſight. But then, I liked 
that. which tollows ſingularly well ; 
i. e. having made me to! lay, that all 
that ever had been Prevaricators and 
the like ,.uid always neceſſarily prove 
Triflers in the, Pulpit. There, lays he, 
think IT bave catch'd him bravely ; for 
{ know ſore that never came theres 
; and 


A ne i cerieng 2 . 
nor ' of applanded jeſts, my 
poſſibly have employed themiſc 
ih ſach ſtudies,” 25 might have made 
nibtefor their own'; as well as ths 
Worlds Advantage. | 
I wonder what the Aufwetts 
counts © worth the while , when he 
ſays, pi; 44. he thought it worth 
his, to aatl aſupplement to theſe things, 
which Thad reckoned as _ of thi 
T#notante, that is in ſore of the Cler- 
&. 1 atf not; Sir, hy wo 
ily , 


T2 
; 


he, 


IP 


8, 
ME 


and according as that ſhould be 
found to move rhe humonrs quic ker of 
flower, ſo he ſhould be reſdyed: upon, 
as ſpright »} and: apprebenfive , Or as 

| incepable: But excepting 
that one thing, all care was taken 
that' any man ( befides the unrea- 
ſonable 


ſnable o/verer-)-could poſſibly 1a 


ped *:But yet for all that, he: ſays aki” 


fo, that / forgor: the: ſbort : ſtay; which 
ſome; make \.«t: the Univerſity; 'which 
intrath, as he lays, 7: had great -res- 
fon ta have taken notice of, Which” t 


did, "asI think, *ſo-plainly,; that 1 
know not how to have: done: 1t: more; - 
unle(s I ſhould have got-it engrofs'd 


upon Vellum im great 7ext hand, and 
have ordered. every; word” to. begin 
with a vaſt red Letter: s yr 0: 
miſſions of mine he. hintF at 'by the 
by only : But pag. 45, hegpitches ups 
on . three very remarkable : things; 
which he ſays } 6y my favour: tie 
thinks have not conſidered,” and - yet 
they are ſuch as do much concurr ' to the 
keeping of ſome of the Clergy: low in 


Learning , viz. want of Books, want 


of time, and want of learned Company: 


Now, - Sir, if youremember, - the A+ 
{merer ſays,” that be pave a ſhilling-fot 
my Letter, and read its; But, for my 


part,: I profeſs can ſearce tell, how | 


to believe him; for he writes and 
anlwers , as if he had lived alroge- 
| ther 
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 therat the Molucco /lewds, or,” as le 
/ fays of himſelf in his Preface, like one 
that is out of the World of Books. 
 Hhat can we do, lays he, p. 44: with- 
out Books , wnleſs learning © were in- 
fuſed and inſpired into us by a Mt 
racle ? and again, hat can we do 
with Books, . unleſs we had time to read 
them? Very right; and fo faid 1: 
And I know no difference, + but 
only I faid it in Michaelmas Term, 
and heſays it in HiHary. If is, Sir, to 
me a very ſtrange thing, that the 4n- 
- ſwerer {ſhould "ads perfealy ro for- 
get what I ſaid ; and yet take the ve- 
ry ſame words, -and/Print them; and 
ſell them fos ſupplements and new dif- 
coveries at the Kings Arms in S, Pauls 
Church 7ard, which were ſold three 
og before at the Angel! in Corn- 
And thus, Sir, I have in ſhort con- 
ſidered what the © Lnſwerer had faid 
as to-Schools and the Univerſities, It is 
time for him bw to call me to an ac- 
compt concerning preaching. Which 
he: does pae. 53. and firſt of all he 
F lets 
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ſets ipon me with 4 charge general, 
for endeavouring'to bring the vole 
Office of Aron into Contempt. 
wonder that:, he was es 
it, he did 'not Mira it home : and 
accuſe me of cutting off the late 
ines head';” 'or that T had a deſign 
6 burn all the Bibles that were to be 
fond; "from the largeſt that lies 
onthe DUH, to'the {malleft' Geneva'; 
Hot leaving, if poflible ,''{o'much mw 
"P/alter or Primer ja the whole Land: 
and that'to his ' knowltedge I did in- 
end to begin' this Amt ichriftian work. 
"upon the firſt of Fane ;;"'that the billets 
Moſt "certainly were” atready 'pro- 
vided; and that I had ſpoke for the 
| bruſh wood to be broyyght” out of 
_ *Fent. | When peoplefall a gueſſing, 
Tlove' they ſhonld gueſs to Tome"pur- 
poſe. TI hate all ſmall ambiguousfur- 
mifers; all quivering and mncing 
conjeftures; give me” the Taſty, and 
*bold Thinker; whp , when he 
undertakes to Prophecy, 'does it 
punftually. 70s write, fays the An- 
fwerer, at-that rate, as if you had a de- 
321 
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ſign ta brivg| the. whole." Office |. of 
Preaching into Contewpts, Who. can 
tell, Sir,, what my defign. was, but 
my ſelf, any . further than-it may be 
judged by my words? let every ba- 
dy deſign for himſelf : why ſhould 
one man defiga for another ? would 
nat the. LA/werer think , Sir , that I 
were very frantick , if I ſhauld tell 
him, thati beg bis pardon; but in 
my opinion he writes after that” rate; 
as.if he had. a deſign to dilparage 
himſelf and (his Profeſſions or, that 
he has maneged his buſineſs ſo ſleg- 
derly., as it I bad hired. bim to ſet 
forth a .mean Anſwer ; . and thereby 
to build my felf a- Reputation upon 
the weakneſs and miſtakes thereof. 
This, Sir, would look like a flie and 
ill natur'd Infinuation :. or like. one 
of thole ſame diſingenuons [quints , 
with which the Anſwerer p.' 57. ſays 
ey Letter looks upon the Clergy. But 
isit for certain that I am againſt all 
' Preaching ? and that my deſign is to 
bring. that holy exerciſe altogether 
into Contempt? Might not ſome fa- 

F 2 vourable 
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vourable and tender hearted man 'by 
no- means be per{waded to'think o- 


therwiſe ?' no, by no means ; ſays the 


Anſwerer : for that 7 running through 
the whole method of Preaching, he finds 
that I arms againſt all Prefaces, Simili- 
tudes, Diviſions, mollifying Senten- 
.ces, Latin and Greek, fleſh and fiſh, Mr. 
Dod, and all that is good. 

And ofall things, Sir, which trou- 
ble'the Anſwerer, I perceive nothing 
does it more, than that 1 ſhould ſpeak 
ſlightly and meanly of Prefates. TZhat 
ſeems, lays he, (p. 55.)tomethat our 
very Prefaces are lighted , and meanly 
[poker of : ' and it ſo; then farewel 
all Religion + farewel Church and Stee- 


ple : farwel Pulpit and Cuſion ; what © 


take' away Our dear Prefaces! Can he 
:be n well wiſher to Preaching , who will 
-not ſo much as let ns begin our Sermons ? 
and can he be an encourager of hear ing 
the Word, that will not "ſuffer the at- 
rention of the Aaditors to: be prepared 
' by a- copſtderable Preface ? or a Lien 
to the reading of the Bible , that, will 
not allcw ſo mich of the firſt of Gene- 


lis, 
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lis, 45 to make mention of Adam? whas. 
againſt Prefaces ! has he ſo. little know- 

"ledge of the Scriptures as to forget St. 
Luke the great Fuaneelical Orator ? 
is he of no worth or example with hin ?. 
methinks. the beginning of bis Goſpel 
might have taught him- more modeſty, 
and manners, than to be againſt Pre- 
faces : and is there any hurt to begin 4 
Sermon with Adam, ſeeing there js \ſuch 
4 preat affinity between the Old Teſta- 

' ment , and the' New; | and- that many 
Texts inthe New do o' plainly refer to 
the firſt Adam? Yes truly : becauſe 
it ſeems not convenient that the © Ser- 
mon upon good Friday ſhould have 
the ſame beginning with - that upon 
Trinity Sunday: becauſe I tinted them 
on- this ſide Adam , 'and that too, 
when the Zext wasin the Revelations, 
ſaying nothing at all but they might 
begin at. the flood, the Captivity or: the 
like: becauſe Iknew it was the hu- 
monr of ſome to ſpend half the hour 
in beginning tobegin their Sermons z 
fetching their Preface as far off as 
they could turn the Bible backward : 

F 3 and 
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#nd lay; 'betavſe \ir ems reaſonn- 
ble" that people (us'far 2s \mi$Hhit be ) 


ſhould be iriftruRted in all the feveral * 


duties of their Relizion, ahd Have the 
7Rateft ad Thoſt uſeftl\parts of the 

eripthre "explain'8'to thetty - * there- 
foream I agysinſt all Prefaces; 1 won- 
der he .did'not 6onchite that "int my 
heart! waSaginſt Mains , Moſes "and 
the Prophets; he might have done it 
"well, if Be had but thovght'of it. 
St. Yuke has #thott ahd" Thitable Pre- 
fice of four Verſes, to' his whote Gof- 
p6+- but bepiis tieither with \ dam 
not” Belſfhauitu? © and you 'know,- Sir;. 
St.” Chyyſoftbrvie, the Ordto#"'bf the 


Chifth, has miuny Volumes! of Fon. 


liet'or Feriyor? * but as' T remember, 
thefe ate very few Prefaces taken From 
Sam; and yer you know, Sir, the 
New Z-Rabkenr did 

the Oldanid:frjf Adam, in-St. Obryſo- 
flome's days as'in owrs ; "the affinity 
beirig not mich increaſed firice + and 
if the Anſwerer pleaſe tolook, he ſhall 
there find the Holy Patherto have Pre- 
faces proper and peculiar to the time, 
| occaſion 
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occaſion or fubjeQ of his; diſcourſe : 
and-fo have all Or«tors, anſwerable to 
the. matter they intend to. ſpeak. 7uly, 
you know, Sir, and Demoſthenes were 
often calld upon for ſpeeches, bur 
they knew. how to prepare their A- 
ditors without diſturbing Romnlus 
or 'Thefens and yet you know, Sir, 
there was a very. cloſe: reference be- 
tween Catiliz: and Ronwlns: far Ca 
tilin ſhould haveburnt the very City. 
of Rome ,' which 'Romiyls bad foun- 


ded, But' the Orator thought it bet- 


texr' to begin with ' Qyov/que tandem, 
than CogitartiiRomulo , And I believe 


his preſent Majefy much 'wondred to 


what Nation he was reſtored, when 
the Rhetorical ){ayor welcom'd him 
to his Corporation with a long Com- 
plement deriv'd. from Adam. . I am 
no,. Sir, (God: forbid that I ſhould ) 
againſt the! Anſwerer's -putting into 
his Prayer ( for perhaps it may be part 
ofit) that the words which he is to 
preach may be as goads, and as nayles 
fatten'd by the Maſter of Aſſemblies But 
if he ſhould begin every Zext in the 

F 4 Bible 
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Bible with that very ſame Preface 
. Cong he may equally do ) Ibelieyve 

ome idle people would- ſay  ſome- 
whar ; Icannot certainly - tell whar. 
The Anſwerer, Sir, invites me (p. 52.) 
very kindly to hear him preach, and 
' that if Twill go over,he will give me one 
of the beft of his Sermons. But if I do, 
Sir, I think to ſend him word to de- 
fire him /for that day ) to forbear Be/- 
 ſhazzar, let him doall the year be- 
ſides, as herthinks fit. I ſhall alſo take 
it fora Favour, if he would not. be- 
gin his Sermon thus, fs Abrahams ſate 
in the Tent Door,and lifting up his Eyes, 
and looking, behold, three Angels | ap- 
peared before him ; ſo if you pleaſe to 
' ſtand with patience , and expettation, 
you ſhall ſee me coming towards you in 
theſe three particulars. And, if 'with 
' anyconvenience he can diſpence with 
it, I would beg of him, that he does 
not take that of //aiah ; Come ye. buy, 
and eat, yea, come buy Hine and Milk, 
without money and without price ; Or 
if he does, that he would not tell me, 
that his Text is like a ſpiritual  Sack- 
Poſſet 
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Poſſet ; forT was told ſo once, and I 
ſcarce ever | loved Sack-Pofſet ſince. 
Poffibly alſo I may obtain at his hands 
not to take that of the Apoſtle to 73- 
mothy, This is a faithful Saying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Chriſt 
Feſus came- into the world to ſave fin- 
mers , of whom 7 am chief, not but 
that it is a. very good place :of Scrip- 
ture ; butit is a Zext that has been 
magin'd juſt like a Chr:f#mas Feaſt ; ' 
conſiſting of three Diſhes ,, the firſt. Di 
was to be commended for its ſoundneſs ; 
This is. a faithful Saying : the ſecond 
for its ray it is worthy of all ac- 
ceptation:: and the third Diſh mas « 
Propoſition, confiſting of frve Tngreds- 
#64, Now, Sir, if t. ris. had 
had but the wntwiſting, the dreſſing, 
and the ſerving up of this luſcious 
Propoſition, what a Feaft would the 
people then have had ?- what wonder- 
ful yariety of Sabjei#s and Predicates 
might thisdiſh have afforded ? How 
many choice and Princely Birs might 
have been here diſcovered ? and how 
plentifully might-it have been Pas 
| a 
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and /arded with juicy Latin & Oreck ? 
4 Diſh of Propoſitions | 1 would go a 
Mile to ſec, if1t were but one ſimple 
one ina Diſh, 'and' to conſider, how 
ed rhe Agr Carver would be 

ro take off the SwbjetF: from the Pre- 
dicate , without endangering . the 
poor thin lurking Cops/a, Now, I 
know, Sir:; ſome are of ſuch | nice 
and faſhionable ftomachs, that -com- 
mon ſence- and truth wilt aot down 
with cthem', untefs it be haſb'd and 
ns © z they muſt have their Bay- 
ricado's of greedy deſire , and Z/ca- 
lads of wirtue; and Chrii# muſt be 
the Dauphin of Heaven; bur, for 
my part, I had rather have any plain 
and homely entertainment, Fd it be 
freſh and 'wholſome , than a whole 
Platrer full of fuch feaftim Prefaces, 
which with a little new . garaiſhing 
ſhall ſerve: for Zafeer ,' /#hirſuptide 
and all the Holidays in the year, for 
your Propoſitions are a fort of Diet, 
that will keep a long time in Sw/e- 
arink ; if they Yo but :now' and then 
change the Pick/e,and take a wew 7ext. 
: I 
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Edo not at alt queſtion, Sir, bat 
that you knew very wall) 'before 
(as welt as: noto) what chat. meant, 
which t ſaid about Prefeces. But 1 
tive very lncle hopes of rhe Anſwer- 
&3 being fo ſeddenly improved , as 
to mderſtand.meyet ; who has given 
{yok late /»fantes of his flowneſs be- 
fore : But however, Iproceed, Sir,to 
the buſineſs of: dividing of "Zexts : 
and what aid as eo that_in my for- 
mer ,- was wport this accompt 5 nane- 
ty, that itwasa thing very eaſily to 
be obſerved ,. that many that went 
imo Holy ordtrs to inform and” ſave 
men, ' fperit too much of their” time in 
Zovical' oftentation , and nice Divi- 
fſoxs. of their 7exts ; and after ſuch 
x Manner , as they had very- litcle 
Authority for ſo doing, either'in 'an- 
cierit Holy Fr:ters, or in other good 
Anthors; of which, I believe, we 
may ſeatcha great many, before we 
can find any Melting, dropping or dif: 
ſolving the matter that - they intend 
totreat of, We are bluntly told by 
the Or#or, Bonorum tris ſunt peners, 
and 
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and Mecuſationis tres ſunt partes 
and by Cefar, Gallia eft omnis divi- 
ſa (not neatly and featly /iquefat#s ) 
in partes tres, and I know not how 
the Xing would rake it, if they ſhould 
tell him, that his Dominions were to 
be melted into; England, Scotland, 
 &c. and notwithſtanding the Av- 
ſwerer thinks himſelf ſo plain - and 
praQtical, -when his. 7exts falls aſwn- 
. der into Subjet# and - Predicate ; ' or 
into Antecedernt and conſequent : yet 
for all that, Ile undertake if this be 
in a Countrey-village , he had bet- 
ter let down the Trefs of his ext 
into the Fore-horſe and 7hiller ; for 
they underſtand no. SubjefFs , and 
Predicates ; only the: Kings Subjetts 
and the ings Predicates.. They 
much miſtake me (/ as! the Anſwerer 
did ) that think 1 was-ever any fur- 
ther againſt 7ext-dividing, than e1- 
ther where it was not underſtood, or 
was notneceſſary. 

I always thought that he that took 
thatto the Corinthians for his 7ext, 
$i» not , had much' better have let 
it 
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it continue whole ( it being. but 
ſhort ) than to divide it” into a Come 
mand and a” Prohibition ; a Command, 
Sin ; a Prohibition, Net. I have alſo 
ſometimes thought, that their Zogs- 
cal pains may be ſomewhat ſpated ; 
who when there is no need of it, di- 
vide every thing ( be it whatit will ) 
into Affirmative and Negative : For 
inſtance ; it is ſaid Job 1. 7here was 
4 mas in the Land of Uz ;, Homo non 
Lapis, « Man not 4 Stone : Homo 
non Lignum, 4 Man not 4 Tree: Ho- 
mo non Leo, «4 Mar not « Beat: And 
by the way , Sir, mind what poor 
Lipnum and Leo are forced to 
ſignifie for the Letter ſake. In like 
manner Ithought himalſoin the hate 
times a little roa nice, and tender 
of his credit; and ſomewhat too 
profuſe of his Zogick and Rhetorick ; 
who being to preach upon that of 
the As, Silver and Gold have 7 
none, but ſuch as 1 have give 7 unto 


- 


- thee : Whenever he had named his 


Text, drifired the people, in all haſt, 
. #0 take the words not litterally , bat 
al. 
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#lteſruetly 3 for that be had good ftore 

of money. ebinking in bjs packets 5 be- 
| ſkdes what he left at home in his. coffers. 
Doubileſs a cautious farefight of 
following  QbjeCtions , 8nd en early 
removing. of the ſame ,_ are great 
inſtances of wiſdong, and diſcretion : 
but he that taking that of dalach: 
concerning the Sy»- of righteon/neſs, 
&c. laboured moſt cargeſtly to can- 
vince the people, that jt was nat the 
Moon of righteouſneſs ; for the d4oon 
ſhall be trader wader foot, Rev. 11, x. 
And again he that ſhall tell ys that 
(God was pleaſed to ſend his Son into 
the World, and not \his. Deughter : or 
the like. - Such as theſe, -I muſtneeds 
confeſs, have ſomewhat wo law ap- 
preheaſigns of the capacity of - their 
Hearers. -;He hat undertakes to 
preach #hout Repeatance , or true 
Rehgian :: ,nathing gertainly is more 
neceſſary and .proper for him ; than 
tolet the:;peaple' know,..that they .do 
nat conlift; in looks, eyes., and no- 
ſes; for ſuch thipgs with ſame are 
miſtakeo {or gadlineſs. But hes 
the 
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the Scripture tells us, Zhere was a Man 
in the of Uz , or that God was 
Por to fend bis Son ; that 'any bo- 
dy ſhould "think: that this ex might 
_ Chanceto be a fore; or this Sox to 
be a Daughter, is ſtrange to conceive. 

We Tread that *Chrift opened the 
Scriptures : "und expounded out 
them the things concerning himfetf. 
Weread alſo' upon what occaſion it 
was that Felix trembled ; and what 4 
preat number were converted ( with- 
out' Predicaments |) by one Sermon of 
S. Peter. What [the inmediate Suc- 
ceſſors of our Saviour 'and his Diſci- 
plesdid ; we have little teft concern- 
. Ing their manner of Preaching 3 
though *cis tobe ſuppoſed that they 
ſpent their time in Dringing people 
to the Chriſtian Faith ; by expound- 
ing to the Fews the Prophets, and- 
convincing them that Chrif# was 
come ; and by converting the Gep- - 
tilesto a Religion that contained the 
beft Principles of Life. Wha was 
done after the Church was in ſome 
meaſure ſettled : and that the num- 


ber 
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ber which was received into Orders | 


was ſo conſiderably increaſed, ag 
that there might be, at leaft in Cities 
and great Zowns , fome continuing 
Pecleſraſtical perſon; may be be 


ſeen by ſuch as were afterwards Go-* 


wernours of particular Churches ; 
which, as we find, made it their - bu- 
'fineſs to confirm peoplein that Faith 
which they had received; and to 
ſtrengthen them to all good works ; 
'which they did by preaching againſt 
ſuch Hereſies and Frrors , as they 
found the people were apt to be car- 
Tied into; and by fortifying them 
againſt ſuch ces, as they , perceived 
the time and .place was moſt incli- 
nable to: And that this was the man- 
ner of their Holy Employment, is ve- 
ry plain by S. Baſt! and S. Chry/ſoſtome, 
and many of the reſt ; where one 
may read a great many good Ser- 
mons, but very few 7exts, or pecu- 
liar -Sentences of the Bible pitch'd 


upon 4.:much leſs ſo Zopgicaly and - 


Metaphorically dreſs'd, as ſome affeQ. 
Ibelieve there were very few Zexts 
that 
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that »eltedand'dropt afunder for the 
firſt five bundred . years. Notwith- 
ſtanding ( as the Anſwerer oblerves-) 
the Scriptore tells us , © My Dettrine 
ſhall drop as the Rain ; for they hal 
the Bible: as well as: we, and knew 
the meaning of that place, as well 
as the Anſwerer. But yer, for my part, 
I never was, nor yet am agaialt a 
Text being taken, or being divided , 
there being ( as may be by and by 
mentioned } conliderable convent- 
ences in both , but yet one may pre- 
ſumetothink, that it is much better 
only to ſay ; © Good people, we are 
* met together this day in the Name 
© of God; and 1do intend to ex- 
* hort you tO Charity or Temperance 3 
* or to convince you of the Provi- 
©« dence of God; and this I ſhall do 
* ( by Goas help ) according to the 
&« Scriptures ; than to rake formally 
and ſolemaly ſome place of Scrt- 
pture where rhe word Charity, 7em- 
perance, or Providence 1s, and lpend 
the whole time in Zogica/ Cuts, Me- 
taphyſical Curioſities, and Learned 

G Impertt- 
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lmpertinencies. And hereupon it 
may not be amiſs, to take notice of 
what a very Horthy CR obſer- 
ved; ©There be, (lays he ) two 
*\orts of Minifkters that occaſion 
* their own © contempt; the idle, 
©* negligent and careleſs; the other 
* thoſe who over-do , or do more 
* than 'enough ; ſuch I mean, as af- 
* fe& nothing elſe, but quaint and 
« curious Phraſes; or are unimea- 
*{urable in their Quotations out of 
« all Authors Feeleſraſtical and Pro. 
*0haxe ; or ſoar aloft in unneceſſary 
« Fpecnlations far above the capacity 
© of their Auditors. Theſe over-do, 
* & magrno COonat MAgHds WHPHS , 
* take great pains, and evilcerate 
* themſelves, as it were ,, to weave 
*2 Web , which when it is eftded, 
« is fit for no other uſe, but as'an un- 
* profitable thing ro be ſwept away. 
The Anſwerer perhaps would 'be apt 
toſay, that it was ſoige> pert and ſelf- 
conceited Divine, that adiniring his 
own Style, and way of Preaching, 
talks thus: were 41t not that a very 
Learned 
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Learned and Keverend Biſhop ' did 

uch admire, and ſolemaly commend 

is Ingenuity, Learning, Worth and 
Integrity. But to return ; 1 fay it is 
much better of the two to follow the 
way of the Homzlies of our Church , 
which are plain, praQtical, and may 
be underſtood by moſt ; than to be 
ſo nice, critical, and ſcholaftical , 
as few as no body ſhall be the 
better. 

But yet notwithſtanding I am not 
of their mind; who thinking them- 
ſelves the profound Reaſoners of the 
Age, and the deep Enterers into 

Truth; do thereupon deſpiſe all ta- 
+ king of Zexts, and dividing « there- 
of ; - thoſe I mean, that for faſhion 
ſake , ſhall rake you indeed Zexr af- 
rer Zext 5 as if they would explain 
fo you all the conſiderable Myſteries 
of Religion; and acquaint. you with 
all che Encouragements that tend to 
agood Life, that are to be found in 
the Bible; and carry you through 
ſuch a Body of Divinity z but the 
Sermos, I thank you, - ( except it be 

G 2 juſt* 
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juſt the beginning) ſhall be very 
neartheſame: .for a new 7ext may 
be tzken , with that prudence and 
warineſs, that the ſame Sermon ſhall 
ſerve a man many a day 3 as ſuppoſe 
this Sunday he takes that of S. Aat- 
thew, My Toke is eafie, and my bur- 
der is light ;. about a month after, it 
is time poſlibly to take forth : and 
then he is for that of S. Paul to the 
Romans , viz. Which is your reaſon- 
able Service: and a while after for 
that in the firſt Zpiſtle of Fohn ; And 
his Commandments are not grievons. 
Now , Sir, here is the Craft of it ; 
if they take Zexts ſutable ro the oc- 
calion, and divide them accordingly, 
they could ' not then for ſhame, and 
Conſcience, but meddle with - one 
word or other that-is there to be 
found. Burt if they. read the 7ext 
only 1n the whole; and take it be- 
tween Finger and Tumb, and ſhew 
ir plainly to the people ; that ir is a 
good Zext, a fair Text; and that 
there is no deceit in the buſineſs ; 
after the Parih have had this general 
view 
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view, he may privately pocket it up 
apain; and then for Chriſtian Re- 
ligion', and the excellenties thereof : 
only this Caution 1s to be obſerved, 
that if the Zext be in the Mew Ze- 
ſtament, 'any where between S. 
Matthew and the Revelations , then 
it is to be ſhewn, that Chriitian Re- 
ligion is much beyond the Moſaical Do- 
arine and Diſpenſation ; but for va- 
ricty, if the 7Zext be in the Old Ze 
ſtament-, then the caſe is altered , 
and youll are to ſhew that the Moſar- 
cal Doftrine is wery far ſhort of the 
Chriſtiav. Nay, Sir, ſome there be 
that are-ſo daring, that ſhall ven- 
ture to take a Text about Swearing 
or Adultery, as plain as can be pick'd, 
and as hopeful to bring forth a Dil- 
courſe of thoſe SubjeAs, as could 
be wiſhed; and yet, for all that, 
with a little fly Preface ſhall draw 
you (before you be aware of it ) 
intothe old buſineſs of Chriftian Re- 
ligion. Now, Sir, the next thing 
thatthe Anſwerer has to do; 1s to take 
notice, that this '/ooks like a 'drftnge- 
WW” 4045 
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nuous Squint upon Chrifian Religiog, 
Yes, Sir, he may ſo ; andgoon, and 
tell people, that it is my whole 
Deſign to bring in the Zark; he 
may do it with as much Conſcience , 
as to report that I was againſt the 
whole Method of Preaching. 

And as ſome are ſo bent upon 
Preaching nothing but Chriitian Re- 
ligion 5 as if Foſeph of Arimathes was 
juſt newly "come over : So' others 
there be that have-their particular 
and darling Notions, which” they 
will force to be intended in almoſt 
every Verſe of the Bible , for 10- 
ſtance, one, ſuppoſe, having ſpent 
ſome conſiderable time in ſtudying 
the Nature of Or:gine! Sin, and find- 
ing, as he thinks, ſuch wonderful 
things as were never plainly diſfco- 
vered before 3 hence is he preſently 
fo full of the ſecrets of Original Sin, 
that"if the Pariſh ſhould” joyn, and 
add fix pence more in the Pound to 
his preſent Z:thes, they would ſcarce 
get' a Sermon about any thing elſe : 
You may fet him to preach _— 

. ene 
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the Birth of our Saviour, his Life, 
Death , ReſurreQtion , Aſcenſion, or 
what. you will, Original Sin is till 
the word for all that; and this calls 
to mind what my Lord- Bacon reck- 
ons a great hinderance to the ad- 
vancement of Learning, and of do- 
10g ood in the world3 viz. people 
addicting themſelves to ſome one pe- 
culiar and beloved opinion ; and fo 
making all things of that, and bring- 
ing all things to that ; they will ſut- 
fer nothing elſe to be in the whole 
world: .and thus Gilbertws having 
made ſome few and lucky ex- 
periments upon the Zoadſtone,, not 
uſually obſerved before , preſent- 
ly writes a Body of Natural Phi- 
loſophy, and turns all the whoke 
world into Zoadſtones. Thus , Sir, 
Sleep draws me to bed ; and Buſineſs 
p#lls me out in the Morning ; Aﬀairs 
abroad draw me from home ; and 
Occaſion at home draw me back a- 
ain: And in ſhort, man is born, 
wes, and dies by nothing elſe but 
Magnetical attrations. Ang to con- 
G 4 clude 
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clude this, Sir, I cannot forget .him 
w.ho having at ſome” time or other 
beenſuddenly cur'd of a little Head- 
ach with a Roſc-nary-Poſſet\,, would 
ſcarce drink out of any ' thing but 
Roſemary.Cans, cut his Meat with a 
Roſemary Knife, .and pick his Teeth 
with a Roſemary Sprig : Nay, Sir, he 
was ſo ſtrangely taken vp with ' the 
excellencies of ' Roſemary , that. he 
would nceds' have the- Bib/e cleared 
of, all other 'H*-bs, and, only ' Roſe- 
”:ary to be inſ{crted; TI think, Sir, 
(notwithſtanding this Digreſſion ) 
Tam not far from my buſineſs , viz. 
that-it is very. convenient both, for 


the 17ini-7; and people” to be , ac-. 


quainted with variety . of Matter ; 
and, that it be delivered , ' according 
as there be opportunity ; ſeeing that 
after this manner are the Homlies of 
our Church moſt wiſely and. gravely 
compoſed ; as allo thoſe of the an- 
cient Fath:rs; treating about the 
moſt conſiderable and different ſub- 
jeas in Divinity. 

Having *now told you, Sir, in 
what 
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what Senſe I was againſt Prefaces arid 
Diviſions ; 1 ſhould now proceed to 
what follows : but becauſe it ſeems, 
that the Anſwerer having conſulted 
his Neighbours about their Texts, 
found ſo fewof them like any thing , 1 
thought fit to let him and- you, Sir, 
know what abundance of Zikereſſes, 
( beſides many other dainty things ) 
I happen'd on in one little pretty 
Sermon , call'd the YVedding Ring 
fit for the finger, or the Salve of Di- 
vinity on the Sore of Humanity. Do 
you perceive, Sir, he is got already 
upon the Ropes, before he be paſt the 
Title-page ; Finger and Fit, Salve 
and Sore; Divinity and Humanity. 
But' to go on to the Similitudes , + 
The 7ext it ſelf, indeed, was only 
like the Iron Gate that opened to Pe- 
ter of its own accord; dividing it ſelf 
into three parts; and that is e- 
nough for any one 7ext. But then 
as for 17an and Hife, they ſhould 
be like, or are like, all the 7wo's 
that are to be found in the ,ZB7- 
ble, or almoſt any where elſe. Firſt, 
H1isband 
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Kuthand and Hife ſhould be, 48 the 
two wilch K, ine, which were coupled tor 
gether to carry the Ark of God ; or as 
the two Cherubims, that looked ope up- 
on anather, 4nd both upon the Mercy- 
Seat ; or as the two Tables of Stowe, 
on each of which were engraven the 
Laws of God, But in ſome Families, 
Man aud Wife are like Jeremiah's 
tma Baſkets of Figs , one very gogd 
the other very ld: or like Fire and 
FFater ; whilſt one is flaming in De. 
votion , the other is freezing in Cor- 
ruption. FHusband to the Wife is ſome- 
times like a Fore-horſe in a Team that 
will not draw ; and the Wife is oft- 
times to the Hysband as the Foy to the 
Oak, for 2 certain bad reaſon thers 
given : they ſhould indeed be like twp 
Canales burning together , or like twa 
fragrant Flowers boxnd up in one Noſe- 
24 , Or like two. well tund [nſtru- 
ments; or laſtly, like | two Springs 
meetin;. Again, Husband and Hife 
are as 4 pair of Oars, to row their 
Children and Seryants to their deſored 
Haven; or like a Cock and. 8 Hen, 

. both 
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both ſcraping together in the duft-bea 
to Wo 7 TE ncthine for Ar liek 
Chickens ; and they ſhould be like the 
Tmage in the Looking-gleſs ; or like an 
Ficho that returneth the Woice it re» 
ceiveth z orlike any thing elſe. And 
thus much concerning Likexeſſes. 
Now, Sir, if you be for Steight of hand, 
you ſhall ſce as fair 7ur»5,as ever were 
ſhewn aboye-board. //bew man was 
made, the four elements were taken out 
of their elements : That's done as truly 
according to Art, as old Hiccius him- 
ſelf could have done. Again; He that 
made man aud all the reſt, made max 
over all the reſt : Neat and cleaver as 
may be | Though Manhad many Crea- 
tures to ſerve him, yet hewanted 4 Crea- 
ture to ſolace him. Poor Chuck, take a 
glaſs of Sack,for keeping the Letter ſo 
prettily!7 hough man alone may be good, 
yet it 1s not good for man to be alone. 
Brave, Iprofeſs! I think we had beſt 
take him off, for he will ſpoil him- 
ſelf. here there is no Generation, 
there can be no Regeneration. Better 
and better ; I think he improves, 
, ke 
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He that made man meet for help, makes 
4 meet help for man ; though man wants 

ſupply, yet man cannot ſupply his wants, 
But to conclude this pleaſant Gentle- 
man : Though ſome have ſtyled Women 
to be like Clouds in the Sky, yet 4 Prea- 
cher ſhould-not be filent , for thoſe who 
are filenced from Preaching. If you 
have a mind,-Sir, to ſee any more of 
this ſanQifyed Wir ; you may have it 
in the Non-ſuch Chriſtian Profeſſor in 
his Meridian Splendor. 

And now, Sir, according to what 

I was about before, I go on concern- 
ing Quorations out of Learned Zan- 

2wuages: againſt which I ſaid nothing, 
when it was either needful , or profi- 
table ; but to come crawling in with 

Ne quid nimis, or [gnoti nulla cupido, 
for pure Zatin ſake it ſelf, is very in- 
ſignificant to thoſe that do not under- 
ſtandir; and not mightily rejoycing 

to thoſe that do. But then ſuppoſe that 

which is quoted, be very proper, ex- 
pounding, and elegant ; and out of 
the moſt Primitive Fathers : Nay, 

though it be out ofthe B;b/e it ſelf; 1 

know 
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know not to what purpoſe it is, where 
I am ſure and certain no body under- 
ſtands me ; forhe that tells a 'perfe&t 
ignorant Pariſh, Quorſum hec perdi- 
tio? or, Faciamus hic tria Taberna- 
cula, If hebe not very honeſt, may 
not he impoſe upon them Zz nova fert 
animus, to what purpoſe is this waſte ? 
or, Arma virimque cano; Let us make 
here three Tabernacles ; without the 
people diſcovering the bad 7ranſlati- 
04 : But I know the Anſwerer is of 0- 
pinion that there is ſuch a native and 
unexpreſhible richneſs in ſome words, 
that cannot be poſſibly rendred and 
communicated. Yes, there is ſo; a 
great richneſs and hidden Treaſure, 
and I ſuppoſe will continue ſo, where 
the people do not underſtand. - Give 
a Countrey-man one of the Anſwerer's 
happily compounded words out of Plu- 
tarch, and you had as good give him 
agSlice of a a4111ſtone, or a corner of a 
Brick. The Azſwerer indeed that can 
reliſh, and is well acquainted with 
the haut gouſt of a long Greek word, 
may, as he ſays, do himſelf a kindneſs, 


ana 
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and gratifie this own underſtanding ; 
but the poor. wninteliigent may fit 
withdry lips, and be ſtarved. for all 
Phtarch: But O, ſays he, p. 64. 1e- 
trorant people ought not to be impoſed 
wpon ; and if you ſhould give them the 
Englh without the Latin they might 
ſaſpeit you : and when you tell them it 
# $, Auſtin; they give great beed. And 
does not he think that they would be 
as attentive, sf he ſhould baptize 
them, marry them, bury them, or do 
any thing elſe tochem in Zativ ? nay, 
might he not excommunicete all ſuch 
a Pariſh, and make them ſmack their 
Lips again, telling them it is delici- 
ous and comfortable place out of the 
Father? or give them to ſwallow 
down eight ot the biggeft Curſes in 
the B:ble, inftead of the Beatitudes ? 
Ido not queſtion, but -all chis might 
be done. 

Wehavez now, Sir, very nigh done 
with Preaching : 1 know nothing elle 
that the -ſwerer is fill concerned 
for, bur his /:tzle mollifying Sentences : 
a5 it were, as 1 nay (o ſay, and with 
reverence 
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reverente be of um And hete 1 
much admire thathe did not quote 
that of Zi5ch, we bid, 4s it were, vny 
faves from him: or that 'in Leviticus, 
There is , us # were, a plagnt in the 
houſe. That T mighrhave been utter- 
ly ruin'd, and confuted out of Scr:p- 
fwye it ſelf. This would have been as 
proper, and #s deftrutive of what ! 
meant, as hisquoting againſt 'me that 
out of Deuteronomy, my Dotthrine ſhall 
drop as the rain. But if I muſt needs 
trouble the world in telling the 24s- 
fwmerer, who they were that I chiefly 
intended; they were thoſe who in 
the late times ( and have not as yet 
left it off ) called themſelves Gods 
ſpecial Saints, his Favourites, and 
{ as I may ſo lay ) his Zztimado's, but 
in reality were more Olzwer*'s than 
God's. ThoſeI meant, who reading of 
Facobs wreſtling with the Angel ; and 
of coming boldly to the Throne of grace : 
and being puff'd up with all iaward 
prideand religious ſelf-conceit ( which 
chey called gifts and ſpiritual worth ) 
were arrived to all poſſible degree of 
rudeneſs . 
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rudeneſs, immodeſty , and almoſt 
blaſphemy, in their Devotions and 
Diſcourſes of God.' You may ealily, 
Sir, know them by this Doctrine, 
which ſome of them uſe topreach up- 
on: viz. That it was. the peculiar pri- 
vilege and prerogative of Saints to be 
( as 7 may ſo (ay) ſaucy: And there- 
fore ſuchas theſe thiaking themſelves 
Gods great Aſrtantshere upon earth, 
his ſpecial Confidents, and ( as 1 may 
ſoſay ) 7ruſtees of all Aﬀairs of Religi- 
on : They would in their Prayers and 
Sermons tell God , That they wauld be 
willing to be at any charge and trouble 
or him ; andto do (as it were ) any 
kindneſs for the Lord: The Lord might 
now truſt them, and rely upon them ; 
they ſnould not fail him ; they ſhould 
not be unmindful of his buſineſs , his 
work ſhoula not ſtand ſtill .nor his de- 
bans be negleited : They muſt needs ſay, 
that they have formerly receirved ſome 
favours from God ; and have been ( as 
it were ) bcholden tothe Almighty : -but 
they did not much queſtion , but they 
ſe0.u1d find ſome opportunity of” making 


ſome 
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amends, for thoſe many good 

Hon s, and (as I may of lay) crvilizes, 
which they had received from him : Is- 
, deed, as for thoſe that are weak in the 
Faith, and ape yet but Babes in Chriſt ; 
it is fit that ſuch ſhould keep at a di- 
flance from God, ſhould kneel before 
him, and flaxd ( as 1 may lo lay ) cap 
in hand to the Almighty : but as for 
thoſe, that are ſtrong in all pifts, and 
grown up in all grace, and are come to 
« fulneſs and ripeneſs ( or as they 
might better ſay to an .impudence 
and ſaucineſs) in the Lord Feſus ; it is 
comely enough for th:m to take a great 
chair, and at the end of the Table, and 
with their cock'd hats on their * heads, 
' fo ſay: God, we thought it not amiſs 
#0 call upon thee this evening; and to 
let thee know how affairs ſtand : we 
have been very watchful, ſince we were 
laſt with thee, and things are in a ve- 
ry hopeful condition : He hope that 
thou wilt not forget us, for we are very 
thoughtful if thy concerns; He ao 
ſomewhat long to hear from thee ; and 
if thon pleaſeſt to give us ſuch a thing 
H (Piftory ) 
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Vidtory) we ſhall be( as T may fo {a 
3 fea: thee in ſomething elſe , 2 
it lies in our way, &c. And thus you 
ſee, Sir, what frightful ſtuff I am for- 
ced torepeat, to bring a {lack Anſwe- 
rer to ſome little knowledge of what 
I meant by, as it were. 

I am now, Sir , come to the laſt 
thing, about which the Anſwerer is 
not ſatisfied, viz. that ſappoſing that 
the Defign of my Letter was very ho- 
neſt; yet the manner of it is ſuch , as 
it will do more hurt than good. Which 
if it does, I can think but of two 
ways ; either. by encouraging the 
Nonconformiſts; or by {etung the 
Laity more againſt the Clergy, It is 
poſſible there may be ſome tew. peo- 
ple ſo lamentably deceived. If there 
be, they jhall be conſidered by ' and 
by, in that ſhort part, which I in- 
tended to add,” wherein the Laſwerer 
will not be concerned : But in the 
mean time, we will fee, what reaſon 
I have given them for any ſuch mi- 
ſtake trom whart I have laid. 

Firſt of all, ſays the Auſwerer,. The 


grounds 


[99] 
grounds and occaſions of the contempt * 
of the Clergy, though it be not a Text, 
yet it i5..4; Theme, a weighty and ſeri- 
ous Argarment, and ought. to have beeg 
handled accordingly z but the manner 
of my enquiry is too jocular , drolling 
and ſporrive, &c, To which I have 
in the firſt place to fay', That al-- 
though I think it not at all immodeſt 
to. maniteſt- my Delign , the end of 
that being: only to prove that I was, 
and am full yery honeſt in the fame ; 
and likewiſe though it be. allowable 
to endeavour to defend what - I 
had written, this being only ta figni- 
fie, that it was not done out of pure 
idleneſs and humour ; but upon ſuch 
Reaſons as might be further. explai- 
ned , when occaſion ſhould require - 
yet, I muſt confeſs, I am not as yet 
come to that degree of felf-conceit 
and confidence, as to recommend 
my own words ,. phraſe and ſtyle ; and 
I had rather the 4rſwerer ſhould find 
fault with-the manner of my expreſli- 
on, and delight himſelf in thinking, 
that it is-not ſuitable to the Subject, 

H 2 than 
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* than be guilty of ſo much folly and 
impudence, as vigoroufly. to-maintain 
or magnihe the ſame:Only thus'much, 
Sir, may poſlibly be believed by you , 
and perhaps by ſome- few beſides? 
that ( as much a Play as the Azſwerer 
thinks my Letter to be, let it be Z7- 
noramnus, Selden, or any other Play, 
T ſtand to his courtelie ) I did not put 
in one idle-and extravagant word, on 
purpoſe torender any of the Clergy 
contemptible : but did only juſt en- 
deavour. to keep people awake till 
they read it. But I pray, by the 
Anſwerers leave, Who are they that 
think it tovlight and drolling ? Iam 
afraid they arc ſome that uſe to begin 
halt their Sermons in the year with 
Beiſhazar , or the like ( though the 
Text be not about 7ribulation , for 
then 'the Anſwerer has learnt us to 
bring it'in very well.)JAnd Ill tell you 
why, Sir; I heard of a Gentleman, 
that lives within a mile of an Oak, 
who read over my-Letter, approved of 
Ir very well(which is ſomewhat more 
thanl ſhould ſay, but let that 0.9 
| lik" 
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lik'd its deſign, believed* and hoped 
it might do good ; and verily thought 
the Author was innocent ,: and free 
" from all bad intentions. It happened, 
that afterwards he calls tomind, thar 
a__ ſome odd time (it might poſſi- 
bly be i» that great Thaw the Anſwe- 
rer makes-mention of ) his Zext dropr 
or melted aſunder into its particulars : 
The Gent/eman preſently takes the 
Book, and beginning again, cries out - 
loud, fire, fire, hereſie , rebellion ; 1o 
that now you can no more get him 
near that Book, than a Colt to a Hind- 
mill, Another alſo I hear vt , who 
lives not far from another Oat, who 
happening upon the foreſaid Zetter, 
did in like manner read-it, and was 
very reaſonably contented, and 
thought moſt of it true : Afterwards 
he found it out, that he had mar- 
ried to a very true and literal Abizat, 
Hah ! ſays he , MVhat | are you there 
with your Bears ? Come, give me pen, 
ink and paper ; it is all of it a moſt 
dangerous confounaed lye ; it is againſt 
both the Univerſities , againſt both the 
H 3 Houſes 
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houſes of Parliament,and ag aint all the 
Gentry and Commonalty - of the whole 
Nation. But by chance my Coſfin 
call'd him to bed; and he having 
ſlept , the Sook was pretty true a- 
gain by next Morning. And I ſup- 
poſe, Sir, you have ſeen a Book call- 
ed the Friendly debate , a Book that 
ſhews a very honeſt Author, be he 
who he will ; 'but becauſe he mix'd 
* a little pleaſantneſs with his unan- 
{werable proofs of the folly of his 
Adverſaries z hereupon preſently 
muſt he be called a Scoffer at Religion, 
a droll upon all Godlineſs, a Doffor 
of the Stage, and1 know not what 
befides. 

Now , Sir , for my part, I muſt 
confeſs, thatT am no great weigher 
and meaſurer of words ; I have but 
one Rule, the end of which is only 
to be underſtood ; and it is very 
likely , that when I had occaſion: to 
mention ſuchtoys and trifles, by the 
uſe of which 427ifters, do ſometimes 
bring upon themſelves contempt , 
that I did not then call for a great 
, Canopy 


[103] 
Canopy and foor-cloth , and ſetting 
my ſelf magnificently in the Chazy, 
with ſet rebuking countenance, and 
words as ſtiff as ſteel, ſpeak to the 
eternal diſcouragement of pu» or 
quibble ; and then ſummoning toge- 
ther all the harſh Meraphors, and idle 
Similitudes of the Country; ' bid 
them. all be accurſed, and for ever 
ſhun my preſence ; and whereas they 
pretend to be the glory of all ſenſe, and 
joy of the anderftanding , tel them 
they area company of empty Raſcals x 
and therefore let them all be gone. Per- 
haps this way might have done; it 
isa very hard matter to pleaſe every 
body. But , as the Arſwerer hints, 
there is one part of my Zetrer, that 
concerns the Poverty of the Clergy; a 
Grave and Zragical Subjedt, which 
ought to be lamented, not inſulted 0- 
ver. Tknow not how, Sir, to avoid 
his believing, that I do moſt migh- 
tily pride my ſelf over the mean con- 
dition of ſome of the Clergy ; though 
I ſhould tell him never fo often, that 
the great deſignof my Book was to 

H 4 wiſh, 
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wiſh, that there might be no ſuch 
mean ones to be inſulted over; and 


though I ſhould let him know, that 


I am fo far from any ſuch «nchriſtian 
- humour , that there is none more 
willing to devote part of his £- 
fate for the raiſing of their Re- 
venue (if publick Authority ſhould 
ſo think fit) than my felf: but 
in "the 'mean time what have you 
done; what have you propound- 
ed, fays the Auſwerer, towards 
this? Indeed I was not fo light- 
headed, and fondly doting upon my 
undertaking, as to imagine that im- 
mediately ' after the Printing of my 
Letter, the Parliament ſhould reſolve 
themſelves into a Grand Committee ; 
and forthwith confider of ſome pre- 
ſent way of railing the Revenue ofthe 


meaner ſort of the Clergy : But, for 


all that, I am not ſo dead-hearted 
but to hope in time that wayes may 
be thought of to bring about ſuch 
a great bleſſing. to this Nations for 
howloever deſpairing-ſome may be, 
yet I muſt confels , it Tejoyces my 
TI heart 
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heartmore than a little}, to call to 
mind, how the Biſhops have aug- 
mented the Yicaridges in their Gif ; 
and to hear of ſeveral ſums of mo- 
ney now employed towards the re- 
deeming of the great 7ythes, and 'to 
underſtand that there be many well 
diſpoſed People, that have already 
given back their Zmpropriations 
to the Church; and that there 
be others, that have made- ſuch Pur- 
chaſes, on purpoſe, ſo to ſettle them 
afterwards ; and above all, to con- 
ſider the great care and good incli- 
nations of our preſent Parliament to- 
wards the Church; who are not 
only highly watchful to maintain the 
Peace , and preſent Rights thereof ; 
but ſeem to be as willing, to contri- 
bute towards the further Preſperity of 
the ſame. I have not indeed pro- 
pounded any way, as was ſaid be- 
fore ; but if you look, Sir, into a 
learned Author before-mentioned , 
you will there ſee a way propounded 
in the twentieth Chapter of his late 
Treatiſe: And in the mean time, I 
hop 
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hope I have ſaid nothing to abate the 
charity , or good purpoſes Ro 
Benefaitors , or to ſtop the affliſting 
hands of our preſent” 'Governonrs, 


And I perceive the Anſwerer by his 


Zetter, ſeems not tobe much againſt 
what I have ſaid, but only does not 
approve of the manner of expreſſion, 
and would have had me to have pt- 
tied, lamented, and howled. Now 
Sir, ſuppoſe inftead of ſpeaking my 
mind as i did, I ſhould have covered 
my felf with /ackcloath, and be- 
fprink'd my head with bes, and 
with mournful and {ad countenance, 
and a long rope of Onions ( to carry 
on the work of crying ) have ta- 
ken a. journey to viſit the low con- 
dition of ſome of the Clergy; and 
ſhould have gone about with a Bel, 
and a tone as doleful as the mman that 
uſes to carry itz and have cryed,alas ! 
alas! poor Gentleman, your Houſe is 
ready to fall, and your Glebe is very 
narrow, and ſomewhat ſhort. Alas ! 
alas ! here take an-Oni0n;-1 am come 
to cry with you this evening , and 

to 
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to 'bewail your misfortunes and mean 
circumſtances. This is -the way in- 
deed to kill the poor Minifer before 
the following gs , and to make 
Hidows apace; but what good 
elſe it would do, I know not : Or 
Ken the A»ſwerer would have 

d me to have drawn a Scheme of 
a {mall Benefice, and have demon- 
ftratedF that a Family of ſix or ſe- 
ven cannot be honourably maintain- 
ed with twenty or thirty pounds a 
year z and ſo putting down 4. and 
B. for the Minifter and his Fife, 
three or four of the*following Let- 
tersfor the Children , and an Z. for 
the Yiceridge, have ſcientifically pro- 
ved that 4. B. C. and the reſt that 
follow, would eafily eat up, and 
wear out more than Y. if they had 
it. Indeed, although I was not in 
all places thus Mathematically grave 
and ſerious; yet, where it was need- 
ful, I was more conſiderate than the 
Anſwerer perhaps may imagine and 
did not frame and deviſe more 1n- 


conveniences, than the world is ſen- 
ſible 


ay . 
ro, 
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fible of : and where it was requiſite» 
I reckon'd up and well weigh'd all 
circumſtances. Although 1 did not 
uſe a Quadrant to take the height of 
every icaridge chimney, nor caſt up 
exatly how many ffravs a diligent 
Starling might carry away in a day, 
ifthe B:rdroſe early in the Morning. 
And notwithſtanding the Anſwerer 
thinks me ſo wofully and. exawdingly 
byperbolical ; yetas to the mumber of 
yards of whipcord, and the dilapidation 
inſtruments, A was ſo very near the- 
borders of tri, Grammatical and ſo- 
ber truth, that I know a Divine, on 
this ſide the Zire, who was almoſt 
ready to fer on another lock upon 
his Study door, to ſecure his whipcord 
from that Zeſuitica! plot, that he 
perceived my Letter had againſt it : 
And, if need were, I could tell him 
of another , that thinks my Letter 
wholly written againſt his filling the 
Tumbrel, though there be ſome ©- 
ther things flily put in to diſguiſe the 
buſineſs ; and many more ſuch ſtories 
I could tell you : For you know, 
vr, 
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Sir, my manner” of Life and Profef- 
fion "oft-times _ ; me 2 _ 
any, whete people \ as fure as the 
pe Ls thinks be has got me ) talk 
very freely of my Letter , when the 
think the 4uthor is many miles off. 
And the other day 1 was, Sir, in.a 
place, where T heard that ſome peo» 
ple ( beſides the Anſwerer ) were 
angry ; but for what, they profefſed 
they could not tell - and amongſt the 
reſt, I muſt be asked, Whether I had 
obſerved any hurt in the Book ? To. 
which 1 afſwered ( it not being con- 
venient at that time to be modeſt ) no 
verily I ſaw none. Upon this,Sir,I be- 
gan tothink alittle with my felf up- 
on what grounds any one ſhould be 
diſſatisfied ; and I confidered,that the 
things that I did repreſent as idle, 
uſeleſs, or blameable , are either in 
themſelves really ſo, or not : if they 
be,and people: be convinced thereof, 
it is far more manly and Chriſtian 
to abate or forſake them, than to be 
angry for nothing, but if ſo be 1 
have undervalued expreffions that 
dIc 
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are rich and precious, and dilliked 


ings that are very commendable 
or allowable ; Iſuppoſe people are 
not ſuch fools as to run after . my idle 


fancy, and to fear my diſpleaſure : 


let them. go on; I am miſtaken, 
and; there's an end of it. And he 
that thinks ir lis beſt ;and../or2/{ way 
always to.begin with Adam, let him, 
if he. pleaſe, begin with the Pre- 
adamites , I do not intend to quar- 
rel. And he that judges it conve- 
nient and ſaving to i and qubble 
in his Serwoz, let him. do: it alfo in 
his Prayer . (if he be fo relolv'd ) 


and take: along, with, him. a' pair of . 


Hawks Bells, it; the Rubrick will al- 
low ofit; Ill aſſure him 1: will not 
writs againlt him, for. I have. done. 
In like. manner, it any man be de- 
termined againſt .being.-rich , and is 
offended at- me. for wiſhing. him the 
great Zy/hes, et.him ſtay. where be is; 
tor Fdo'not : 1ncend. to. get. a {#71 to 
the Sheriff, to force him, into a bet- 
ter Preferme, - and 1t there be any 
one that wul not have his Dairy in- 

| creaſed , 
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creaſed, bur will dote upon: the + 
ſweet ſociety of his ſingle Cow z, if he 
be”ſo ſet upon her, let him take 
his pleaſure. ſtill, and fetch her up 
daily, and ſometimes 4s her { as the 
old /Yoman did, when ſhe faid, every 
one as they like.) But in my opinion, 
a ſmall Zzity Boy, although he can- 
not reduce a Siogiſm, nor knows a- 
ny thing at all of the firſt een Perſe- 
eutions, ray do the bulineſs as well ; 
if ſhe be not very curſt and bad tem- 
pered. Andiif after this, - any bo- 
dy be ftill angry, let. him hold off a 
little before he raves, and conſider, 
that 1 am not ſo dainty 'mouth'd, as 
that I muſt have diſcourſes, purpoſe- 
ly provided for my own: curiofity 
and ſqueamiſhneſs ; becauſe,Sir, you 
may very well remember, that what 
Ihinted at in my former, were not 
things of my own difliking 3 'but- as 
I told you, were generally diſplea- 
ſing; And indeed, in my firſt Zerter, 
I did rather make it my buſineſs to 
give a ſhort Hiſtory of what was de- 
rided or blamed, than ſtudied to in- 
vent 
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vent or complain of what might be 
"—— — unprofitable or Tidicu- 


And though the Anſwerer may 
think, Sir, that I have-made it my 
buſineſs ever ſince forty two to liſt- 
en atChurch Hindows, or taking the 
pretenceof my Briefs to go _ 
them z or toemploy my diligent F«- 
GFors in ſeveral Counties, or to ratt- 
{ack all the Sermons that have been 
Printed ſince the Reformation , to get 
together ( as he ſays, p. 67.) twenty or 
thirty paſſages wot accurate or . Stholar- 
like, and to repreſent theſe with all 
poſſible diſadvantage, to the diſpa- 
ragement of the Clergy ; yet he and 
the world may know, that this was 
ſo far from my employment or inten- 
tions, that Thad - quite finiſh'd what 
I deſigned in my firſt Letter, before 
I thought it convenient to inſert fo 
much as any one ſtory ; and how- 
ever harſh, unkind or diſingenuons 1 
have been before, yet I will now be 
ſo civil,asnot- to ſay what little *pains 
I was at,or how few Books 1 ſearch'd 
into 
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into, to furniſh my ſelf with fie and 
proper Inſtances to explain my meatt- 
ing. AndI cannot help it; if ſome 
ofthe politick( thole I mean that are 
loth to part with ſome dearneſſes or 
other that they uſe in their Preach. 
in; ) goalong with the Anſwerer in 
cenſuring what [ did, asan untimely 
and unhopeful attempt : but I pro- 
feſs, 1 have fo lictleskill in the nicety 
of ſeaſons, and critical ripeneſs of 
Books; that I know not Ly a line, 
but might be Printed as well in ſe- 
venty, as in ſeventy one. If indeed 
what I {aid , had been ſome mighty 
ſecret of State , and known only to 
the Privy Council, the Anſwerer and 
my ſelf, we poſlibly out of our reach. 
ing prudence, and well-weigh'd de- 
terminations, had reſolved not to de- 
clare as yet;but to lock up things, that 
ordinary Tradeſman perceive & com- 
plain of,and that even Chi/dren of ten 
years of age obſerve and make ſport 
with ; is doubtleſs one of the great /»- 
trigues , that ſpring forth from the 
very intwards of Policy, I go fuppoſe, 

t to 
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to hear a Sermoy, where there be 
five hundred or 'a thouſand People, 
and the AMinifter, out of imprudence, 
bad education , or ſome other miſ- 
fortune , happens 'to think of ver 

ſtrange Metaphors; or to make ule 
of very bad Zales, Similitades, or the 
like : Mum, fay Ito my ſelf, T intend 
to' have all that, no body elfe 
ſhall 'have one- tittle of it : but-per- 
haps , before he People -get out of 
the" Charch-yard' , they 'begin to re- 
poor andhe ſecret that T defigned 
or my own *privare cenfure, by 'the 
next'tnorning is gotten all'about rhe 
Town.” Or ſyppoſt 1 -am acquainted 
_ with ſome of the 'Cler2y, whoſe con- 
dition is ſo 'very Tow and 'diſconſo- 
late, (that they are forced - to run vp 
and' down half the week, -to- procure 
a Pariſh-metting, ro pickup or bor- 
row three or four ſhillings; or are 
almoſt ready to pawn their Brbles 
ſometimes, toget a little of the An- 
* ſwerers that- ſame to go to Market : 
this likewiſe by all means muſt be 
conccaled, b: cauſe of 'the Auſwerer”s 


old 
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:old obſervatibn, MI 'things that are 
true ;are mot to be [aid ut all times. 
And now; Sir, T wasjuft going to 
ſay, that 1had-done- with the 4+- 
ſwgrer ; which could 1fay with a 
Aafe conſcience, it were the happieſt 
thing -that 'I have' faid 'theſe twelve 
'Months ;'byt I'muſt not ſcape fo, 'for 
after 1 had'Tſpent the prime of \my 
Rrength, and waſted my beſt ſpirits 
among Greek & Latin, Prefaces, and 
Diviſions, Metaphors and” Similitades, 
-and many other ſuch like exemzes ; up 
Rarts a freſh and dapper Gentleman 
calFd a Po#ſcript:Dear Sir,I know not 
whether ever I ſhall write to you a- 
gain ; therefore let mebeg it of you 
foronce, as you-value your own fe- 
putation, your eſtate, your health, life 
and liberty, and the welfare of your 
Relations, for the future beware of 
Poſtſcripts , you never felt the ſturdy 
blows,the ſharp thruſts, and the deep 
wounds that ſuch an adverſary gives. 1 
know, Sir, your temper inclines yott 
tobold and great things ; and it is 
fiot a Zetter, and # Letter foo, that 
1 4 «aff 


[ 216] 
can eaſily afright you : But yet 1 
beg it once again', that you. reckon 
a Poſt/cr ipt the moſt dangerous of all 
after-claps. As for Appendixes, Corol- 
laries , Supplements , Concluſions, Con- 
rtinuations, and ſuch like ſmall ſhot, 
theſe are nat to be dreaded; bur 


when a Letter comes tail'd with a' 


Poſtſcript , and concerning Abigail 
too, that takes you off jult . in the 
middle. What a fool was I, that 1 
could not as well have put. in Bezte 
or Bidde, Suſan or Sarah ; but muſt 
make the Anſwerer angry, and put in 
Abigail : or if I had puther in, what 
had I to do to trouble my ſelf con- 
cerning the Chaplain's fitting ſo cloſe 
tober ? Is it tobe expected that eve- 
ry Gentleman ſhould maintain two 
Tables, to keep them at a diſtance? 
or that he ſhould keep a Servant 
on purpole to watch private 
winks, treading upon toes, twitch- 
ing of »apkins, or breaking of mer- 
ry th:unhts under-board? And is 
there any thing more natural, than 
for prettineſſes to bgget looking , _ 
or 


©@ as Ha oS$ ans KS -«@ <.c@-o «<< << {a _.c-- co 


a ww mc mqiimm ©. > oo om Sd... ious as 


[117] 
for Joking. to beget admiration ? and 
what if adiration and /ove together, 
afterwards beget a Ficaridge ? I ho 
a Chaplain that has been true, walls 
and ſerviceable, if preferment falls, . 
may deſerve before a ſtranger. Well, 
I ſee I was a fool, and there's an 
end of it. But for all thar, I believe 
the Gentlemen have not as yet laid 
their Swords in Oy,nor trimm'd up 
their fire-locks,as the Poſtſcripe advi- 
ſes : For they have ſent me word, that 
they love me,and underſtand me ; and 
thatthe Anſwerer is out of his wits. 

With whom I am fo perfeQly tired, 
that I can ſcarce ſee his Book, but that 

I am preſently ready to fall aſleep. 
He that miſunderſtands but now and 
then, or Where there is any pre- 
tence or ground for it, is very par- 
donable;z but to do it through and 
through, from his very Preface to his 
Poſtſcript ;, nay, even as far as Dr. Fe- 

gon's verſes upon the Scholar of Bennet 

Colledge , is fo very extravagant and 
humourſom, that it is ſcarce to be 
endured;and for all this trouble that 

| I3 he 
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he hasput.me to, be thinks he hath 
made me .abundant fatisfaftionzin not 
guelling me, Or in not dealing with 
me-as ſome {barp and ſevere _—_ 
might have done;bue has( as he lays,p. 
83.) diſcours with me all this while as 
* with a ſtranger, and'has yery little be- 
tray'd that he has any knowledge of me, 
Whereas had he, not been very ſpa- 
Ting and courteous,he could have bla- 
fled my credvt, and. for ever wounded 
my reputation ;, He could have told 
the World, © Fhat my great Grazd- 
* father .to his knowledge , was 
* a very turbulent fellow 1n Queen 
* Flizabeths reign;and did moſt hear- 
 tily wiſh that the Spaniards might 
"have ſucceeded in their J/zveſion : 
* That my great Uncle by my Mo- 
* thers fide, was ſuppoſed to have 
* had an hand in the Guxz-powder 
* Plot, upon ſome {mall prejudice that 
* he had conceived againſt Xing 
* Zames ; that my neareſt Relations, 
* in the late times, were moſt of 
* them Church- Robbers, Sequeſtrators, 
* and Zxciſe-wex , and that one of 

| * them 
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*themin pazticular, was intimately 
« acquainted with Bradſhaw and 
&« /reton ;, that I my ſelf was born in 
« the moſt quarrelſome and ſediti- 
* ous 7own 1n all the Nation; and 
* that I would not ſuck of any bo- 
* dy but of a peeviſh and ſchiſmati- 
*cal Nurſe, nor eat any milk, but 
« ſuch as came from a kicking and ill- 
* naturd Cow; that ſo ſoon as I could 
*climb up a chair or ſtool, my only 
&« delight was to tear Bibles, and all 
«700d Bocks apieces; and after- 
* wards (as I grew able ) to pull 
« down the Church yard-pales to let 
©*in the Hogs, to root out new bu- 
* ried people out of their Graves ; 
** thatIdid not care for robbing any 
* mans Orchard, or plucking any 
* mans Geeſe, but the Miniſters, that 
*Ihad a /ittle one, privately out at 
* Nurſe, by that time I was eighteen 
« years of age; and thatI gave five 
* and ſixpence a week, beſides ſoap, 
*ſtarch and candle ; his name was 
* Belſhazzar, and he had brown hair ; 
* and ſo on and on I went , with a 
I 4 ** con- 
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** conſtant and peculiar ſpight againſt 
* Minifters, till, to the diſcredit of 
« our Church, I writ the Contempt of 
* the Clergy. Aﬀter this fort, Sir, 
might the Anſwerer have dealt with 
me, {uppoſing he would have been 
ſeyere, . and taken notice that he 
was acquainted with me ; but ſup- 
pole Sir, that his formation fails 
him, and that the perſo» he writes 
againſt, may either be of the Houſe 
of Commons , one of the © Zife-guard, 
a Builder of Ships, or a High. Con- 
ſtable ; then let me tell him, that if I 
be one of all thoſe ( which I am, for 
ought he does know , or ever ſhall 
know) that he has loſt almoſt 
all the eighty firſt page , and 'abun; 
dance more up and down his Book <: 
for whereas he there adyiſes me to 
get a Licenſe to be Univerſity Preacher, 
to ſet up a running Lefture, to call to- 
gether the neighbouring Miniſters , to 
learn them to preach without Preface, 
Diviſion , Inferences, or the like; 
it had beea altogether as proper for 
him { unleſs he had known-me 'bet- 

x ter ) 
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ter ) to bid me cock my Gun , prime 
my Pan, face about to the right, or to 
have ſet me to any other employment, 
till he had been more ſure, where I 
dwelt, or how I ſpent my time : for 
why ſhould any trouble themſelves 
to enquire after me, for I am very 
well,thank God,and wiſh all mankind 
ſo. ButI know it is the humour of the - 
Anſwerer , and ſome few more, to 
believe things to be true and falſe, ac- 
cording to the Authors age , bulk , 
profeflion , complexion , and Coun- 
ty. Such a thing, ſays one, is as 
plain, and evident as may be, if the 
Author lives at London, but if at 
Zork ; in my opinion he is ſomewhat 
obſcure ; and remove him but to 
Durham, and he is the greateſt lar 
in the world, next unto the huge one 
himſelf. Yes truly, ſays another, 
that may poſſibly be ; nay, I can 
{carceſee how it can be otherwiſe, if 
he were not ſo very fat and an- 
cient; and for ought any body 
knows, the Author is as thin as a 
Hafer, and never didas yet ſee fifty. 
But 
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But as I ſaid before, Sir, Iam quite 
tired, - and have nothing more to ſay 
tothe Azſwerer, but only to let him 


know, That had it not been for the' 


ſake of that little which is now to 
follow, I had been fo rude and un- 
mannerly to him, and ſo very kind 
to my ſelf, as not to have taken any 
notice of what he had written. And. 
indeed, before I go any further , I 
muſt ſolemnly beg pardon of every 
one that hath read his Avſmer , for 
ſeeming ſo far to ſuſpe& their Judg- 
ments, as to go about. to point and 
direQt to miſtakes , that lie ſo thick 
and obyiaus; and having obtained 
that, Sir, I hope alſo, that where 
your ſelf, or any other Reader, ſhall 
find your ſclves very much grieved, 
withche trifling and ſmall entertain- 
ment which this ſecond Zetter only 
affords, thar you will attribute ſome 
part of it to the ſlenderneſs of that 
ſtuff, which the Anſwerer gave me 
to deal with, as well as to my great 
indiſcretion in rindertaking it. And 
{1 farwel 4nſwerer for this year, and 
all that ſhall follow. And 
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And thus, Sir,l have briefly.ſhewn, 
thatasit was altogether againſt my 
deſign, to bring any of the Clergy in- 
to contempt, ſo I have ſaid nothing, 
nor after luch a manner, as ſhould by 
any Reaſons be concluded to do the 
ſame; but if there be any ſo weak, 
and fo regardleſs as to miſtake mes 
they are either ſome of rhe giddy and 
ſoft-headed Non-conformifts, or ſome 
of the idle and inconſiderable LZai- 
ty. | 
4 As for the firkt , who think them- 
ſelves the only Saints of the Hee, and 
to. be now in chains for Chriſt, and 
his cauſe : Let me tell them, that 
they have no reaſon at all to rejoyce 
at my firſt Zetter, becaule they there 
find, that ſuch is the imprudence or 
unhappineſs of fome of the Clergy, as 
ſometimes to occaſion their own cox- 
tempt. For if they pleaſe to examine 
again what is there written, they will 
then perceive their dear Brethren to 
be as much concerned as any body 
elſe, and to have as great a ſhare in 
thoſe inſtances that are produced out 
of 
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' of idle Sermons: But I did not ſet 
them out by themſelves upon two ac- 
connts ; Firſt , becauſe*till they do 
conform , care is taking by Authority, 
that they may not publickly render 
the Miniſtry contemptible by their 
ridiculous Preaching. And in the 
next place, becauſe all their fooleries, 
idlenefſes and inſignificant cantin 
are ſo peculiarly and. faithfully ſer 
— the forementioned Friendly 
debatex, that I could ſcarce think of 
any thing that couid be added , bur, 
becauſe thoſe reaſons I find were not 
ſufficient, and that I hear that ſome 
of them ſay, 7# is now very plain, how 
the world is altered, and what lamen- 
table preaching and trifling there is, 
now they are ſilenced : therefore be- 
cauſe I would not have them too 
much ſpoiled and exalted, in thinking 
themſelves the only poor remain of 
people, that can diſpence the word pro- 
fitably, and ſpeak ſence, rhetorick 
and gealineſs; they may pleaſe to 
believe it, that if I had thought they 
would have becn ſo miſtaken, I _ 
ave 
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have found out as many follies 
and, extravagancies , - in -0RE days 
time, out of their Sermons and 
Diſcourſes, asin a week 'any where 
elſe. To tell Sories, you know, Sir, 
is endleſs and tedious ; but however, 
ſor once I muſt beg leave to be alittle 
troubleſome, that what I now ſaid, 
ſome body elſe may believe beſides 
my ſelf. There is therefore one. now 
amongſt them, who is counted one of 
their moſt precious ſufferers, and a 
moſt healing inſtrument , who is ſo 
full. of 'idle. phanſies, metaphors,  ſimi- 
litudes, and all ſuch like frothy dif- 
paraging ſtnff ; that you may ſet him 
almolt again(t twenty of the moſt im- 
prudent conforming Preachers , that 
are tobe found amon2ſt us. Of his 
rich vein of wi, I ſhall only give you 
one inſtance ; which is upon that of 
the P/almiſt, But his delight is in the 
Law of the Lord, Where heobſerves 
that every word has its emphaſis, and 
therefore he begins with the firſt 
word, BUT, This BUT, ſays he, 1s 
full of ſpiritual wine ; we will broach 


it, 
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i, end tft « little, then (proceed. 'He 
had better -have ſaid; "it - was full 6f 
ſpiritual cakes, or precious” ſtones : for 
this But will hold-no-more /Yine, than 
a Net or a Steve ; andonehad as good 
go about to broeach one of them, as 
this But : 'or if he would 'haye 'made 
the 'thing credible , he ſhould haye 
frid, that this But is « Plogs-head full of 
ſpiritual wine , ( as one did that Tepea- 
tedit out of 'the Author? ' then you 
know, Sir, it'tsas plain and polhble 
as may be, and we might have broach- 
ed preſently:but of all things;I ſhould 
have 'been moſt pleaſed, 1f' for once 
he would have ſpoken in Zatin; and 
told as; 'thar this fed -or veram enim 
vero ,- 1s full of ſpiritual wine; for 
then'the wir would have been more 
adrmired'for lying 'a great way off. I 
ſuppoſe F need! not go on; 'Sir ; you 
cannot - but be- ſufficiently. * ſatisfied 
concerning -rhe great ſtretch of his 
fancy. I might alſo, Sir, leeing that 
we have'ſet him byodach '(as he will 
haveit )give you jaſt a «taſte of his 
Metaphorical faculty, ' "What think 
you 
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you of a Cheft or Cupboard of truth 2 
or of the Rain-bow of juſtice % Mercy 
turns Fuſtice into a ' Rainbow ; the 
Rain-bow is a Bow indeed , but hath no 
Arrow in it. ' Here the Author, was 
double happy ; Metaphor, 'atid Fit 
into the bargain : Or what think you 
of ſweeping the Walks ' of the heart ; 
orof Prayer being a ſpiritual Leech ; 
and of throwing in the anple of Prayer, 
and fiſhing for -mercy? Or lafltly, 
Whar'think you of God's ' laying the 
ſon! awhitening? Do you not think, 
Sir ,"that it would very 'much alter 
the countenance of the /Yaſbmaid, to | 
find. two or three large ſous bleaching 
amongſt her /i»nen? But to ſpeak the 
truth of it, the peculiar knack, gift 
and glory of this Gentleman, conliſt 
chiefly in making of /kzeſſes ; in 
which he is ſo lucky , and tranſcen- 
dently accompliſhed, that in a ſmall 


Treatiſe of his, called « Chriitian on 


the Mount ; in a very {ſhort time, I 
found Meditation tobe like almoſt a 
hundred ſeveral things. 

In the firſt place, Meat ation 3s _ 
with- 
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withdrawing-Room; weare very well + 


fatisfied, if he will not carry us , much 
further: then he calls us out to vidtu- 
als, and after that, Meditation is like 
chewing of the cud : now we- muſt 
walk abroad, and Meditation is like 
climbing up into a tree ; but if that 
be not high enough, z# is like a Mount 
or a Tower -high : but if we have got 
any ſtrain with climbing, Meditation 
zs like going into a Bath : and if after 
bathing we grow hungry again, and 
faint, Meadttation.is the pallate by which 
we feed; and immediately after, #f 
is like 1ſraels eating of Manna : and 
five lines after , /ike a Cordial to 'be 
drunk down : So that in a very little 
compals, Meditation is climbing, ba- 
thing taiting,cating, drinking and chew- 
ing the cud, Within twoor three pages 
ine. the Chriſtian is to take the Air 
again, and to be mounted, but not 
ſo high as before , but upon a fiery 
' Steed ; and then Meaitation 1s the 
Chriſtian's curbing bit; and 1 know 
not well how it comes about, but zt 
is alſo like a powerful Loadſtone ; _y 

or 


[429 } 


' for all that, the next line, # 5s: /ibe 


s corkto's Net. And ſoon after; like 
diftilling 'of& Waters, and like beating 
of Tnceuſe ; but now we go far and 
deep, and Meditation is like digging. 
ſpiritual gold out of the Mine Fi e 
promiſes; but we ſoon come aboye 
ground again for” a little while, and 
Meditation is like digging about -the 
roots of a tree: but down again pre- 
ſently, for Meditation is like diggin 
in the Mine of Ordinances. We 
not been in this Mine as yet, we had 
only digg'd in the Mie of the Pro- 
wiſe before: but I am afraid, Sir, 
you will ſay you have enough; . if 
not , we go on. And Meditation is 
like the ſelvidge, which _— the cloth 
from ravelling ; or like « hammer that 
drives the nail to the head ; or like 
rubbing a man in 4 ſwoon; or like 4 
Bee ſucking out of the flower of trath 
preacht, and working it in the bive of 
the heart. Furthermore, Meditation 
is the ballaſt of the heart, the bellows 
of the affeiFions ; and, the Hen That 
hatcheth good affettions ; and like the 
K ſails 
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ſails of the": ſhip, notwithſtandi 
that it i che balaft juſt 4, 
but 1 ſappoſe the | Author does not 
mean the lame Ship he meant before, 
but ſome other. But ſuffer me 1 pray, 
Sir, #0 put theſe grapes once wore into 
the Preſs ( as an acquaintance of his 
Gysina _— ry wrmcs = i like 
going to Plough, like Oylto the Zamp, 
like « Gun fall of powader ( but prayer 
without faith , is like « Gun dif- 
charged without a bullet ) like wet 
x4 3 like a whip , like a proſpettive 
glaſe, a golden ladder , a dove, 4 
raxchſtone, 8 ſpiritual Index. It was 
juſt now the oz/ ,, but he holds not 
long in the fame mind, for now it . is 
the lamp it ſelf, that is to be fed with 
the or! of reading, but then joyn it 
with examination, and it is like the 
S«n-on the Dyal. And laſtly, joyn it 
with.praitice, and it is like a pair of 
Compaſſes. | 
And now , Sir, am I not as good 
as my word? haveI not ſhewn you 
a mw, thatis very fruitful and pre- 
cious Is it polkble to be weary, 
- where 
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whare theze- is ſuch variety of tin. 
cy ? He begins wuh you at home, 
then calls you «broad ,, brings. you 
back again, then out at See, then 
for the dwdies, carrying you \into 
Mines, ſeveral Mines, Promiſe- Mines, 
and Ordinance-mines ; this mult needs 
be melting. and diſſolving. And 1 
queſtion not, as this Gentlermes leads 
us through a great part of mrechawnigt 
ard natural Phyloſophy , {o , hatl be 
thought of it, and been bur at ks lit- 
tle more leiſure, his fancy could have 
made Afed#tetion like all the' Luinuals 
ig Geſzer, and all the Plants in Ger- 
rard ; for ſome ſmall reaſon, or pret-, 
ty report or other ; For when his 
hand was in, what had it been for 
him to have ſaid, that Meditation is. 
like an Oftrich,».a Pheaſant-cock , or a 
Robin-red-breaſt , or like a Whale, a 
Pike, or a Gudgeon ? ? forl do not at 
all doubt but that a very {mall -/#- 
ventor may deviſe as good a reaſon 
for all thoſe /ikeneſſes, as he that. ſaid, 
that Faith was like 4 Flounder , that 
laid a Chriſtian gy POPs the Pro, 
wncſes. K 2 After 
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' Aﬀter him / comes another Bartho- 
lomew Gentleman, with a huge ham- 
per of Promiſes ; and he falls a #r«- 
ding with his Promiſes , and applying 
of Promiſes, and reſting upon Pro- 
miſes, that we can hear of nothing 
but, Promiſes: which trade of Promi- 
ſes he ſo ingroſs'd to himſelf, and 
thoſe of his own Congregation, that 
in the /ate times he would not {0 
much as let his near X7»/men, the 
Presbyterians, to. have any dealing 
- with the Promiſes: And to forward 
this #rade of Promiſes, the poor de- 
ceived creatures muſt be lately abu- 
- fed witha new ſort of Concordance, 
by Y.-P. conſiſting of Commanas , 
Threatnings and Promiſes; and be- 
ſides, leſt people ſhould take hold of, 
and apply a curſe inſtead of a bleſſing, 
and a threatning inſtead of a promiſe, 
they are all ſet forth with their par- 
ticular marks : ſo that now | ſuppoſe, 
the trade of promiſes will ſuddenly 
hereupon be much amended , and 
grow - ſtrangely quick and lively, 
And to be ſhort ( becauſe this Gen- 
| tleman 
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tlemen has been ſufficiently taken no- 
tice of -by} a late worthy Avthor ) 
except it be idle preaching aboyt ex- 
periences, diſpenſations , - manifeſt a- 
tions , diſcoveries, improvements , 
pledges, priviledges, and prerogatives x 
outeoings , ingoings and returns , and 
ſuch like ſenſeleſs, inſignificant, cam- 
ting words and phraſes; there is 
ſcarce any thing to. be found in him, 
or any of thoſe that are admirers of 
his way. - - 

And, asthis ſo much admired oze 
has a peculiar trade in promiſes, ſo 
others there be, whoare very much 
for trafficking - wuh Chriſt: And in 
the /ate times, we may remember ' 
what a ſubtile . zrade was driven this 
way, and what a perfe&t mercban- 
dize they made of Chriſt ; and what 
abundance of eminent holders forth 
of Chrift, and- bis Cauſe, were ſent 
into the Countrey to fell Chrift for 
ſpaons , bodkins and thimbles: But 
amongſt altthoſe that were then em- 
ployed , none ever was found to: 
make ſo very good a return of Chrift 

K 3 
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3s H.'P.' was obſerved todo ; for he 
"could preſently call the _ t6- 
gether , and tell them, * That he 
heard at Zondow, that they were 
« without Chr: , and he came on 
, © purpoſe+ 10. bring ther Chrift, and 
<0, what a great ceat "of money he 
< was offered upon the © road * for 
« Chyz, but he was refolved to 

© with Chrifto no body, till the Be- 
4 Jyved 'thine he' was preaching to, had 
© had the ref#/al of him ; and if they 
« gid- intend to trade with him, 
* they oitift dawn with their duſt in- 
4+ ftatitly ;* for t6 his knowledge, the 
* Papi did offer a very: vaſt ſum of 
* money for Fngtanas Chrif# * and 
* thefefore', if. they did not make 
« g11 pofſible haſt to ſend in their 
© >bare and” javels, he would be ſoon 
* ſhip's ;- and: Garried” away "to 
«© Rome, But may ſome Tay, What 
«if ernel Cmnalier fhonld come; 
*, would not then our- Chx3f bem 
&« preat danger, after all obr colt and 
** charges, might not he plunder 'vs 
of our Chriff ? "No; Cavalier W- 
txt -, ys " © geed 
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'* deed is craet, and 'may get away 
< your ſhoulder of Matron, may get 
< away” your Children, thay get a- 
*.way your ##F;fe, and may get away 
© your very Bible; and he may core 
* alſo for your Chriſf, but he cannot 
« cet away your Crs, for Chrift is 
« ur; aud he 5s Gods ; and there- 
fore down with your money. I 
do. not ſay that all that were ſent 
forth then to repeat the word Chriff, 
(for that was then, and is ill 

many called preaching of Chriſt ) did / 
carry atong with them ſuch knaviſh 
intentions; but fure I am, that the 
vain 'repitition of ſuch good words , 
1S{till roo often that which the Vox. 
conformifts call powerful preaching , 
when as there is nothing at all that 
is meant by themſelves, or can be un- 
derftood by their Hearers, And this 
made Biſbop Tayler ſay in his Fpiftle 
tothe Reader before his ſhort Care- | 
chifſw', That 4 plain Catechiſm doth 
more inſlrutt a ſoul , thin « whole 
days prate mith ſome daily ſpit forth 
to bid men get Chriſt, and perſecute. * 
K 4 his 
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his ſervants ; for he was 'very well 
aware, that theſe great Zealots, that 
talk ſo much of Chrif and his Zzter- 
eft, were as forward to cheat, ſteal, 
or commit any villanies, asthoſe that 
had. never heard of Chrift, or the 
Dottrine that he ' preached, And 
indeed, I had now taken very little 
notice of what was then done a: 
mongſt them , if that idle , empt 

and inſignificant preaching had ceal- 
ed with the times:3 but till 1 find 
people ſo ſtudious to deceive , - and 
ſo willing to be deceived, that ſuch 
prattle , amongſt many , ſtill bears 
the name of the only ſaving, power- 
f«l' and edifying preeching. And' in- 
deed, though I will not accuſe e- 
very one of that party, that now 
ſtand ſepatered from us , of the ut- 
moſt extravagancies of theſe follies ; 
yetIam very certain, that the great- 
eſt part, or at leaſt the moſt - famous 
and prevailing amongſt them, are fo 
generally addicted to canting , in- 
ſignificant phraſes and tedious taw- 
zologies, that ſhould we _—_— 
their 
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their \continual religious monſence, 
with the indiſcretions of the Con- 
formiſts, thele would appear tolera- 
bly ſober and wary Rhetoricians. 

And this is ſo plain from what 
has been already mentioned , that 
very little need to be faid further ; 
but only it happens that I have now 
by me a Book call'd, 4pples of Gold 
for young men and young women z, 2 
Book ſo famous amongſt them, that 
it has' to my knowledge deceived 
the world to no leſs than eighs 
Editions: and yet when we look 
into it (notwithſtanding the ſubje& 
is very large and profitable ) we ſhall 
there find little beſides _y , the 
Soul,” Conſcience, Paith, and luch like 
very . good words, over and over 
repeated to very ſmall purpoſe, and 
as often uſher'd in with an enga- 
ging and crying introduQtion of, Ah ! 
young men ; and ſometimes, Ah! 
young men and women. It is all one, 
Sir, where you open the Book, his 
Rhetorical humour. is ſo very much 
the ſame.. 4! ( ſays he, p. 181.) 
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yours men, young men, if you "maſt 
needs be leahing , then leen wyon pre- 
clons promiſes , leam upon the Rock 
that is higher thaw your felves, | lean 
wpon the Lord Jeſus Chrifs, as John 
did, John leaned mach ( Joh. 21.20%) 
and Chriſt loved ine mmch, Ah ! teas 
won Chriſt's wiſdeas » lean wpon his 
r, lean upon bis parſe , lean upon 
pol ; RE bt, iP raas 
lean upon his blood, leaw wpou his me- 
7#it., Now, Sir, we'well underftand, 
and know the meaning of Chriff's 
Wiſdom , Power , Righteouſueſs , and 
the like: butto make a buge -clat- 
E terwg of Chr:f, and a long empty 
E., tattle of caring, and to make: pecs 
3 ple figh and cry by mere repetition 
of Scriptare words, when- peas 
there is line forther | fign of {en 
than ſbaking of the bead, and wring- 
þ ing of hands, has much more m 
3 it of popwlar deceit, than popular Rhe- 
E:.. rorick :; but having "ſet out with the 
word /eaz, for the fme fienrative 
noiſe , and eafineſs together, that is 
to be continued as long -as lungs 
Can 
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can” hold ; never minding to what 
it its joyn'd, or how it is applyed. 
And whence 'do you think, Sir, 
came -2M this idle rant about /eam- 
- i»e* only from Fohx's being placed 
next toiour Seviowr at Supper, and 
laying his head or e/bow in his boſom ; 
theretore, young men, if they would 
be /canirg, they muſt ru their heads 
into- ' our - Seviours parſe, and put 
their elbows into his eyes. And from 
this place of Scripture alone arife 
all their infignificant carrinos, about 
a believer's /eanivg and rollirg upon 
Chriſt, itbeing no where elſe men- 
rion'd in the whole /NVew 7eftament 1 
butonly where it is ſaid, that F+- 
cob” leaning upon the top of his Fa 
And as he here runs away with t 

word leaving; fo the' very ſame me- 
thod | he uſes for any thing elſe, 
chat he ſhall happen upon. It is 
faid you know, Sir, Mal. 1. 14. Curſ- 
ed be the decerver which hath in his 
flock a male , and yet offereth to the 
Lord 4 corrupt thing*, Upon which 
immediately follow ; 4h ! youns men 
| ana 
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and women ( who are like the Almond 
free ) you. have many males ih your 
flock, your ftrength is a male in' the 
flock, your timeis 4 male in the flock, 

' your parts are 4 male in the flock, 
and your gifts are 4 male in the flock, 
&c.. And whereas here he menti- 
ons only ffrength and parts in gene- 
ral, as being males in the flock ; yet 
if his breath would have laſted , he 
could have made every . fiwger and 
foe that a young man has, to be a 
male in the flock; and I wonder how 
he- mils'd judgment , memory, fancy , 
and the five ſes z for theſe doubt- 
leſs, are all males in the flock; if he 
had not forgot them. And +;this is 
that in which chiefly confiſt the pow- 
er and edifyingneſs ( as they call it ) 
of their preaching, and by which they 
think themſelves ſo far to; excel ' the 
ioſtrutions of the conformable Mi- 
?ifters;, as if theſe could not” ſay the 
word Chrift\ as often in an hour, as 
the moſt powerfu/ and edifying | of 
them ; and I wonder where, lies the 
myſtery and great difficuky, of this 
gifted 
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gifted fort of Rhetorick. 1 am dif 
courſing ſuppoſe about the pardon -of 
ſin, and1T bring in thar of the P{al- 
miſt , Bleſſed is be whoſe tranſgreſſion 
is forgiven, &c. Upon which occaſion 
I exert my gifts, and pour forth thus. 
It is not, bleſſed is the honourable man, 
but bleſſed is the pardon'd man; it is 
wot bleſſed is the rich man, but bleſſed is 
the pardon'd max; it is not bleſſedis the 
learned man, but bleſſed is the par- 
don'd man; it is not bleſſed is the po- 
litick man, but bleſſed is the pardon'd | 
man ; it ivnot bleſſed is the vittorious 
man, but bleſſed is the pardon'd man. 
Or I amipreaching ſuppoſe about re- 
member thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth , and I guſh forth after this 
manner : Ah | that young men and 
women would but in the morning of 
their youth ſeek, yea, ſeek early, ſeek 
diligently , ſeek primarily, ſeek un- 
weariedly, this God, who is the great- 
eſt good , the beſt good, the moſt de- 
firable good ; who is a ſutable good, 
4 pure good, a ſatisfying good, a t9- 
talgood, and an eternal good. Now, 
may 
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may got 2 Covformift, though of an 


ordinary invention , aad aot endued 
with the ſublimeſt gi/tedneſſes of our 
Separatifes , lay » eek, ſeek, ſeek, 
ſeek , 8c. or food, good, good, good , 
&c. I am very ſerious, Sir, and you 
kaow it; and 1 will thoſe that I am 
now ſpeaking of, would think 40 
too, and lay alide their groundlels 
pretences- to gifts , dad preach like 
men and Chriftiens : for 1 bleſs M- 
mighty God , | love all the /Forld, 
od wiſh that all men were wiſe to 
the {alvatioa of themielves and  0- 
thers. And notwithſtanding , that 
many of.them are ſo forward £0 
boaſt of. their ſpiritual atteimments 
and ;mprovertsts, and will tell you, 


How often they have ſweats - at prayer. 


and ' how long they frequented Ordi- 
nauies, and what abundance of aays 
they kept, and time they ſpent, in up- 
plying of promiſes, and regiſtring ex- 
periences, before they could arrive to 
this convertins and kheart-diſſolving 
preaching : but yet for all that, it 
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that I queſtion not at all ; but that 
the very glory, and heart-breaking- 
#6/s of it (which chiefly  confift 1n 
ag endleſs repetition of the ſame 
words) may be eafily acquired by a 
Lad of ſixteen years of age in a 
Months time. To make, Sir, this 
plain, Til give you but one inftaace 
of very high »provements in this 
kind ; itis upon this particular, viz. 
Aw old Diſciple, an old Chriſtian is 
rich in ſpiritual experiences. Where- 
upon he thus proceeds: O the expe- 
riences that aw 0/4 Chriſtian hath of 
the ' ways of God, of the workings 
of God ,” of the word of God , of the 
love of God ! O the divine ſtories that 
old Chriftians can tell of the power of 
the Word, of the ſweetneſs of ' the 
Hord, of the Uſefulneſs of the Word?! 
O the ftories that he can tell you con- 
cernino the love of Chrift, the blood of 
Chriſt, the offices of Chriſt, the merits 
of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs, the graces 
of Chriſt, and the influences of Chrift ? 
O the ſtories that an old Diſciple 
can tell you of the in-divellings of the 
Spirit; 
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Spirit, of the operations, of the Spt- 
rit, of the teachings of the Spirit , of 
the fling of the ſpirit, of the wit- 
weſſings of the Spirit, and of the 
comforts and joys of the Spirit | O the 
ſtories that an old Chriſtian can tell 
you, of the evil of fin, of the bitterneſs 
of fin, the deceitfulneſs of ſin, the pre- 
walency of fin, andthe happineſs of the 
conguelt over fin! O the ſtories that 
he can tell you, of the ſnares of Sa- 
tan, the devices of Satan, the: tem. 
ptations of Satan, the rage of Satan, 
the malice of Satan , the watchfulneſs 
of Satan , and the ways of triumphing 
over Satan ! Theſe you fee, Sir, are 
ftories which an old Chriſtian, an old 
Diſciple can tell you. But do you 
not think, that one may procure a 
very young Chriſtian , ſuch as I be- 
fore-mentioned,_who by the help of 
two or three SyFemes, and a little 
Skill in 72dexes , ſhould be able to 
tell you as many divine ſtories as 
theſe, and a hundred more, if it 
ſhould be convenient? may not he 
in a ſmall time learn to begin with 
divine 
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thvine fories of God, the Script ares, 
Chriſft,the Holy Ghoſt, of Sin,of Stan ; 
and may he not improve in the uſe of 
his Sfeme , and 1n time venture to 
turn on, and tell you divine ſtories of 
the Covenant of Grace, of the Szcra- 
merts,of the five points, of the ten Com- 
manaments, or of any thing elle with 
very great eaſe, according as he 
thinks to continue his 47vine ſtories. 

I ſuppoſe, Sir, it were needleſs to 
g9 about to ſatisfie you further , that 
this gifted fort of preaching, that pre- 
tends more than ordinary to come 
from above, has aslittle in it of 4ifi- 
culty or miracle, gs of profit. 1 can- 
not, I muſt confeſs, imagine wherein 
the powerfulxeſs and inſpiration of 
that gloſs conſiſted, that is made by 
one of this party that I am now ſpeak- 
ing of, concerning going out of our 
ſelves, and ſaying,” come Lord, return ; 
O Zord ; not return, O my trade re- 
turn ; O return, O our Ships return; 
not return, O car peace return ; bat re 
turn, O Lord, return, O Lord, Nor 
of that which was made by another 
upon 
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upon thoſe words : 7he Fear of the 
Lord is clean ; clean within, and clean 
without ; clean above , and clean be- 
low ; clean on the left hand, and clean 
on the right ; clean on this ſide, clean 
on that ; clean at home, and clean 4» 
broad. Now am I as ſure as can *be, 
that ſome of theſe people will preſent- 
ly cry out, and ſay, that / am againſt 
the fear 4 the Lord, and againit Chriff 
and his Intereit ,, and that 7 am apanſt 
all ſoul-ſoftning. means, and all ſoul-met- 
ting means. And(as it is inthe foremen- 
tioned /pplesof Gold) Tam a diſcourager 
of all that is God-ward , of all that is 
Chriſt-ward, heaven-ward, & holineſs- 
ward; and that I am for ſoul-hardning 
company, ſoul-hardaing principles , and 
fſoul-hardning examples ; and for ſuffe- 
ring of people togo on in deluſions, that 
are Chriit- dethroning, and Conſcience- 
waſting , and ſoul-undoing opportuni- 
ties, Ifthey do I cannot help it 
but however, I bleſs 4/mrighty God, 
that I was born of Chriſtian Parents, 
and that I was brought up in the Chrs- 
ſtian faith ; and I hope that, by the 
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Divine aſſiſÞ ance ) 1ſhall continue in 
the ſame, and in well-doing to my 
lives end. And whatever opinion 
they may have of me, I know not, 
but notwithſtanding, I do moſt hear- 
tily wiſh, that ſuch as have ſpent 
their time in reading of Books ' and 
Sermons about experiences, getting of 
Chrif, and the like, would change 
.them all away for the whole Duty of 
Mar , that abounds with very pt- 
ous and intelligible rules of godly 
living , and uſeful knowledge tend- 
ing to ſalvation. 

And I do wiſh furthermore, that 
ſuch of the Nonconforming Clergy that 
are of this humour, way and ſtyle ; 
that they would adviſe, or ſuffer, at. 
leaſt, ſuch asare now, 'or have been 
heretofore their Hearers and Admi- 
rers, to read ſome other Books beſides 
their own, and hear ſome other men 
Preach beſides themſelves : For as it” 
has beenalready made out, that the 
way of their diſcourſes is notſo much 
above humane induftry and inven- 
tion, as that it ſhould require any, 
- more 
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more extraordinary affiſtances , or 
more peculiar illuminations, than 
the Conformiſts may have. juſt reaſon 
to pretend to: So 1n good truth as 
confident as they are of the h:avenli- 
neſs, and convertingneſs ( as they call 
it ) of cheir method and expreſſions, 
they have very little grounds or good 
Authority for that manner they pro- 
ceed in. For, ſuppoſe, they ſhould 
be ſo full of themſelves, and their own 
indowments, as not to attend to the 
examples of the firſt famous Chriſti 
ans , Saints , and primitive Fathers, 
nor to the Rules of the beſt and moſt 
judicious Orators; yet if they will be 
either guided and perſwaded by 
what our Saviowr preacht himſelf, or 
by thoſe direFions which he gave to 
his Diſciples for ſo doing ; they will 
find very little encouragement either 
to dote upon and admire only their 
© own proceedings,or fo ſeverely to cen- 
ſure and undervalue thoſe that ſhew 
not all willingneſs to be deceiv'd by 
them.- And in the firſt place, weare 
plainly inſtrufted, as to what our Sa- 
VIOWY 
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wour himſelf ſpoke, taught or 
preacht ; as well as after what man- 
ner he expreſſed his meaning. We 
very well remember what. he ſaid to 
the young man that enquired how he 
ſhould attain eternal life, He did not 
lay, get me, get faſt bold. of me, get 
Jour arms full of me; But keep the 
Commandments , and give away Jour 
eftate ; which laſt in thoſe times was 
neceſſary for ſuch as intended to be 
Diſciples of Chriſt, in like manner, 
when the Publicens and Souldiers 
came to know what theyſboul/d do; he 
did not bid them , 7ake hold of him, 
faſten upon him, and put their arms 
round «bout him; but bad the firſt of 
them { whoſe employment might 
tempt them to cheating and bribery) 
exatt no more than what the Emperour 
demanded: and bad the others, be 
contented with their wages and pay 
and not do violence, plunder or fteal. 
And it was well, that it was Chri/f 
himſelf that ſaid this, or -elſe by -- 
chance ( amongſt theſe lofry Teach- 
ers) this might have gone for grof 
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carnal reaſoning, and for ſuch dull 
moral inftrutions as Mexander or , 
Ceſar themſelves, that never believed 
any thing of Chrift , might have gi- 
ven to. their ColleFors , and Armies. 
By theſe. places and the like, Sir, it 
is very. caſie to perceive after what 
manner-: our Savior . taught and 
preacht ; for whatever he ſpoke was 
preaching , ' although what he ſaid 
vpon the 470unt ( being a more con- 
tinued diſcourſe ) was more particu- 
larly. call'd his Sermon: So that thus 
far weſce, that whilſt Chrift preached 
Chriſt , that is, himſelf and his Do- 
Arine; here's not a word of getting 
of Chriſt, or getting into Chriſt, or get- 
ting 4 ſhare , a ſtock, an intereflt in 
Chriſt, orany ſuch like ſtaring, and 
inſignificant expreſſions, In the next 
place, i let us fee what order and in- 
ſtructions he gave to his Diſciples a- 
bout their preaching. 'St. Mark tells 
us, Mark 16:15. "That he bad them-go 
into the world and preach the Goſpel, 
&c. S. Matthew tells us, Mat .28. 19, 
20, he bad them, Go and teach all Na- 
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tions, - baptizing* them, &c. and 
reaching them to obſerve all things 
whatſoever he had commanded them. 
Now, Sir, if there can be any other 
meaning of theſe laſt words, than that 
( after people were baptized or admit- 
ted into Chriſtianity ) the Diſciples 
ſhould ſpend their time in teaching 
and explaining ſuch things as Chr 
himſelthad taught or preacht to them, 
which were not ſuch riddles, charms 
and tickling tuff, as thele people too 
often put upon their Hearers, then 
( if his Majeſty will pleaſe to give me 
leave ) I will promiſe never to come 
at any Church again fo long as I can 
find out the leaſt creeping Conventicle : 
So that if theſe people will be either 
content to preach no loftier , than 
our Saviour did himſelf, or as he ap- 
pointed his Diſciples to do, 1 am, ſure 
they muſt not preach as they do now, 
unleſs they have got ſome ſecret re- 
ſerve of Goſpels for their own peculiar 
uſe ; or have received ſome new in- 
ſtruQions and orders , ſince our .S4- 
viour was taken up; for in all the 
L 4 Goſpels 
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Goſpels which we are acquainted 
withal, we can find nothing elſe but 
that Chriſt was the Chri#,% that God 

for the future would be worſhip'd 
after the manner therein declared. 
And he that preaches this, viz. what 
Chriſt did and ſuffered, and what he 
ſpoke, preaches Chriſt, or bis Goſpel, 
or him crucified, or him and the reſur- 
rettion, or the Kingdome of God, or 
remiſſion of ſins, or the new Covenant, . 
or 2race and mercy through Chriſt ; all 
which and many more fignifie the 
{ame ; andnot he that thunders out 
Chriſt a thouſand times in a Sermon z 
ſaying, 4h! none but Chriit, none but 
Chriſt. Ah none to Chriit, none to 
Chriſt , noworks to Chriſts, no duties, 
z9 ſervices to Chriſts ; no prayers, no 
tears to Chriſts ; no rizbteouſneſs, no 
holin:{s to Chriſts, lay out for Chriſt, 
make ſure of Chriſt, cloſe with Chriſt , 
cleave to Chriſt, unite with Chriſt, reſt, 
lean, roll, toſs, tumble and wallow up- 
on Chriſt, There is mention made 
( you know, Sir, /) Mat. 28. 20. of 
Chriſt being with the Apſtles to the 
y $0 end 
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end of the world, which related to 
the divine aſſiſtance of the holy Ghoſt, 
-which they and their ſucceſſors ſhould 
have towards the propagating and 
continuing Chriſtian Religion 1n the 
world : but theſe people are forre- 
ceiving Zove-letters from Chriſt, they 
are for ſtrange entercourſes, correſpon- 
dences, returns, expreſſes, and I know 
not what. And, if it had not plea- 
ſed God to haye abated ſome of thoſe 
extravagancies, by reſtoring our 
Church, in time we ſhould have come 
to heavenly Proclamations and heaven- 
ly Gazets, And I wgll remember 
there was one amongſt them that pre- 
' tended to have got uch . an intereſt 
in Chriſt, and ſuch exaQt knowledge 
of affairs above , that he could tell 
the People, That he had juſt before 
' received an expreſs from Chriſt Teſus 
concerning ſuch a buſineſs, and that the 
ink was ſcarce dry upon the paper : At 
other times he would ſink himſelf in 
the Pulpit, and tell the people, he 
would be with them again La ar he 
would only ſpeak one word with Chriſt , 
and 
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and ſo pretending to have talk'd with, 
Chriſt, he would come up again ſoon 
after, as full of Chriſt, and his advice 
as might be. And to eonclude this , 
Sir, how many hundred and hun- 
dred times have you heard that place 
in the Coloſſians, viz. Chriſt is all in 
«ll, brought in at the cloſe of an 
thing that went before, only becauſl 
it 15 2e/ting, and may produce ſizh or 
groan ; for, it they would but confi. 
der of the Bible, as well as get by 
heart words and phraſes out of it, the 
might then have taken notice of thoſe 
many heavealy exhartarions , contai- 
ned in the ſame Chapter to the Coloſſi 
as, of living, more peaceably, god- 
lily and Tighteoully, than they had 
done , before they were converted 
to the Chriſtian Faith;and in particu- 
lar, that they ſhould be now as kind, 
juſtand faithful ro every man that 
they had to deal withal (let him be 
Greek or Few, Barbarian or S:ythian) 
as they uſe to be, or ſhould be, to 
their own MVeighbours and Citizens , 
ſo that now, Chriſt was all in all, ha- 
ving 
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ving taken away all d/iniions, and 
made of aff mankind one people. It is 
not, Sir, my intent here to comment 
upon Srriprure ; bur would to God, 
that theſe people that talk ſo much, 
& ſo endleſly the word Chrif, would 
ſpend more time in explaining his 
Doftrine ; if they did, I am fure the 
world would not only be mach ni- 
ſer, but more peaceable and better. | 
And as I would not have theſe 
people count themſelves the only 
godly and ſaving /nſtraffors by @- 
bundant ſaying over ew 7eitament 
words ; ſo it isa very idle thing for 
them to endeavour to have their 
preaching believed more {anQtified 
and ſearching , becauſe they talk 
often-times concerning the. Bible , 
giving only empty and looſe com- 
mendations of the Scriptures 1n ge- 
neral. There are { thanks be to 
God ) a great many Bibles 1n this 
Nation z and though the Conformiſts, 
do not poſlibly lay one in every win- 
dow, yet their Houſes need not be ſup- 
poſed to be without the Scriptures, 
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oor themſelves without the know- 
ledge and uſe of them. And what 
if whilſt they are in the P#/pit, with 
" finger thruſt into the middle of the 
Book, they do not brandiſh it up and 
down , as if they 'would diſcharge 
the whole of it together at ſome bo- 
dies head ? What if they do not hold 
it forth with ſtretched out arm and 
voice ; and cry aloud, This is the 
4 Book, this is the Book : here it is, here 
it is; no Hord like this Book, no Word 
like this Book, no writing like this 
writing , no reading like reading here, 
wo ſearching like fearching here, 0 
conſidering like conſidering here ; 
Chriſt is here, Foſs Chriſt is here, the 
Lord Chriſt is here, the precious pro- 
wiſes are here. Yes: doubtleſs ( if 
it be a Bible) "they are all there 
,and fo is Geneſis, Exodus, Leviticus 
Numbers, Deuteronomy , and all the 
reſt. But what is any body the ber. 
ter for this? Who will read, ſearch 
or conſider one word the more for 
this empty amazing noife ; or for 
ſuch as that, which I find alſo in _ 
0 
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of them: Search the Scripture, fidy 
the Seripture, dwell on the Scripture, 
delight in the Scripture, treaſare up the 
Seriptare ; no wiſdom to Seripture- wiſ- 
dons, no knowledge to Scripture kwow- 
ledge, no experience to Scripture expe- 
riences, nocomforts to Scripture com- 
forts, no delights to Scripture delights , 
no convittions to Scripture con- 
vittions , no converſion #0 Scripture 
converſion. - Let them ſhew us any 
wherein Scripture ( norwithſtanding 
their” ordinary kill therein ) where 
any thing is adviſed or commanded 
after this {loathful and flighty way. If 
they be for elegant compolure of long 
periods, let them obſerve after what 
manner the As of the Apoſtles are 
recorded ; if - they be for ſhorter 
ſentences , let them examine other 
parts of the holy Scriptares ; and if 
they would attempt to prophefie , let 
them read the Prophets, and let them 
attend to that copious #mvention , as 
well as /oftineſs of expreſſion that is 
contain'd in them. Surely if they 
were not charm'd with lazineſs, their 
own 


[158] . 
own conceits, and a contempt of all 
that are not in their wy and phraſe, 
they would judge it better, to ex- 
plain to the people the principles of 
Chriſtian Religion, and to give ſome 
ſober dire&#ions of living well, and 
perſwaſtue reaſons to begin a good life, 
and proceed 1n the fame, than to 
think that time =y ſanQtimoniouſly 
hid out, that is ſpent, in crying 
Here , here; Look , look ;, See, ſee ; 
whereas there is nothing to be ſeen; 
but the outlide of the Book, nor any 
thing to be heard but a /ong ſtring of 
words to the fame purpole ; and yet 
this alone muſt be call'd foſbing, hily 
violence, preffing upon , and breaking 
into the ſoul , and all ſober, diſcreet, 
and well examin'd inſtruftions, earth- 
ly and heatheniſh. 

Not leſs idle and extravagant is 
that humour of theirs, of loading 
their Sermons. with abundance of 
Scripture, where it is perfely. need- 
leſs, and alrogether impertinent. 
How far the true knowledge of 
one place depends upon others , bor” 
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reſt of the world, that do not boaſt 
" ſo much of Scripture, do very well 
underſtand ;* but to heap on Scr- 
pture after Scripture to no purpole at 
all, but ro make their followers BY- 
bles« ſtare again with 7ur#'d down 
proofs, and the firings. and claſps to 
groax With being overcharg'd with 
doubl'd leaves, is much too ſmall a 
foundation for them to call or think 
themſelves the only true diſpenſers of 
the word of God. And that where- 
in the excellency. of theſe mens hu- 
mour may be plainly perceived , is 
this, That the leſs the quoted Scrs- 
pture be really for their 'defign (ſo it 
does but ſound a little towards their 
meaning) the more it is admired, 
this arguing long ſearching, and ex- 
perimental skiff in the Bible, and a 
more hidden and well digeſted art of 
applying of Scripture. I have a Boak, 
Sir, that teaches me how it 15 to be - 
done upon that of S. Matthew, 
Bleſſed are the pure in heart , for they 
ſhall ſee, God, Now , Sir , to bring 
in all thoſe places of the Bb/e where 
the 
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the word yu is, may be done by a 
Scripturelefi Divine of ordinary Con 
cordence-parts; but to ſtuff in plen- 
ty of Scripture occafionally, unex- 
peCtedly and wonderfully, is a pe- 
culiar priviledge, and perfe&ion of 
the godly. The Doftrine therefore 
mult be this, 7hat the Saints of 
God are pure Saints , nothing that 1s 
impure can ſee God, nothing that is im- 
pure can come to God; for he that 
cometh to God, muſt belive that he 
is, and that he is a rewarder of them 
that diligently ſeck him, Heb. 11.6. 
And again. Jude. ver. 4. Behold the 
Lord cometh with ten thouſand —= 
What ? not unbelievers, but Saints, 
pure Saints : An unbeliever muſt mot 
expett ro be one of thoſe ten thouſand, 
he muſt not look to be one of that num- 
ber ; for he that expeits to be one of 
that number, muit ſo number his days, 
that he may apply his heart to wiſdom, 
Pſal- go. 12. he muſt be careful of his 
time.,, count up his time, and think 
upoR every aay ; but eſpecially the great 
day, the day of judgment. For -u 
Fhe 
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the Pſalmiſt has it, To day if you will 
hear his voice, harden not your hearts, 
as in the provocation , and as in the 
. day of temptation in the wilderneſs. 
And fo, Sir, you may go on, with 
hear , voice , harden, heart ; which 
you pleaſe : And this ſerves inſtead 
of telling you, what is meant by pu- 
rity of heart, and what converſation 
fits a man for a viſion and fruition 
of God. 

And thus much I thought ſeafo- 
nable at preſent, to be ſaid concern- 
ing the preaching of the Nox-con- 
formiſts , wherein I would not wil- 
lingly * be ſo miſtaken, as to be 
thought to charge every one of them 
with that folly and frothinels that is 
above mention'd : for I muſt acknow- 
ledge, that I know ſeveral of them 
to be modeſt, ſerious and learned. 
But withal , I alſo know , that the 
{mall inconſiderable triflers, the coyn- 
ers of new phraſes 2 and drawers out 
of long yodly words, the thick poxrers 
out of 7exts of Scripture, the mimical 
ſqueakers and bellowers. and the vain- - 
glort- 
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glorivus admirer only. of themſelyes, 
and thoſe of their own faſhion'd face 
and gefture': I knaw, I ſay, that ſuch 
as theſe ſhall with all poſſible zeal be 
follow'd and worſhipp'd , ſhall have 
their buſhels of Chiza Oranges, ſhall 
be ſolac'd with all imaginable Cord{- 
als, Eſſences and £lixirs, and {hall be 
rFubb'd down with Helland of ten 
{hillings an Ell; when as others of 
that party, much more ſober and ju- 
dicious, {that can ſpeak ſence; - and un- 
derſtand the Scriptures, but-leſs con- 
fident, and leſs cenforious, ſhall 
ſcarce be invited to the fire ſide, or 
be preſented with a couple of pip- 
pins, or a glaſs of ſmall beer: with 
brown ſugar, 

And as theſe People that are thus 
highly. treared , have no reaſon to 
preſume upon their parts, 4umprove- 
ments, and extraordinary infpirati- 
ons, becauſe they can utter forth 
abundance of Scripture woras, of ve- 
ry good concern and fignification, if 
they were ſoberly applyed : So in 
lixe manncr, it were very well if 
they 
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they would not altogether judge of 
the bleſſednels of their endeavours 
by the ##rmu/t running after them, or 
becauſe chey nd by experience, that 
they can force from people tears and 
fizhs, and ſuch outward ſigns of the 
hearts ſeeming to be affected :: for all 
this, and much more may que- 
{tionlels be done without -either 
ſence, oratory or religion; long ſen- 
fences ( ſuch as before mention'd ) 
rattl'd forth as faſt and furiouſly« as 
may be, with Chriſt, Scripture, or the 
Soul, every line ; together with hands, 
ſhoulders and heed devotionally ma- 
nag'd', may be eaſily conceived to 
make weak and lilly people gaze 
more, wet more, and wipe oftner, 
than any thing that our Saviow him- 
ſelf, or any of his Apoſt!:s ever 
ſaid. And this I know to be cer- 
tainly true, becauſe I have often ſeen 
people placed fo far from the 1Mins- 
fer, that they could only fee him 
make very much concerned faces, and 
ſhew often the h2avenly part of- the 
ext; and might ſuppoſe, 'by the 

M 2 great 


IT "x 


[ 164], 
preat pains he took , that. he was a- 
bout buſineſs of very great weighr and 
”2ment ; and perhaps now and then 
one ſingle melting word loudly pro- 
nounced might come down , and no 
more ; and yet ſuch as theſe weep- 
ingly inclin'd , ſhould be as full of 
all outward expreſſion of devotion, 
as if they were juſt then to be con- 
verted : and therefore I would not 
have them delude themſelves, and 
think that their Hearers weep at 
their preſſing Religion more home, 
and ſearching the hearts more 
throughly than others ; but at the 
noiſe , the tone, and herce repetition 
of words. And1 think I am not at 
all uncharitable, if I ſay, that many 
poor undiſcerning people having oft- 
times 10 little grounds for being zea- 
loufly moved , are as perfeatly de- 
ccived as ever any body was, that 
' took Sir Aartin Mar-alls wide ga- 
ping , for melodious ſinging. And 
it is doubtleſs as calie a matter to 
make people cry and ſob - again, with- 
out coing them the leaſt good, as it 
is 
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is tomake a Dottri! ſtretch, or them 
yawn without helping them towards 
heaven 

I have but one thing more to beg 
| of theſe People ; and that is, That they 


would not anly ceaſe to call their 

preaching alone ſpiritual, illuminating, 

and I know not what ; but alſo that 

they would not think that they can, 
orever did pray by the Spirit: For 
till 1 ſee their children ſpeak Hebrew 
at four years of age ( which ſome ſay 
may come to paſs, if they be brought 
up in a Hood, and ſuck of a /Yoff) 
and themſelves ( without ſtudying ) 
all thole Zanguages that are menti- 
on'd in” the ſecond of the 4#s, I 
ſhall never believe it; but if they 
mean , ,they have ſeveral prayers of 
their own making , differing both in 
ſence and phraſe ; or that they donot 
place every word after the ſame 
manner ; but ſometimes put Eternal 
before Almighty, ſometimes Almighty 
before Eternal; or that they do not ; 
always confeſs the ſame number of 3 
fins , but ſometimes put in adultery 
M 3 "> 
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and ſterling: too, ſornetimes Adwltery 
alone ; then 3b this ſo-far from having 
any thing of the Spirit in it ( if that 
ſence which they would pretend to) 
that it is no more extemporary, thay 
that this Motning 1s read; bleffed | 
be the Lord God of {ſrael ; and to 
torrow, O be joyful in the Lord all 
1 Lads: Of that ſometimes we 
pray for #4in, or fair wether, forne< 
rimes, for hea/th or peace, according 
ro our neceſſirics, only with this 
diference; that this is ; printed; and 
by Af of Pardiamert, and what 'they 
ſay, 1s not. 'But  ſuppoſe-they come 
ro 'that degree of Confidence, as to 
begin-at-a veature 3 and having a pri- 
vare' mechod ,, a ſtock of Seriprore 
phraſes ( to be brought- in afer! any 
Manner ) with helpful. - abs , hems, 
conghs  fbiit ig s ,  wipthes and ad- 
mitting -belides rude ' expreſſions , i 
Proprieties ', i ofters repeared tranſitions 
(when invention fails ) and the hike; 
that they hold out their- intended 
time: nay.furthermote, ſuppoſe they 
S:|dome of acver {ay the Tarne ' whole 
i ; line, 
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line,plac'd after the ſame tnanner; and 
that they do not confels that by rea- 
ſon of their [ſolitary lives they are as 
wanton as the ſalacins ſparrow, nor 
pray unto God for ſyrap of Barheries, 
nor deſire the Zord to 'give them 
That ſame ; and that they do' not 
teach God H/mirhty how to defend the 
Trinity ( as 1 have heard them do a 
quarter of an hour together ) and 
how he is to diſtionguuſh between 
anamerus mumerans, and Pimeras 
aumeratns; and that the rheum. does 
not fall dowa oppreſſingly upon the 
ſpirit and lun2s, but that they pro- 
ceed very dearly and ſmoothly ; yet 
fill there need be nothing of ſuch a 
fort of inſpiration, which they mean 
for there being ſo many feveral 
words in the world, it is not at all 
impoſſible for a man ( if he ſhould ſo 
reſolve and make it his buſineſs ) ne- 
ver to ſpeak the ſame whole /exrence 
in all his life. And as for their ſaying, 
that they can plainly perceive a dif- 
ference berween a Prayer that 1s 
fram'd , and one, that is ſuddenly 
M 4 and 
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and ſpiritually pour'd forth; I am ſo ve- 
Ty unwilling to believe this, that if 1 
do not procure a thin pale-fac'd Hec. 
as rank a one as can be got in this 
Zown, that ſhares his time between 
ſmearing and curſing, and he ſhall be 
taught a /ong prayer, with a confeſſion 
of all the vilanies' that have been 
committed on this ſide the /ine ſince 
the flood, and well filldalſo with fuch 
phraſes and words as they delight in; 
and being double cap'd, and having 
well learnt his tone and geſtures, a 
Meeting of theſe Spirit-diſcerners ſhall 
be call'd - and if this very ſmall Saint 
thus accompliſht (ſuppoſing he does 
not put in ſometimes an Oath, inſtead 
of, O Zord)) does not wet as many 
Hundkerchiefs, & draw forth as deep 
and as many groess, as any of their 
greateſt pretenders to illumination , 
then will I never hear Common-Prayer 
again: for if I could tell where 'to 
hear people pray miraculouſly, it were 
very imprudent to run after, or liſten 
to frail and mortal compolitions. 
Andby the way, Sir, I would not 
| ' have 
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have the Papiſts pleaſe themſelves too 
much (as t have heard they have 
done upon my firſt Zetter ) with an 
opinion of their own prudence and 
preaching abilities, notwithſtanding 
thoſe imperfeCtions, which 1 ſo freely 
diſcovered amongſt our ſelves; for 
by whatl1 find, by chance, in one of 
their Sermons, concerning Contrition, 
I perceive that they can perſecute a 
Metaphor, till it be as ridiculous as 
people can poſſibly endure to hear it. 
It begins thus : 7he Falcon when he 
has taken his prey, he deſireth no more 
thereof but the heart, and therewith he 
is content , ſo our Lord Feſus, when be 
had ramſom'd us out of Hell, he defireth 
no more but a meek and a contrite heart 
of us: Therefore as the Falconer, ere he 
will give the heart to his Falcon , firſt 
he will cut it, and then take out the blood 
and waſh it: So muſt thou give "” 
heart to our Lord ; firſt cut it with the 
knife of contrition , aud then take out ' 
the blood of fin by canfeſſion , and after 
waſh with ſatisfaftion; and ſo with 
the knife oſhis Paſſion, cut your hearts 
and 
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#x4 not your cloaths, having in mind 
"that the blade of this knife was made of 
the Spears head, and Nails.that his pres 
tions Body and Heart was thrills with- 
al ; the haft was made of the holy Tree 
of the Croſs ; and the wyrel was made 
4 the Crown of Thorps that was about 
is Head, HVhet this knife oz his bleſ- 
ſed boaly, that ſo hard and cruelly was 
tormented on the Croſs ; make alſo the 
ſheath of thy knife of the white Skin of 
ontr Lord Feſns, that wes painted with 
red blonay wounds ; then with the Cords 
that he was bonnd to the Pillar, bind 
this kaife to the girdle of thy heart ; 
and 1 doubt not, be thy heart never ſo 
hard, it will bezin to break. It is 
doubtleſs a very ſtrange heart indeed, 
that will. not ſuddajnly break all ; 
_ pieces at'the noiſe of ſuch Rhevori 
And whereas it has becn obſerved; 
that ſome of our Clerey are ſometimes 
over nice, mM taking notice of the 
meer words thatthey find -in Texts ; 
fo thele aro fo accurate as to go to the 
very Yctrers. As ſuppoſe, Sir, you 
are to give an Zxhortation to Repen- 
Fance, 
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tthre , upon that of St. Matthews © 
Repeat Ze, for the Kingdom of Heaven 

is at hayndi, You muſt obſerve, that 
Repent is 4 trich word , wherein every. 
ketter exhorts us to our duty : Repent, 
-R: readily, Repent, E. earneſtly ; Re- 
pent, P. preſently, Repent, E. effettn- 
ally ; Repent , N. nationally ; Repent, 
T. thronzhly. Again, Repent roaring- 
ly, eagerly , plentifully, heavily ( be- 
caule of .5) notably , 'terribly : And 
why not, Repent rarely, evenly, pret- 
tily, elegantly, neatly, tightly ? Andal- 
ſo why not A Apple-paſty, B baFd it, 
C cut it, D divided it, B eat it, P 
fomght for it ; G got it, &c. I had 
not time; Sir, to look any further 'in- 
to their way ' of Prezchizo; bur if I 
had, I am fſure' I ſhuuld have found 
that they have 'no reafon! ro deſpiſe 
our Church upon that account ; and 
they cannot but ſee it themſelves, if 
they do but look over and confider 
their own i»firmities : and I would 
have them know, that what I faid in 
my former,  wasnot intended to help 
on their undervaluing us , but our 
vn amendment. And 
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And as much miſtaken are the 
Laity of this Nation ( which was the 
next thing 1 promiſed to ſpeak of ) 
if there be any of ſo mean a judg- 
ment, and ſoidly and wickedly bent 
as to think that I deſign'd to encou- 
rage them in the Contempt of our own 
Clergy; being always ſo very far from 
promoting any ſuch defign, that there 
15no' one in the world that ever was 
more ſenſible of the groundleſs & hu- 
mourlome exceptions and prejudices, 
which ſome of thoſe /zza{/ and inconfs- 
derable people have entertain'd againſt 
our Clergy in general, than my ſelf: 
into which, Sir, although in my for- 
mer Letter I did not think it requiſite 
toenquire, by reaſon the intention of 
that wasonly to look into ſuch things 
as to ſome few atleaſt, , beſides my 
ſelf, did ſeem to weaken the reputati» 
on and ſervice of ſome of .our Clergy, 
yet inthis ſecond, I judg'd it conve- 
nient to ſeparate their foppiſh and un- 
reaſonable objections from luch impru- 
dencies and misfortunes which I men- 
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And in the firſt place comes rat- 
tling home from the Univerſities the 
young pert Soph. with his Atoms 
and Globuli ; and as full of defi- 
ance and diſdain of all Countrey Par- 
ſons, let them be never ſo learned 
and prudent , and as confident and 
magiſterial, as it he had been Prolocu- 
tor at the firſt Council of Nice. And 
he wonders very much that they will 
pretend to be Gown-men, whereas he 
cannot ſee ſo much as Cartes's Princi- 
ples, nor Gaſſendus's ſyntagma lying 
upon the - Table ; and that they are 
all ſo ſottiſh- and ſtupid, as not to fell 
all their Zibraries, and ſend preſeatly 
away fora whole /YVagon full of new 
Philoſophy. 71! tell you, Sir, ſays one 
of theſe ſmall whiflers, perhaps to a 
grave, ſober and judicious Dvire,the 
Univerſity is ſtrangely altered ſince you 
were there; we are grown ſtrangely in- 
uiftive and ingenious. pray, Sir, 
4 went the buſineſs of motion in your 
days ? we hold it all now to be violent, 
I hear your old dull friend Ariſtotle 
drown'd himſelf, becauſe he could not 
underſtand 
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% anderſtaud the flux and reflux of the 
Sea ; if be were wow alive, aud good 
for auy thing, we could ſave bis life. +[ 
can preſently demonſtrate to you how it 
is to be dane, if you will but lend we 
pen aud ink, end ſuppoſe but the motion 
of the earth , and twa or three more 
things that 7 ſhall tell you. Yes, but 
for all that, this youth of fo much 
worth, ingenuity, inquiſtiveneſs 
and demonſtration , may be very 4g- 
z2rant, and be very much a Coxcomb, 
and have fo little grounds to con- 
temn ſo worthy a perſon, that if the 
Gentlemen pleaſe to carry him into 
his fudy, and ſhew him his Plato, 
Plutarch, and ſome other of his Greek 
Authors, the poor thing perhaps may 
find as much reaſon to hang himlelf, 
as Ariſtotle did for diſpoſing himlelf 
otherwiſe ; for he never ſtands to 
conſider, that there be Autbors, ſuch 
as Euclid, Tully, Pluterch; and many 
athers that have been. tor many Ge- 
nerations of conſtant fame, and are 
likely ſo to continue , when as we 
hind that curiouſly laid Happineſs 
avec 
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have their periods , and their credit 
much depend upon the humour of the 
world; anda Country Divine that is 
wellskill'd in thoſe Books ( together 
with ſuch as peculiarly belong to his 
Profeſſion ) may deſerve very good 
reſpea, and be of great ule to the 
Horld ; although he has not the con- 
venience of every Philoſophical News- 
book, nor can call every ſpot in the 
4001 by its proper name, nor has a 
Zetter lent him of every mew Star 
that peeps into the world. But to 
proceed, Sir, upon Sunday the ſearoh- 
ing young Philoſopher vouchſafes to go 
to Church, the Gentleman preaches 
concerning the Reſarreftion, and ha- 
ving ſhewn what method his 7ex? di- 
res him to obſerve, he teaches his 
people according to the Scriptures that 
Chriſt did certainly riſe from the dead, 
and that the ſame power is able to raiſe 
us alſo; and ( although we ſhall have 
been long dead ) to call together all the 
ſcatter'd parts of our bodies, and to 
make of theſe glorified bodies. Yery 
dull, fays the young deſpiſer ; upon 
my 
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my word and knowledge very dull : 
Hhat a good Text was here ſpoil'd, to 
divide it into this and that, and I 
know not what, when as it would have 
gone ſo eaſily into corpus and inane , 
or into the three Carteſian elements ? 
Beſides, like an old dull Philoſopher, he 
quitesforgat to ſuppoſe the motion of the 
Vortexes, «pon which the grand buſs- 
nefi of the Hypotheſis of the Reſurre- 
tion altogether. depends. But this 'tis 
to truſt people with Texts, that cannot 
tell what to dowith them. How many 
brave opportunities did the Miniſter 
loſe of bringing in materia ſubtilis, and 
materia ſecundi elementi? * 7 had 
been in his place, I could have done it 
at leaſt eight times: and then he muſt 
£0 and droniſhly tell us, that the ſcat. 
tered parts of people that had been long 
buried and waſted, ſhould upon the 
found of the Trump be all ſummon'd to- 
gether, &c. and never think to tell us, 
that the body which had been long ab- - 
forpt in fix foot of earth, ſhould break 
open the cortex of the grave ; | and free- 
ing it {clf from the maculating dirt, the 
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flat, the ſquare, and the round” parti 
os bould be all it i 
bining themſelves into 4 celeſtial * and 
well concotFed maſs , ſhould become a . 
ſhining and fix'd Star of glory. Aﬀer 
this, Sir, he returns triumphantly ro 
the Colledee, not only very full of 
the vanquiſhment of she Miniſter of 
the Zown, but alſo throughly con- 
firm'd in what he has ſo often heard, 
that all Countrey Parſons, be they who 
they will, are the ftrangeft and moſt 
mean things that belong to the earth, 
But why fo faſt dezr child ? Is it im- 
poſſible that the word Parſon, eſpe-. 
cially it you put Conntrey before it, 
ſhould admit of any milder . ſignifica- 
tion ? And is it neceſſary that every 
man , though of very good worth 
ahd knowledge, if once he be fetled 
out of the noiſe of the Bells, and 
does not every day ſee the Schools, 
ſhould preſently grow deaf and blind, 
loſe all his memory and parts, and ge- 
weral ignorance ſhould ſuddenly fur- 
prize him, fo ſoon as he moves his 
name off the 72b!:s ? Perhaps it is but 
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a 'Teport ; and I do not apprehend 
but a Gentleman may underitand as 
well at Barnet, as at his Zodeings in 
Lincolns-Tun-fields ; neither does he 
find any ſuch preſent decay and wa- 
ſting of parts, lo ſoon as his Coach gets 
off the fores, nor ſuch great im. 
provement of himſelf, when he is 
coming down Highgate-hill. 

The next defpiſer of the Clergy is the 
ſmall Zngenioſo or Xxperimenteer ; 
who having perhaps blown a glaſs, 
ſecena Paper-mill, or a Bell run; that 
knows within two houſes where the 
beſt Chymiſt in Town dwells ; and di- 
ned once where one of the Royal! So. 
ciety ſhould have been ; and looked 
another time into the door at Gre- 
ſham, when the Company was fitting : 
he comes down with a recez# of a mi- 
raculous ſort of Ginger-bread, with a 
little pot of double refined Z*fimy, and 
a box full Specifick perfum'd Zozen- 
ges, and a little /icens'd eſſence of O- 
range, and he calls the Ainiſter and 
the chief of the Pariſh together, and 
he falls tohis i»genions tricks and 0- 
perations, 
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perations , and freezes a diſo to: the 
ſtool by. the fire fide ; fets up half a do- 
zen 7obacce-pipes , and then makes 
them fall into a Mathematical aitg- 
niſhing fiaure: alter this he delires 
to withdraw , and puts Claret and 
Beer togerher, and. brings them our. 
uamixt ; and then he calls tor a glaſs 
of water, and with ſome! few words , 
and a wet finger, makes the glaſs firſt 
to fret and complain, and then the 
liquor to ſpar#/e and foam ; and they 
mult be all fx'4 and wonder, and he 
alone muſt /zxile, as if he underſtood 
the reaſon. And fo he rides vp and 
down the Conntry, and every Zown 
he comes at with a May-pole ,, he 
wonders what the 4riffotelean Parſon 
and the People mean, that they do 
not prefently cut it down , ant ſet 
up ſuch a one as is at Greſpam Col- 
ledae , or S. Famess Park ; and to 
what purpoſe is it to preach to pec® 
ple , and go about to {ive them , 
without a 7eleſcope, and a g/afs for 
Fleas: And for all this, perhaps 
this great wndervaluer of the Clergy, 
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and admirer of his own ingenuity , 


_ can ſcarce tell the difterence be- 


eween 4944 fortis and 49u2 vite, Or 
between. a pipkin, and a crucible, 
or a firnace, and a cloſe-ſtool, And 
beſides, he forgets to call to mind 
how many honourable and worthy 
Clergy men are now members of that 
Society, (of which he knows no 
more than meerly to prattle ) who 
haye given ſo many and fo large te- 
ſtimonies of their ingenuity , as do 
plainly ſhew, that one that is in Cano- 
nical black, may look through as /ong 
a glaſs, and fre as far into a Milt 
ftoxe, as he that wears a light Drug- 
zet : and it muſt not be denyed, that 
a great part of what has been as yet, 
or is likely to be diſcovered amongſt 
rhem , muſt be attributed to the di- 
ligence and quick-ſightednels of Zc. 
cleſirftical perſons, as well as others. 
I know there be a great many, who 
fore-ſceing that it is much ealiex to 
undervalue and abuſc knowledge , 
than attain to it; if they can but 
contrive a clearer Tale , and charge 
ic 
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it upon that Royal, Honourable and 
Learned Company, they reckon them- 
ſelves preſently much more ingeni- 
ous than they that ſhould happen to 
find out the: Zongitude, or a perpe- 
tual motion ; but let them caſt up 
their Fories, and perhaps they may 
find that the «zordaiz'd part of that 
Socitty may have rid upon as many 
pacing ſaddles , have weighd as many 
Pikes, and are as ready to ſave the 
charge of ſuuffers , as thoſe that are 
in Orders. 

But ſtill, Sir, there be more con- 
temners behind ; for after theſe fol 
lows the young Gentleman, newly 
entred into the Modes, and ſmall ac- 
compliſhments of the Town ; who ad- 
miring himſelf in his A/orning-gown, 
till about eleven of the clock, then 
it is time to think of ſetting the 
Muff ; and if he chance to find out 
a new kzot for faſtning it, that day 
is very ingenionſly ſpent : then he 
walks three'or four turns in his cham- 
ker, to- make himſelf conſiderable 


_ andlooking in the glaſs, and finding 


N 3 it 


C 182 ] 


ito to be (having rurn'd down a 
new place onward in Zittleton ) he 
firetclits forth ; and 1n approbation 
of his own worth , z#ralozs himſelf 
down the ſtairs: then at the pare, it 
is to be conſidered, where he ſhall 
eat ; after that, which of the Houſes 
he ſhall go to, and if he brings home 
a little of the Pro/ooze, and learns 
but two or three of the Players 
names, his' memory in the evening 
ſhall be* commended, and his im- 
provements ackpow leds 'd. And as 
for this Gentleman , he having no- 
thing ( poor heart ) £9 lay againſt 
the. Clerpz-may, he combs his Peruke 
at him; and (though the weather 
be temperate ) he wa/ks the room, 

and ſweats very much againſt him ; 
2nd by way cf objection , now. and 
then propounds three or four ſteps of 
a Corant; and if he be ſo far entred 
into prophane , as to tell him, that 
he has brought him a new Pſulm from 
/oaxdon, and then gives him in wri- 
ring a bavdy Songs he needs hat be 
witty again all the time that he ſtays 
m the Connmireg. . - But 


/ 
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But the Rrear deftroyers, Sir, are till 
to come ; for next appears the mo- 
4h, grave, and well conſidering Gen- 
teman, that often calls himſelf to 
account , and always finds himſelf 
full weight and meaſure, but all the 
Clergy to be very light and contempti- 
ble, for ſeveral reaſons. And in the 
firſt place, he obſerves, that Divines 
are a fort of people that mind only 
the 7zconfiderable things of this world ; 
they never take notice how this 
Dakes or that /ords livery differ from 
another, and they will idly ſuffer 
many a \Voble-mans Coach to paſs by, 
and never conſider the things that 
is behind, or whether they be For- 
fes or Mares, Fneliſh or Flanders. 
Which of them can tell the private 
paſſage out of Covent-garden, in- 
to- without asking at the ZFar- 
bers ſhop ? or where the ſeveral Fm- 
baſſadors lodge; where- they dined 
yeſterday, and where they ſhall 
dine to morrow? And then for the 
humour of the: Zown, alas! Sir, 
there is not one Divine of forty, 
N 4 that 
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that dues or .ever can underſtand. a- 
ny thing of it. How hard a matter 
iS it to judge, whether .it be beſt to 
dine at Speerings, or to {lide in after- 
wards; and what time of year and 
weather is moſt proper for the out- 
ward room , and.what for. the in- 
ward ? How much practical Rheto- 
rick is requiſite to make a Coachman 
fully believe , that he ſhall have a 
couple of /billings, and at the ſame 
time, reſolve ro let down the boot 
and with a ſteady mind walk ſoftly 
out to a Coffee. houſe , a little before 
you come at your Loagings ? Again, 
what accuracy of palate and breeding 
is neceſſary to have a clear appre- 
henſion-of a mighty and /ofty aiſb 
and todo reverence and ſtrict juſtice 
to. a glaſs of Floremce, Champagne, 
H'r ont intack , Burdeaux , Lanpuedoc , 
Flaſcon .de- vin, vin. de Bourgongne, 
vin de Preſſorage , vin Pare, win de 
Parole and Taffalette ; and to begin 
ſmall Prizxccs with a Zoach; and to 
end the Zmperours with a neats 
ton2ue ?- Be not deceiv'd, Sir, 1t is 

not 
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not Zogick 4 Metaphyſicks, Fathers 
and Councils, and 'all the ' reſt that 
ever can expett to know or do theſe 
things, or half of them. Beſides, if 
we conſider the great rudenefles that 
are oft-times by Clergy-wwen commit- 
ted , in barbarous"managing of hat, 
immoral, picking -of zeezh, uncouth 
and unfilhionatle ſneezing, clowniſh 
(omar my. of words , that ſhould 
ave been gracefully liſp'd, and rude 
and flat ſetting both feet upon the 
ground, whenone ſhould have ſtood 
in tittering readineſs- upon the 'toe 
for.a conge; when we confider, I 
ſay, thels and five and fifty thouſand 
things more, we muſt plamnly con- 
clude, that it is only for great head- 
pieces , men of birth and. education, 
of prudence, and a mighty reach, to 
pretend to honour and reputation ; 
not for. poor- unobſerving Book-men 
that go in black. Then, to all this 
muſt be added, the vaſt skill that is 
required to the tendring a viſit, 
with approved and modeff accuracy, 
that it be done punQually at . the- cr4- 
tical 
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tri winute, neither before nor. af 
rer ; [that the ſervant that comes to 
the door, 'be duly ſpoken to, ac« 
""cording.-to the Rale provided. if that 
preat affair; that the, GolySoes be 
left in rheir true atifpfaper;. 
that the Foot-boy be-axpt 
ſerving 'his turor'd diffinE 
(ves. allowance for”. Surtithyer; and 
inter , ahd that he never®ſtands 
exaQtly behind, but bearing a . re- 
ſpeQful point or ſo, North or South 
of his 2Zeffter. Then having;got 0- 
ver all theſe difficulties; 'and made a 
ſuitable ,244#ef,, there 1s further ta 
be weighed, whether the viſit is to 
be a filent viſit, or Aa ſpeakirg OBE ; 
and if avy thing is to .. be Taid, whe- 
ther the viſ/rar is firſt to open, or to 
expe till diſcourſe be offered; and 
when, and _in what order the health 
. of the family is to be inquir'd into. 
Lacka day ! fays one of the zccom- 
pliſh'd, in_ what a limentable con- 
dition I have ſeen a mortal Clergy- 
tan, When he has ask'd for a Son or 
a Danyhter that has been dead a 
Month 3 
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Month, whereas he ſhould have 
felt out all thoſe things by degrees, 
and never have run himſelf into the 
danger of a ſtumbling excuſe, for not 
knowing of it before; how will his 
puling Conſcience be put to it, to rep 
out preſently half a dozen ſwingers 
to get off cleaverly? But ſtill, Sir, 
there be many things behind , It is 
no ſuch eaſie matter upon my word, 
to judge how much of the hand: 
kerchief ſhall hang out of the coat 
pocket, and how to poyſe it exatly 
with the 7ortoiſe-ſhell-comb on the 0- 
ther {ide; and if there be Perukte to 
beorder'd, where is the man of the 
Church that can tell when it 1s to be 
done to Old Simon the Xing, and 
when, After the pangs of a deſperate 
Lover? Heavens and Stars) It is 
fach a task to be conſiderable , and 
of any moment in the /Yor{d, that it 
wonld almoſt crack the brains ofthe 
molt ſteady Clergy-man _* but to hear 
repeated all the accompliſhments that 
are required, to make up a man of 
worth, - But then fuppole a Divine 
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of extraordinary parts. 'and quick- 
neſs, and that has got, I know not 
whence, ſo much of our »9di/þ blood 
in his veins, asto apprehend, .in ſome 
low degree, : whatmakes men forever 
bleſſed, and ſhould arrive to ſome ſet 


forms of being acceptable ; how will” * 


they make ſhift for Szeeches and Com- 
plements, Paſſes and Repaſſes,, Parties 
and Reparties ? Put the cafe, vir , 
that a fair Zady or perſon of honour, 
- by ſome chance or other, drops a 

glove or handkerchicf ; Where is now, 
' fay they , your -zax In Orders, that 
can preſently ſnatch it pp in an exta- 
fie, deliver it with 5owne grace, and 
inftantly fay ſomething ſuitable to fo 
great and ſudden * occaſion ? ' Nay, 
furthermore, ſuppole we ſhould give 
them ſome of the grounds and ele- 
ments. of our bemg immortal, and 
lay. down before them ſome of thoſe 
ineftimable pr/zciples, by which we 
become exccllent and admirable in 
the eyes of men, women and chil- 
dren, and ſhould diſcover to them 
ſome of our ſeveral vows to God , 
Madam , 
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Madam ; 4s / am 4 ſinner, Madam ; 
as' / hope ' for Mercy, Madam ; 4s Z 
beg your pardon, Madam: As alfo 
ſome of our raptures and heights, as 
I am a ſinner before God and your 
Ladiſhip , as / hope to find mercy in 
Heaven, and in yoar Ladiſhips breaſt ; 
"as 7 defire- to commit my ſelf to God, 
and your Zadiſhips diſpoſal ; as I des 
fire to obſerve only Moles's, and your 
Ladiſhips Commands, Nay , to all 
this ſhould we throw in ſome of our 
gentle-and very helpful words; as , 
intrigue, harangue , obligation, de- 
votion, altars, ſhrines, ſacrifices , 
guſtos, flambos, contraſtos, and Or- 
landos, Ferdinsndss : 1 ſay , luppoſe: 
a trender-hearted Galant, having a 
little pity and compaſſion for the 
low condition and ſtyle of the Cler- 
£y, ſhould unboſom and reveal him- 
felfafrer this free and open manner ; 
wet (till b/act is black : for there is fo 
much of native gexcility in the juſt 
uſe arid nicking of theſe things, and 
ſv much of myfery in the right hu- 
mouring of a faſhionable word , that 
there 
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there isbut = ſmall hopes that a- 
ny Clergy-man ſhould be ever happy 
or valuable in this life. But ſtill, Sir, 
we forget the great buſineſs of maex- 
kind, the writing of Letters: Where 
is the Divize that can do it, either 
to Mifireffor Friend, as a man that 
knows the Horld, the humorur of the 
Town, and that has /ived upon, eat, 
and read men? And ſuppoſe we 
ſhould beſtow upon a poor low 
thinking Black-coat , one of our beſt 
forms, ſuch as follows ; it is five to 
one he would commit ſome Fecleſa- 
ſ#ical blunder or other, in ſetting his 
name too near, or in the folding or 
making it ap. 
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Moft bright and tran- 
ſcendental Madam, 


[ Preſume by the interceſ- 
fron of this courſe and er- 
roneous Paper , to arrive 
at your fair aud infallible fin- 
gers; and to pay the utmoſt 
tribute of my Devotion at 
the bigh Altar of your per- 
fe@ions. The preat | con- 
gm, Madam, of my life 
now is only to ſacrifice the 
poor remain of it, to your 
intrigues; and to make all 
my Intereſts and inclinations 
to be obſervant of your Com: 
mands, and to do homage 
at 
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at the ſhrine of your Vertues, 
Nay, Madam, 1 am in ſome ca- 
rioſity, whether I be above, 
or on this ſude the beavens 

: Canopy ; for no ſooner was 

| { beam'd upon by your ſhining 

4 Ladiſhip, bat I ſeemed pre- 
ſemly to be altogetber taken _ 
ap. The delicacies of tbe 
Palate are to me grown" all 
inſipid ; and it 4s the con- 
templation, Madam, of 
your glories alone, in which 
Tean find any ſatisfying gu- 
ſto: Infine, Madam, were 
there not hopes of ſeeing once 
more yur Angelical felf, 


and 
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' ind recerving ſome bene- 
dition from the flambo's 
of your eyes, I could pre- 
ſently reſolkue to commence 
blindneſs ; and wereit not for 
tbe Oriental perfumes that 
come from your breath , it 
ſhould not be long. before I 
(bouldput a period tomy own. 
Should I, Madam, go about 
to make an Harangue anſwer- 
able to all thoſe Jewels , that 
lye from your eye-lids to your 
fingers end;it muſt be as lofty 
as Tenaritte,and as long as the 
EquinoGQal lineiand there. 
fore inſtead of that, I. bave 
0 nothing 
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nothing elſe but to proſtrate 
at your feet the everlaſting 


diſpoſal of 


MA D A M; 
The mo#t devoted of all 


your YVaſſals, and the 
meaneſt of your 


Foot-ſtools: 


| 


? STS 


(495] - 


"Cul 
_ 
- 


_ Alas! alas! a Clergy-man mult 'got 
expeCt. to,write thus his blood is fo 
low and creeping, that it- can never 
be inflam'd to this pitch -of paſſion 
and expreſ/zon, wih all the /ovelz- 
neſſes in cheworld, Now, Sir, 'would 
it not _vex any creature upon earthy 
to ſee trifles and, feathers, knots" of 
ribbon, teringes, viſus,, and devoirs, 
a few faſhionable words and phraſes, 
and a form or two of a phantaſtick. 
Zetter, and a very little: beſides, to 
underyalue charity and : piety , real 
worth and /abſtantial knowledge , 0n- 
ly becauſe it 1s in b/act, and' the 
name of it is a Divine ? k 

; Ihave nothing more, Sir, to ſay 
to theſe People, -only it would be a 
delightful thing if any of them ' upon 
what I now ſaid, ſhould miſtake me 
as throughly as the nfwerer did as 
bout Greek and Latin, Prefaces and _ 
Diviſions, Patrons and . Chaplains : 
and preſently cry out, that I am a: 
gainſt all mear and drink, gufto's: 
O 2 and 
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and flambo's, altars and ſacrifices , 
feathers and garters, perukes and' go- 
loſhoes , head and heels, body and 
{oul of the Zaity: For I ſuppoſe , 
notwithſtanding any thing that 1 
have ſaid, a man may put on a new 
ſuit twice a week, eat and drink of 
the beſt he can procure, have all his 
faſhionable dreſſings, and modiſh at- 
tendants; and yet be modeſt and 
diſcreet, and not think it any vaſt 
break and elegance to toff his head at 
a Clergy-man, becauſe his hair may 
be ſborter ; nor to deſpiſe him to 
dirt , becauſe he is conſtantly ob- 
lig'd to the ſame Canonical habit. 

But this laſt, Sir, that I was juſt 
before ſpeaking of, is but a wow to 
God, man, a great looker over his 
Shoulder 3 a filent. and moderate 
deſpiſer of all Feclefiaſtical perſons : 
thar- only profeſſes by his troth , and 
as he is a Gentleman and a Sinner , 
that there 1s nothing in ature to be 
found fo altogether ignorant of hu- 
mane affairs, and fo empty and 'in- 
conſiderable 
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conſiderable as a Clergy may : For 
after him comes the Zearer, and 
Confounder of all that belongs to 
Divinity ; that troubles not himſelf 
to reaſon out the point: whether a 
perſon in orders, may not poſſibly un- 
derſtand as much , ſpeak and write 
as well, and doas much ſervice in 
a Nation .as others ; but to make itall 
ſure, and ſhort, ſwears it home ; 
that they are all of them a Company 
of mean and undiſcerning people. 
Now, Sir , what great Zudzes theſe 
are, and by what meaſures they pro- 
ceed ; and how likely they are to be 
very ſevere diſcerners of what is wor- 
thy, and what is not, may be ealily 
ſeen by thoſe deadly witty arts they 
make uſe of todiſparage that Holy Pro- 


fejſron: and by which alſo they 


would raiſe themſelves the - repura- 
tion of men of parts, and wit : and 
the firſt ching wherein they are ſo ſe- 
vere and fatyrical is upon their 
names and habits, And you may 
ſoon ſee, Sir, the portion of /#'# 
O 3 that 
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that is amongſt ſome of them, and 
the” ſallneſs of their Objefions 
when to ſay , There goes a Black 
coat + ſhall be reckon'd a very good 
andſpeciall fancy: or to ſay, Here's 
- ta:you Parſon; or , Good morrow 

Parſon ; if the word Parſon be Bu- 
maurſomely and flarringly pronoun- 
cd, ( as ſome of them, can do it ) 
if well conſidered, 1s a very notable 
abuſe. - And. le warrant you , that 
arch blade that luck'd upon a  mar- 
ried Minifter ,, and ask'd him how 
Ars, Parſon did z thought himſelf in 
little leſs than a rapture ; and it was 
well, if he did not go preſently to 
bed, and take.a doſe of Diaſcordiuns, 
But if a Clerey-man chance to meet 
an Old Teftament Hit; and that he 
ſets} into this tricks and f[drollings ; 
then he muſt expe to: be. call'd Z6- 
vite » and that you may | not think 
his fancy «to be ftinted , ſometimes 
he calls him 77ibe, ſometimes Zevitie 
.cns., and for variety ſake , at other 


about 


times Numbers. I need not, Sir, go 
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about to commend theſe ;” they ha- 
ving been fo often approv'd. But' 'of 
all the Wags, and Sly ones, that thus 
play upon a' Clergy-man;* he certainly 
15 moſt dreaded, that calls him Do- 
for ; which ifir be ſpoken with the 
utmoſt keenneſs of intention, which 
that word may admit of, it goes the 
deepeſt into the Bones,"ot "any thing 
that can be (aid. I cannot forget 
( before Sheſhesand broad Hats came 
into faſhion ) how much [have ſeen a 
ſmall Pury Hit delight in - himfelf, 
and how horribly he has thought 'to 
have abuſed a Divize, only in twiſt- 
ing the Ends of his.. Girak, and asþ- 
ing him the price of his Brimmer ; but 
that Phancy is not altogether ſo con- 
fiderable now, as it has been in for- 
mer Ages: | 


Another witty way. they have of 


undervalning this Profeſſion 1s , that 
they will not go to Church: as if a 
man of a very ordinary reach, and 
phanſie, might not ſtay at home;'or 
if they do go, they'll ſpend. their 
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time ./in talking, and laughing] 
when there is -no occaſion at all 
for it; nor. reaſon to do it: , For 
as I was. concern'd in my former) 
( and alſo in ſome part of this ) 
(a 


that there ſhould be ſuch diſcourſes 
utter'd by ſome, as might tempt peo- 
ple to, abuſe and ſlight the Preacher ; 
ſo am,I as much concern'd now, that 
there ſhould be ſuch idle, foppiſh,and 
extravagant people, that ijhould un- 
dervalue the whole Profeſfios of the 
Clergy at a. venture ; from the higheſt 
to the meaneſt ; let their Carriage 
and Behaviour bein all Circumftan- 
ces grave and unblameable ; and let 
their Sermons be as ſerious, judicious, 
| learned and profitable, as Pen can 
write : for although it be to.no pur- 
poſe to deny that by reaſon of the 
unhappy Education of fome, the low 
condition of others, and the wilful 
Miſcarriages of a third ſort , ma- 
ny of our Clergy are often {lighted and 
diſregarded 3 yet on the other ſide, 
it is a fign of nothing but perfe&Q 
X Madneſs, 
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Madneſs , Ignorance and Stupidity, 
not to acknowledge that the preſent 
Church of England affords, as'confide- 
rable Scholars, and as folid and. elo- 
quent Preachers, as are any where 
to be found, in the whole Chriſtian 
world. ' And if theſe people would but 
a little examine themſelves; and nor 
count every Oath, Curſe, abuſe of 
Scripture, and the like, for Wit, * Hu- 
mour, judgement, and every thing; 
they would find themſelves not fo 
wonderfully overſtock'd with Inge- 
nuity and Knowledge, as utterly to 
deſpair of receiving from the'Pulpit a- 
ny uſeful Advice, and Information. 
And I have oft-times much wonder'd, 
that ſuch as make"ſo great pretences 
to Wit and Accompliſhments,” fhoald 
pitch upon ſo eafie a method of being 
admir'd, and valuable in this world , 
when as they ſee, that the grounds 
upon which they endeavour” to be fo 
famous, and illuſtrious, are -ſo pre- 
ſently apprehended, that the low- 
born Coa:h-men , Car-men, and Por- 
fers 
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ters are corne to as great perfeQion,as 
the loftieft - of theſe Speakers. That 
certainly was a pretty attentive Child 
who, as he was lighting himſelf home 
upon a  Satwragy night. ( after his 
Work'was'over ) was heard to ſay o- 
ver, and ſort all the Ozths and Curſes 
that he had learn'd in the whole 
week , , from, his. ingeftions and elo- 
quent :Afr/ters. And I cannot but 
approve \ of - the Modeſty of that 
Zoungfter, who. being highly pleasd 
with that excellent :Phanſie, viz. Sox 
of a #Khore;, and! not happening 
conveniently of Zapiter:08 Drawer - to 
ſpend himſelf firſt upon, was forc'd 
tobreakhis tnind to. an Oyfter-maman, 
' and fo, eng once. '1enter'd, .the 7auth 
ſoon - improved ; for - afterwards, 1f 
the Candls:hrurnt not; clear , or the 
Pipe had adrack. in. it,,or his Horſe 
ftumbhd, of Pog or Bitch lay in his 
way, they were all. Sons of Hhores, 
Nay, ifa - Trial in '/#/e3tmmiter-Hall 
goes 'not Tight ,; the. very caſe it ſelf 
5a Son of '« Hhore Caſe, and that 
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Parge that” /gripes ;' or: gives a Stook 
more than' ordinary, is a Sow of 2 
Hhore Purge. T know Sir, that theſe 
Fuffing iefpiters of all :; Black-Coats 
think they urge very hard for the ne- 
ceſſity of their thundering, and ter- 
rifying Style ; by faying , that the 
degenerate part of the world, were it 
not for that, would grow {aucy and 
unmanageable ; and the unworthy, 
and mean-ſpirited Creepers would 
make no difference - between them- 
ſelves, and the brave and 'bold Com- 
mranders of the Age. Carſe ( ſay 
they ) the Groom, or Oftler three or 
four times luftily, juſt before you go 
to bed, and 'your Horſe will very 
near caſt his Coat, and begin to ſhine 
by the Morning; . and give a Drawer 
half a Dozen Granadoes as he goes 
down theStairs; and if he be. ſo ir- 
religious, /as-to bring up any thing, * 
but true Zerfe , you will for certain 
ſhortly hear, that he has murdered his 
Maiter, and hang'd himſelf with his 
" own Garters, in ſhort;,' Sir, were 
not 
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not people quickn'd to Duty , and 
Obſervance by ſuch brisk and remar- 
kable Exprefſions, the world muſt ſud- 
denly end; and the very Gentry of 
the Nation would be as much negle- 
Qed and diſobey'd , as we find the 
modeſt and cowardly - Clergy now 
to be. Indeed it is great pity, but 
that Gertle-folks ſhould be duly. 
reverenc'd, and attended upon. But 
I was thinking, Sir, ( ſuppoſing 
Swearing and 'Curſing be ſo very ne- 
ceſſary to: the ſtanding Government 
and Welfare of a Vatios ) that a ſmall 
Haftrument (about the ſtature of Pu- 
ginello ): might poſſibly be. ſo con- 
triv'd with two Rows of Stops ; 
one. for Sweeriap, and another for 
Curling, that might upon-all occaſi- 
ons expreſs it {elf with as -much Dif- 
cretion , Propriety , and ' Elegance, 
as. the very Owner of the little Foo 
ſhould be able to do himſelf. But 
then indeed, Sir, as to the extempo- 
rary and occaſional Wit, that is oft- 
times ſhewn in abuſing the Holy Scrip- 
FRres ; 
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tures ; that muſt never be attemp- 
ted by ſuch a Gentleman of Hanſcot ; 
but muſt be performed by humane 
mouth it ſelf; tor there is ſo much of 
ſuddenineſs of apprehenſion , and ex- 
perimental ſkill in the application of 
Scripture , that is requiſite to that 
buſineſs ; that to go about to per- 
form it by Holes, Springs, or Hires, 
would be much more difficult and 
chargeable, than Paradiſe, or Sands's 
Hater-Horks. For ſuppoſe, Sir, a 
Gentleman going to Dinner to 
Houſe, and walking through the 
Narrow- Alley,miftakes his way ; then, 
Sir, what Z=gine, upon the ſudden, 
of Hood, or Paſtboard ( but Gentle- 
max himſelf ) could preſently ſay, 
Straight is the Gate, and narrow is 
the way, axd few there be that find it. 
Do you fſce , Sir, how hard it is? 
There is not ſuch a place again for 
that occaſion, and for that very par- 
ticular Alley in all the Bible, Well, 
Sir, he proceeds, and coming at laſt 
to the. great Houſe ; he knocks at the 
gate, 
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Gate, andthe; Porter being not (juſt 
athand, then comes out that of the 
Pſalmiſt , Lift up your heads , O ye: 
- Gates, and be:ye lift up, ye everlaſting” 
Doors, &c.. Upon which, the Porter 
hearing ſuch great ir and Divinity 
at the Gate, ;preſently- runs, and-0- 
pens; | the Gentleman enters, and 
there finds a Servant {weeping ; then 
comes very properly that of the Pro- 
phet concerning the Beſom of Deſtru- 
' ion : For indeed , what more e&x- 
ally like the Deſolation of Babylon, 
than the ſweeping away a little Dirt 
out of a Conrt-yard ? Aﬀer this he 
walks/into the af ;,, where he hap- - 
pens upon the Butler, and two Feits ; 
Good morrow Pharaoh, ſays he, 
( for you know, Sir, Pharaoh had a 
Butler ) where's your Maſter, Pilate ? 
( for you know alſo, Sir, that our 
« Saviour was carried into the Com- 
mon Hall, ) Where by the way , Sir, 
you muſt obſerve, that a.true Wit is 
as good in the i»fide of the houſe, as 
at the Gate, Dinner time draws 

nigh ; 
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nigh ; and/ſoon afcer, the Victuals 
appear : The Gentleman js delired to 
fit down + No , he ſbrags,. ahd begs 
pardon ; having read, that” rhe 

ſhall be laſt; ' and the laft ſhall be firſt , 
and then he ſbrags again, However, 
at laft, Sir; we fall to z and amongſt 
other good things, there is ſomewhat 
that requires Muſtard , upon' that- he 
defires his Neighbour to remove 4 little 
of the Mountain to him : for #if ye 
have Faith like a erain of Muitard- 
ſeed, ye ſhall remove Mountains, By 
and by, Sir, halt a dozen Chickens 
are brought in ; which preſently he 
commends for a di/þ of very fat #e- 
raſalems ; \ becauſe - of ;-O© Feſuſalem, 
Feruſalem , thou that killeſs, &o 
though if he had pleaſed, he might 
as well have call'd them, a Diſh of 
Prophets , or a diſh of Would-nots ; 
for you know, Sir, Feruſalem, Pro- 
phets, Chickens , and would zot, are 
all in the ſame Ferſe. In ſhort, Sir, 
my Zord Mayor himſelf, cannot pro- 
vide a greater number of Diſbes - 
than 
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than this Gentlemen ſhall ' have ak 
waies in readineſs Divine Phanſies : 
Nor leſs ingenious can he ſhew him- 
ſelf to be 1n his #eturn ( if there be 
occaſion ) then he was in his coming ; 
fora Child cannot drop before him 
in the Streets, but preſently , 7abi- 
tha,” ariſe ; be it Boy or Girl; nor a 
Porter eaſe himſelf of his Burden, but, 
Come unto me all ye that are heavy la- 
den; &c. nor a Hater-bearer be at 
the Conduit , but, Paul may plant; 
and Apollos may water, &c. I know 
not, Sir, how many there be of this 
ſort of people in the world, who haye 
nothing to ſay againſt a Prieſt, but 
only to ſmear more than ordinary in 
his Company , or to apply a few 
Scripture-words with impudent Non- 
fence. if there be no ſuch at ally 
then what I have nvw faid belongs 
perhaps to thoſe that dwell at the 
Moon. But if there be, I would to 
God that (in the mean tune , till 
they come to ſome ſenſe of Religion ) 
they would in ſome meaſure - conſule 


their 
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their- own Credit "and R eputat ion x of 
which, if they be ſo nice atid ' ren> 
der, as upon all occaſions'they pre- 
tend to be ; they mighe plainly 'per- 
ceive, that this their childiſh way” of 
ſcoffing at God, and his'- immediate 
Servants, is fo far from leading to: 
wards Hit, or Honour, that it is' no- 
thing elſe but dry, blunt, infacetions 
Atheiſm. 

And ſeeing, Sir , we have beer 
now ſpeaking of ſome that think 
themſelves the very Princes of the 
Ave, and Wit : it may not be amiſs 
to hint -alſo at another more modeſt 
fort of people, who are not. for ſuch 
notorious ſcoffing at God, and ſwear- 
ing down Towers and ' Steeples : biit 
yet having but a ſmall opinion of Re 
lizion , and little regard to honeſty 
and - conſcience, ' ( wit and humour 
ſerving inſtead of that ) they muſt 
needs undervalue, and laugh at all 
ſuch , whoſe duty ahd ſerious enw 
ployment; it 15, to explain the .Scrj+ 
prares ; and from thence to cxhore 
P to 
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to all Meckaeſs, Temperance , and 
Righteouſneſs: thoſe, 1 mean, who, 
ifchey gan but cheat a little Boy of 
his Zink, and Ziveliboad ;. blow out 
a poor mays Candle; and make him 
prick his fingers , beat down a Ba- 
sket full of the biggeſt Apples, or 
pan a youug Gentleman for the 
reckoning ; and then call it by the 
right name; they are 1n their own 
ppinions very -much wiler than all 
the grave and formal Clergy wver in 
the Nation : who are commonly ſo 
yerydull as. to think, that one that 
s-in the prime of his fancy., inven- 
tion, gayneſs, frolick, and. atchieve- 
meats, ſhould ſubmit to et forms ; 
and to cat, drink, and walk the 
ltreets by Cazos. 

Now, Sir,l muſt needs ſay, ſuppoſe 
a very ancient and ſolemn Prefeſſer 
of Cobling, be very intent upon -the 
great buſineſs of reparation , and all 
things promiſing highly' well : the 
Awle glides nimbly through ; the 
Candle conſents, and burns very 
clear 
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ms nathing of fear., cloud , of 
iſappointment appears, but be 
94g thrums at the great likeli- 
bood of the reſtavration of the (boe : 
ſccing nothing bur that. the Zvering 
may cloſe welt, bis fe be undi- 
ſturb'd, and his endeavours be 
crown'd with being paid next morn- 
ing : ona ſudden, Sir, raſhes upon 
bir darkneſs, deſpair, and a [prig #t- 
ful Gallamt ; that ſpoils all his hopes, 
ſbatters his 7aze, and in ſhort , with 
one puff blows out every bit of his 
burning Candle, and bloſſoming deſig ns. 
Now, I ſay, this was very well 
blown; for if Coblers ſhould nat 
ſametimes be fruſtrated in their plots, 
and contrivances; but ſhould al 
ways fucceed in their brisk and. jolly 
humour, - without diſturbance or 1n- 
terruption, they might in time come 
to diſreſpe& the great Maſters of fan- 
&, and place tyo much conh- 
dence in the /4 ſhoe part of the 
world. But for all that this great and 
juſt diſappointer may go to Church 
P 2 next 
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next Sunzay'; and give due” reſpeCt 
and attendance tv” his /»ftrafor, not- 
withſtanding he did ſo utterly defeat 
the Cobler. I alſo deny not ; but 
that he that in the ZFrening /ers 1n 
the air at three or four F/indows , 
may poſbbly keep. people” from /leep- 
ing too ſecurely, and to preſerve their 
houſes rom being afterwards burnt. 
But ſuppoſe a Divize has a mind to 
walk nght on 'to his Zoderpes, and 
not 'to make ſuch remarks and obſey- 
vations in his'-paſſage : there is no 
reaſon that he preſently ſhould be 
counted a ſenſeleſs ſort, and others 
the only /Yits and Homouriſts of the 
Aze. For you know, Sir, if the 
night be very dark, and people be 
but faſt aſleep; /Vindows , common» 
ly ſocall'd, are very frail, and fran- 
gible things : and they will eably give 
way to a cudzel , though clowniſbly, 
and wnhumourſomly applyed ; as well 
_ as if direQed by the moſt 7ngenious, 
and frolickſome hand, Whereupon 
I fay again, as We ought to take 
ſpecial 


[213] 
Jpecial ;cate that, we.dor not ſet: to® 
low an eſteem, upon theſe enterpriſes . 
ſo onthe. other ſide,,. not fo uo over- 
valuethem,. as to think but that our 
forefathers: poſſibly might have at- 
tempted ſomething in this grc.t kind : 
And therefore if the A{nifter in his 
Sermon give ſober rules, and advice 
to live peaceably, and modeltly ; 
and to make /atisfaioz for offences 
committed ; he may with much more 
reaſon be beliey'd,, and. lilten'd+ to, 
than wonder'd, or laugh'd at: for 
the Feſt. is never .a. whit the leſs, 
though the G/aF be paid for. Ihave 
alſo ( according /. as my -. occaſions 
would - permit ) taken . into. ſome 
conlideration, that, great affair of 
Apples ſpilling. And Iam thinking 
Sir, it the Basket ſtands a little lean. 
ing againſt the wal, or ſloping upon 
a board : and that the Apples be. very 
round, and the ſurpriſe be very ſud- 
den , and that the meditating Go- 
verneſi be very. old, ſtiff, or lame; 
I do-then verily believe that much. of 
| the 
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the lamented fru7r may into the 
ke nnel, before it can ly | be Te- 
covered. But ſuppoſe there be not 
fuch great . advantages to make all 
things thus eaſily hopeful : and yet 
that the contrivance is ſuch, that the 
humour tzkes , and the frolick ſuc- 
ceeds ; however let us behave our 
ſelves with ſome calmneſs and mo- 
deration ; and not as if we had kil- 
ſed a Gant , or {lew the Drepor. 1 
muſt therefore always confefs , 
that I did more than a little admire 
ar the ſmooth and even temper of 
that Gentleman, who finding a par! 
of Jfinzgton Milk ſtanding all fits 
at the door, and pouring it out e- 
very drop into the ffreet, went on 
as unconcern'd.about his buſineſs, as 
if he had done nothing , but waſh'd 
his hands that day : whereas if ſuch 
a ſpecial opportunity had fallen into 
ſome other hzmoariſts hands, who 
way apt to eperplume himſelf upon 
ſuch exrerpriſes ; he would have run 
preſently back, to have told it > 
13 
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his Zadgings; have counted himſelf 
as great a Wit, as Ben Fobnſon, 
Fletcher, Beaamont ; and have utter- 
ly deſpis'd all the ftartch'd humour- 
leſs Black-coats for fix weeks after, 
becauſe of the great adventure of the 
Milk. 

If I were at leiſure, Sir, I might 
alſo briefly mention another fort of 
more ſhrewd and judicious D:ſpiſers : 
whohave a very ſtrange opinion of 
Religion, Scripture , and the Clergy : 
butthey profeſs it not out of Sumonr, 
frolick , or any prejudice ; but that 
they have bole fir back into the 
Hiſtory of the Horld, oblerv'd the 
riſe and decay of Aingdoms ,” con- 
ſulted the Zavs and 7nclinations of 
humane nature, and have very well 
weigh'd and examin'd. the zicei# cir- 7, 
cumſtances, and poſſibility of things : 
and hereupon do very much wender 
that ſuch thinking creatures as men, 
ſhould be fo long deluded wich b«2- 
bears and tales; and the groundlets 
traditions of the miftakew and impo- 
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fing Prieſts. And1 need not," I ſup- 
poſe, Sir, tell you, that theſe are the 
Diſciples of Mr. Hobbs, And what 
ftri weighers, and puniFual exami- 
zers-of things theſe are like to be, 
you may very near gueſs, by the ea- 
ſineſs of their converſion to his Do- - 
&rine and opinions : one he comes, 
and; ſays he is very confident that 
Mr. Hobbs is a Gentleman , and a 
| great Diſcoverer of Truth 5 for he 
hears of ſeveral very accompliſh'd, 
and creditable perſons, that do ve- 
ry much admire the o/4 Gentleman, 
and are clole adberers to his princi- 
ples: and therefore he is reſoly'd to 
be a fine perſon too; and to be as 
accompliſh'd , and cr-ditable as they ; 
and to believe -all , ſay all, and ad- 
. mire all, that they believe, ſay, and 
admire ; ſo ſoon as any body would 
be ſo kind as to tell him any one 
thing that Mr. Hobbs holds : for ifhe 
could but get it once by the end, let 
him- alone for the improving -and 
management of it: axotber ſays, hg 
is 
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js altogether | as ſure ,4hat- all the 
world 1s in'' a 'miſtake 'except. Ar. 
Hobbs and his followers : for that he 
was lately at a' meeting , 'where 2 
friend of his aſſerted right dowa 4 
theiſmto the very teeth of a Clergy 
mans or, that it there were,any God 
at all, it muſt be'a kind of woodem 
God, ſuch as Mr. Hobbss God: and 
heknows this friend of his to'be 1 
much a Gentleman, andot io much in- 
tegrity , and conſideration, that he 
would ſcorn to ſay any ſuch thing, if 
he had not well examin'd it, ard 
found reaſon- to conclude fo: and 
therefore for his part, he ſhall take 
his word--and Judgment concerning 
the buſineſs of a God, before any 6 
thodical Prieſt that dotes upon his B#- 
ble. Yes, faysa third, Mr. Hobbs's Phi- 
loſophy is certainly the only Philofo- 
phy : he mult needs be a brave mas : 
Idurſt almoſt ſwear, ſays he,that what 
he holds is abſolutely true, let it be 
about what it will: or. elſe ſuch a 
one Would never have ſhewn ſo mow 
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;[ breeding, and encouraged ſo much 
error, as to bring his health with ſuch 
ceremony and obſervance. It it pleaſe 


the fates,the next company I come in- 


to, Plf put it about, two ina hand,up- 
on my word, and it ſhall run, 7o Ar. 
Hobbs, and the utter confutation of all 
Spirits and ſpiritual men , and \o he is 
{{-ficiently enter'd, and faſt enough. 
O, by all means, fays a fourth, Mr. 
Hobbs muſt needs be in the right : Pll 
pawn half my eſtate upon it, that he 
15: he ſhall diſpute with all the Zc- 
cleflaſticals for a hundred pounds of 
my money. For he perceives now 
where the pinch of the buſineſs lies , 
for he has worz him above this half 
year in his pocket, day and night : and 
has above twenty places of woment 
turn'd down : ſome before, and ſome 
after the Candle was out. O, ſays he, 
how ignorant, & deadly cold am I, if 
by chance I leave him at home: hes a 


' great deal more comfortable and 


warm than a /quirre/ in the fleeve. 
But if you happen upon one, that has 


worn 
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wort'the Philoſopher ſo long; that two 
or three of his Phraſes are 
through! his pocke/, and at laſt have 
inſiauated themſelves into his rem- 
per : he proves preſently a Chair-man 
1n af companies : and if he ſucks but 
upon a Clergy-man, he is as great a 
Prince, as ever Mr. Hobbs gave power 
to. Then, come Sir, ſays he, Come now 
for your /mmaterial ſubtances , have 
you ever aone about you, Sir? I hear 
that you are much acquainted with 
them : you live by the Spirit, Sir; it 
is a wonder that you ſhould not have 
one in your pocket : 1 have got hoze 
Material Mr. Hobbs in mine. I could 
ſhew you for a need, Sir , Spirit of 
Wine, Spirit of Salt, or Spirit of Hayts. 
horn ; but I have enquired, and never 
could get, or fee any Spirit of ſub- 
fance. Spirit of Subſtance | that's fine 
indeed. What, Eſence of Eſſence? pret« 
ly I profeſs. Indeed we have had a 
very curious time of it, a company 
of very ſeeing Priefts, and ſearching 
Philoſophers : that ſhould go on, and 


on, 
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on, and teach one another ſuch plain, 
palpable, and manifeſt contradictions. 
Ask them how ſuch an effe& comes to 
paſs: it is done, ſay they, by an 
zncorporeal ſubſtance. Wonderfully 
accute jndeed / that 1s, by zo boay : 


or by a no boay body: or by a no thing. 


thing. It *was very well for this 
Nation, that 2dr. Hobbs was born at 
lat; and half a dozen of. us, of wil 
lingneſs,, and parts,/- to underſtand 
him ; otherwile the wor/d had conti- 
nued in a brave blind condition. Ir 
3s not, Sir; ro my purpoſe, at preſent, 
to meddle. with ; or examine their 
Maſters Principles : but I much won- 
der , feeing they may be daily con- 
vinc'd how much he has been miſta- 
ken in his Mathematical attempts , 
that they (hould take his bare word, 
and believe him not to be tailing in 
his other Writings ; becauſe he con- 
ftidently ſays he proceeds by evident 
connexion , and demonſtration. And 
whereas heretofore it was a work ' of 
many years ſtudy, and ſeriouſneſs that 
could 
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could entitle one-but to be ſuſpeAed 
of Atheiſm : now he that has but ſeen 
Mr. Hobbs's Boots, and can make but 
a Monſe-trap, is as fully priviledg'd 
as if he could pluck up the Earth by 


the roots, or make 4 man. 


[ believe, Sir, there may be ſeveral 
others that without any reaſon at all 
are ill affeQed towards the Clergy. 
One thinks that whatever ZFpiſcopacy 
be, yet the Zarads thereunto belong- 
ing are not jure divino : another is- of 
opinion that the Clergy muſt by no . 
meansride ; becauſe they are to go, 
and teach all Nations. And others 
there be, who are therefore againſt 
Zythes, becauſe they think they give 
them. But theſe were partly men- 
tion'd in my former: and if they 
were not, it is all one; for [I 
can ſay no more 2t preſent, being 
ſuddenly ſent for into © Devonſhire : 
where I expett to find ſuch employ- 
ment , as will certainly ſecure the 
world,” from me being ever trou- 
bleſome 


"7 a2 
bleſame ; in this kind again. I -am 
once more, 


Sir, 


Tour humble Servant. 


May 2. 
1671. 
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